King’s Corner Message

I Intro
1 Open Bibles to John 13:34-35

2 Very happy to be with here at King’s Corner.
A.  Thank you for letting us visit with you this morning
B.  We at The Bridge find ourselves on the move again for the second time in a year.
C.  Today’s joint service is an opportunity to see if we might fit well together.

3 We find ourselves in an interesting and unusual season.
A.  Memories are made at times like these.
a.  History, our personal histories are marked by events like this.
b.  Milestones are marked by just such events
B.  Increasingly Isaiah 55:8-9 defines my spiritual journey.
a.  “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
   neither are your ways my ways,” 
            declares the LORD. 
“As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
   so are my ways higher than your ways 

4 Read & Pray: John 13:34-35
A.  “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
B.  I’m equally impressed by what Jesus said as to what he didn’t say in these two powerful verses.

II What Jesus Said
1 What’s the setting?
A.  Where, When & Who?
a.  This is the upper room discourse
i.  The night of the of the last supper
b.  Jesus is with his disciples
i.  His closest friends
ii.  They had just spent the past three years together
iii.  Jesus had just washed their feet
c.  This is the night Jesus is betrayed by one of his closest friends
d.  Over the next few days Jesus would be establishing a new covenant between God and man.
e.  This is a very significant night
i.  And you say important things at significant times
ii.  This is the last meeting with his disciples before his arrest, crucifixion and death
iii.  And Jesus has some very important things to say

2 A “New Command”
A.  To a Jewish audience, to a Hebrew culture Jesus might as well have said… Number 11
B.  One the night he established a new covenant to replace God’s covenant with Moses, Jesus issues a new command
a.  Powerful language that would NOT have been missed by his audience

3 Known by love
A.  How are we currently known?
a.  Dawn’s survey
i.  Word association: Christian
· Top answer: Judgmental
· Number 2: Hypocritical
· OUCH!
B.  UnChristian
a.  David Kinnaman & Gabe Lyons
i.  Surveyed THOUSANDS of un-churched 20-30 year olds 
b.  Perceptions of Christians
i.  Judgmental
ii.  Hypocritical
iii.  Sheltered 
· Out of touch with reality
iv.  Too political
v.  Proselytizers
· Insensitive to others, not genuine
· In other words, we don’t really care about people, just want to get them in our churches
c.  They have judged us harshly
i.  Makes me think of Jesus’ words in Luke 6:37
· “Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.”
· We, the church, have judged harshly and we’re being judged harshly
ii.  We have a bad reputation and we’ve earned it
d.  From the world’s perspective…
i.  We can’t even love one another
ii.  Why would they align themselves with us?
C.  Seems like we’re known more for our lack of love than our love and that saddens me
a.  Maybe if we had a better understanding of the Father’s lavish and extravagant love for us – we could more easily love others?
b.  Inside and outside the church

4 As he has loved  us…
A.  Jesus loved us with an “all he’s got” kind of love
B.  Jesus loved us with an “all in” kind of love
C.  Jesus loved us with a “hold nothing back” kind of love
D.  Jesus loved us with a “selfless, self-sacrificing” kind of love
E.  That’s our love standard

III What Jesus Didn’t Say
1 Jesus didn’t say that everyone would know that we are his disciples if
A.  If our doctrine is perfect
B.  If we’re filled with the Holy Spirit
C.  If we can prophesy
D.  If we had a big church buildings
E.  A lot of people
F.  Or world class programs
G.  If our pastor is an anointed preacher
H.  We are right
a.  With all my heart I believe that it is more important to love than it is to be right
b.  If being right comes at the expense of love, the price is just too high.

2 None of the things the church places so high a value in is mentioned here
A.  It’s not about buildings budgets and programs
B.  It is about relationship
C.  It’s all about love

IV What Does it Mean for Us
1 Right Here, Right Now, Today?
A.  What’s the Personal Application?
B.  Imagine
a.  Imagine if we could be a people who are know by love
b.  Imagine if everyone who met us walked away feeling loved extravagantly
c.  Imagine if people want to know our God because they are desperate to be loved the way we have been loved
C.  How about we take the next decade and try to get these two things right…
a.  Loving God
b.  Love one another
c.  They we can move on to the lesser things
D.  “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35

V Ministry Time
1 Pray
2 Prophetic Words
