Safe vs. Good 2010
I Open your Bibles to Psalm 24

1 Last week: Knowing Christ

A. A passionate look at Phil. 3:8-10

a.  I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death
B. The prize isn’t salvation it’s relationship (verses 13-14)

a.  But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

b.  There’s isn’t any pressing, straining or winning a free gift
i Salvation is a free gift

c.  But there IS pressing,  there IS straining and there ARE prizes to be won as we develop intimate relationships

d.  That’s why Paul could say (vs. 8)

i “…I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord…”
C. Intellectual vs. Intimate Knowledge

a.  The suffering and death of verse 10 and loss in verse 8 have nothing to do with an academic knowledge and everything to do with an intimate knowing

b.  I won’t lose, suffer or die for a concept, theology or doctrine

c.  I will lose, suffer and die for an intimate friend

d.  It’s all about Relationship, knowing Christ

2 Today: Safe vs. Good

A. I want to expound on the topic of Knowing Christ

B. By asking you “Who is this King of Glory?”
3 Read & Pray: Psalm 24: 1-10

The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, 
       the world, and all who live in it; 

 2 for he founded it upon the seas 
       and established it upon the waters. 

 3 Who may ascend the hill of the LORD ? 
       Who may stand in his holy place? 

 4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
       who does not lift up his soul to an idol 
       or swear by what is false. [a] 

 5 He will receive blessing from the LORD 
       and vindication from God his Savior. 

 6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, 
       who seek your face, O God of Jacob. [b] 
       Selah 

 7 Lift up your heads, O you gates; 
       be lifted up, you ancient doors, 
       that the King of glory may come in. 

 8 Who is this King of glory? 
       The LORD strong and mighty, 
       the LORD mighty in battle. 

 9 Lift up your heads, O you gates; 
       lift them up, you ancient doors, 
       that the King of glory may come in. 

 10 Who is he, this King of glory? 
       The LORD Almighty— 
       he is the King of glory. 
       Selah

II Who is this King of Glory?

1 Who is YOUR King of Glory

A. How do you see God?

a.  Who is He to you today? Right now?

B. Is He…?

a.  Is He the babe in a manger?

b.  Is He the Lamb slain for your sins hanging on a cross?
c.  Is He the gentle Good Shepherd tending his sheep?

C. Or is He…”

a.  Is He the victorious Risen Lord holding the keys of death and hell
b.  Is He the Lord revealed to John in Revelation 1:12-17?

i 12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.  17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.

c.  Is He the rider of a white horse in Revelation 19:11?
i I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war.
d.  Or is he the Lion of the Tribe of Judah of Revelation 5 who is…

i The Root of David, 

ii Who has triumphed 

iii Who’s able to open the scroll and its seven seals."

2 Who is Your King of Glory?

A. What has shaped your image of Christ?

B. Is he the weak effeminate Jesus of the Hollywood classics?

C. Is He Mister Rogers with a beard

D. Or do you see Him more like a William Wallace or Maximus the Gladiator?
E. Is he Safe or is he Good?

a.  In C.S. Lewis’ classic “The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” (book not movie) Lucy asks the Beavers if Aslan is “safe”. Mr. Beaver offers a profound and insightful response…
“Safe? Who said anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good.”
3 I believe that much of the world has rejected our Jesus because…

A. We have portrayed him as too small, too weak, too powerless, too nice and too safe to rescue them from their hellish lives

B. We’ve offered dogma to an extreme generation that values experience over factual information

C. We have offered an untouchable and impersonal Jesus to a generation that thrives on interaction

D. We have offered what we know – so I ask again…

a.  Who is YOUR King of Glory?

4 David’s King of Glory
A. A man after God’s on Heart

a.  A king, a warrior, a poet, THE Psalmist & a man of grievous sin tells us that… 
B. This King of Glory is

a.  The Lord strong & mighty

b.  The Lord mighty in battle

c.  The Lord Almighty

C. The Message

a.  God armed and battle ready!

b.  God of the angel armies!

5 My King of Glory

A. From my visions I have discovered

a.  How relational he is and how selfish I am

b.  How powerful God is and how powerless I am

c.  How strong he is and how weak I am

d.  How able he is and how unable I am
e.  How wise He is and how foolish I am
f.  How broken I am and how capable he is of putting the pieces back to together

g.  How sinful I am and how forgiving he is

B. The very first of my 40 visions began this way…

a.  The first thing I saw a loud noisy clanking mechanical looking snake

b.  The next thing I saw was a fence

c.  Only after I looked past the snake and a fence did I see the Lion

C.  Interpretation
a.  Snake = lies, deception
b.  A fence = offence

c.  Lion = Jesus

D. Could it be that I (we) have to

a.  Look past lies, deceptions and offenses to see Him as he truly is

b.  My friends I tell you that it is a lie to believe that this King of Glory, this Lion of the Tribe of Judah is safe or comfortable or convenient… He is, after all, a Lion…

c.  But He IS good, He is very good and you CAN trust Him.

E. I ask you one last time this morning…Who is YOUR King of Glory?

a.  Go to Him

b.  Know him personally and intimately

c.  Experience Him

d.  Do NOT be content with other’s accounts of their intimacy with him

e.  He is Your King, He is Your Lion too!  Know Him!

f.  Settle for nothing less

i Please I beg you, promise me, promise yourself to settle for nothing less

g.  1 John 3:1 says
i “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!”
ii You each have a divine appointment with your heavenly Papa
6 Let me end with Henri Nouwen’s  “Twins” story. 
A. Found this on a friend’s blog this week
B. Henri Nouwen was an internationally renowned Catholic priest, author, respected Yale, Harvard & Notre Dame professor as well as a beloved pastor. He went home in 1996
From: "Our Greatest Gift: A Meditation on Dying and Caring" 
  

"Recently, a friend told me a story about twins talking to each other in the womb. The sister said to the brother, "I believe there is life after birth." 

Her brother protested vehemently, "No, no, this is all there is. This is a dark and cozy place, and we have nothing else to do but to cling to the cord that feeds us." 

The little girl insisted, "There must be something else, a place with light where there is freedom to move." Still, she could not convince her twin brother.     After some silence, the sister said hesitantly, "I have something else to say, and I'm afraid you won't believe that, either, but I think there is a mother." 
Her brother became furious. "A mother!" he shouted. "What are you talking about? I have never seen a mother, and neither have you. Who put that idea in your head? As I told you, this place is all we have. Why do you always want more? This is not such a bad place, after all. We have all we need, so let's be content."     

The sister was quite overwhelmed by her brother's response and for awhile didn't dare say anything more. But she couldn't let go of her thoughts, and since she had only her twin brother to speak to, she finally said, "Don't you feel these squeezes every once in awhile? They're quite unpleasant and sometimes even painful." 

"Yes," he answered. "What's special about that?" 

"Well," the sister said, "I think that these squeezes are there to get us ready for another place, much more beautiful than this. where we will see our mother face-to-face. Don't you think that's exciting?"     

The brother didn't answer. He was fed up with the foolish talk of his sister and felt that the best thing would be simply to ignore her and hope that she would leave him alone."

C. Do you feel the squeezes?

a.  God’s letting you know that there is more… much, much more outside your comfort zone.

7 Let’s pray
A. Oh God, take us past the lies and beyond the offenses

B. Give us eyes that see you as you truly are

C. Place deep within our hearts a holy and unshakeable discontentment with anything less than true intimacy with you.

D. Do it oh God in us

E. Do it oh God in our children

F. Do it throughout this land and around the world, amen.

G. Take us beyond the safety of our comfort

H. Take us into your heart
