Matthew 7:1-6
“Judging Others”

Introduction:
     In this passage Jesus addresses another aspect of righteousness that had been distorted by the scribes and Pharisees.  These religious leaders gave a false example of how to relate to one’s fellow saints when those saints fail or sin.  The Pharisees tended to be harsh, judgmental, and hypocritical when dealing with their fellow Jews who had sinned.  Jesus knew that His disciples, in their ardent pursuit of holiness would be tempted to make the same mistakes.  Therefore, in this passage Jesus corrects Pharisaical errors and presents the proper way to relate to others when they fail to live up to their calling in Christ.
	
I. Principles Regarding Rendering Judgment (vs.1-5)
   Jesus opens up this passage with a well-known admonition to His disciples, “Judge not” (vs.1a).  It is common in modern times for this instruction to be interpreted to mean that Jesus was forbidding His followers from ever making judgments about whether what others do is right or wrong.  The problem with this is that the interpretation is preferred by those who really do not pay attention to either the contextual flow or to the language that Jesus employs.  Even in English the word “judge” has a very broad application.  Its basic meaning is to discriminate or evaluate between two or more options to determine things like which is right or wrong, which is good or bad, which is better or worse, which is preferable, or which is most advantageous.  Anytime or in any situation, when one makes a choice of one thing over others, one has exercised judgment.  This long definition is necessary to point out that this admonition on its own could refer to many different types of judgment.  The only way to know which one Jesus has in mind is to follow His train of thought through the next few verses.  Before we do it must be added that the Greek language complicates matters because it adds an additional nuance of meaning.  “Judge” can refer to the evaluation process (as the English word does) or it can refer to the decision or verdict that is rendered as a result of that evaluation process.  The word “judge” rarely means both.  These distinct nuances are revealed in the following verses:

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him 
who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has 
passed from death into life.”
                                                                                           John 5:24

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to 
what he has done, whether good or bad.”
                                                                                            II Corinthians 5:10

Jesus says that those who believe in Him will not come into judgment in light of the fact they have passed from death to life.  However, Paul writing about twenty-five years later to a group of believers states that all of them (including himself) will appear before the judgment seat of Christ.  Is Paul contradicting Christ?  How can it be said in one place that we will not face judgment and in another that we will face it.  This is where the knowledge of the range of this word’s meaning illumines our ability to understand what is being taught.  Jesus (in speaking of passing from death to life) is referring to the fact the believer will never face the verdict of condemnation to eternal death that will come upon unbelievers at the final judgment.  However, Paul is reminding Christians that they will experience the process of being evaluated in judgment like every other person.
     Knowing this we can safely interpret Jesus’ full admonition about judging; He goes on to say, “Judge not, that you be not judged.  For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you” (vs.1-2).  First, Jesus not saying, never make judgments of any sort.  The reason it is clear that Jesus is not saying never make judgments is because in verse five He speaks of having the proper clarity to examine others.  If He meant in verse one that all judgment was wrong, then verse five would not be a clarification, it would be a contradiction of His main point.  Another reason we know that Jesus is not telling us never to make judgments about others is because we are instructed to do this very thing in other portions of the NT:

“Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.”
                                                                                                   John 7:24

“For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? 
Do you not judge those who are inside?”
                                                                                                   I Corinthians 5:12

“I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, not even one, who will be able to judge between his brethren?”
                                                                                                   I Corinthians 6:5

“But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”
                                                                                                   Hebrews 5:14

In the verses above we read that Jesus Himself tells us that we are to judge, however we are to be certain to judge righteously.  Paul writes that it is an inherent part of Church discipline for believers to judge other believers in regard to whether they have legitimately done wrong or not.  Paul also points out that since believers will judge angels in eternity, there should be some who are wise in the fellowship who can make proper judgments to resolve disputes between believers.  Finally, the author of Hebrews explains that the mature believer through being informed by God’s word and through growing in maturity will be able to discern between what is good and evil (“discern” is a synonym for judge).  Beyond this we are called to be able to admonish one another (Rom.15:14), and in order to instruct and correct others we must be able to judge what is lacking in their spiritual lives.
     But then what is it that Jesus is warning His disciples not to do?  Jesus is warning His disciples about an improper approach to making judgments.  One example is seen in the following correction given by Paul to the saints at Rome:

“Who are you to judge another's servant?  To his own master he stands or falls.”
                                                                                            Romans 14:4

Above we see that Paul was instructing the believers at Rome that there was a type of judgment that was inappropriate for them engage in.  The context of the verse is Paul’s instructions to the fellowship in light of the tension between those who are called strong in the faith and those who are called weak in the faith.  The discussion centers on the reality that there was a disagreement over whether certain things were right or wrong before God.  Paul explains in that context that it is God’s place to judge whether or not one will be saved or lost.  Therefore the judgment that Paul is saying is inappropriate in the verse above is making pronouncements about someone else’s standing before God.  That is God’s prerogative alone.  Other believers may express concerns or give warnings, but they are not to make ultimate judgments about one another.  This is part of what Jesus is forbidding.  However, there is more that Jesus is addressing as well.  In saying that God will judge the believer by the same measure that the believer judges others, Jesus was making the point that unlike the scribes and Pharisees, His disciples were not to be hypocrites.  They were also being warned to relate to others on the basis of love rather than legalism.  Everyone wants grace and mercy from God.  It would be hypocritical and unloving then not to extend that to others.  A final expression of judgment that Jesus is saying is wrong for His disciples is being hyper-critical of others.  We see this sort of expression among the Pharisees who often confronted minor sins or even what merely appeared to be sin without any interest in seeking to understand the circumstances (Matt.12).
     Jesus then illustrates His point with an absurd and humorous analogy; “And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye?  Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye?  Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye” (vs.3-5).  The Greek word translated as “speck” refers to a tiny cinder or a very small wood shaving; while the Greek word translated as “plank” refers to a large load bearing beam of wood.  The analogy paints a ridiculous picture of someone with a beam of wood in his eye (one bigger than his head) attempting to deal with the cinder in the eye of another.  The implication of the analogy (and why the individual is labelled as a hypocrite) is that the small speck is being treated as the more important problem, or even that there is the pretense on the part of the would-be helper that his eye is absolutely clear (when that is radically untrue).  One might wonder if even the Pharisees and scribes could be that blind.  However, the Scriptures give us an example that they in fact were:
“Jesus said to him, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’.  And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked.  And that day was the Sabbath.  The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, ‘It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your bed.’  He answered them, ‘He who made me well said to me, 'Take up your bed and walk.'’…For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, because He had done these things on the Sabbath.”
                                                                                            John 5:8-11, 16

Jesus of course was God in the flesh and no one could possibly know the Law better than He and it was His judgment that the Law did not forbid healing on the Sabbath; clearly then since these men were experts in God’s Law, they should also have known this same thing.  In fact they did.  They knew that the law they were referring to was part of rabbinic assumptions about what did and did not represent unlawful work on the Sabbath.  So their justification for confronting the man with sin was very weak; however the text also makes it clear that they were committed to seeking to murder a man concerning whom they had no objective evidence of any wrong-doing.  When would-be murders confront a man as a sinner because he was carrying his bed after a Divine healing, we clearly have those with eye beams confronting those with specks in their eyes.  
     Jesus gives this warning because it is a trap into which religious people can easily fall.  In one’s desire to pursue holiness it is easy to begin to have an overly inflated view of one’s success in this pursuit.  When this happens it often results in being hyper-critical and even hypocritical in the way one judges others.  Jesus did not want His disciples to succumb to the same temptation that had so distorted the belief system of the Pharisees.
     Jesus closes the analogy with the intent behind His instructions about judging others.  He says “First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye”.  The point Jesus was making is that one should first address the sins in one’s own life, and in doing so it will make one fit to admonish others regarding their sins and short-comings.
     We see here then that the cure for hypocrisy is self-examination and the ongoing commitment to being transformed by God, His Word, and His Spirit.  In addition, the keys to correcting others is that it be done with humility and compassion.

II. Principle Regarding the Unreceptive (vs.6)
     Having addressed the subject of judging others; Jesus then went on to teach; “Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces” (vs.6).  At first reading it may be difficult to see how this verse fits into the flow of the sermon.  It does not immediately seem to fit in with the subject of judging others, nor does it relate to the subject of the following verses.  But, in order to interpret the passage, and find out what Jesus is teaching us, it is helpful to understand how these words would have been heard by a first century Jewish audience.
     First, the verse is arranged according to a popular Hebrew method of expression that is different from the way English speakers would present information.  In English it is customary to speak in a linear sense; however in Hebraic thinking they would sometimes use a “chiasm”.  This way of presenting information is called this because it follows the pattern of the Greek letter, Chi (X).  It means the verse is to be read in the following way:

     A Do not give what is holy to the dogs 
         B nor cast your pearls before swine 
         B lest they trample them under their feet 
     A and turn and tear you in pieces

The first and fourth lines go together and the second and third lines go together.  Therefore the dogs are not to be given something holy lest they turn and tear you in pieces, and the pigs are not to be given pearls lest they trample them under their feet.
       Next, it is helpful to understand how 1st century Jews regarded pigs and dogs.  Most Christians are aware that pigs were ceremonially unclean animals, whose flesh was not to be eaten, nor were they to be owned.  Therefore the animals were seen as filthy and undesirable.  Unlike in the modern west, dogs had basically the same reputation.  They were not household pets, but dangerous, filthy scavengers.  Therefore both animals would be used to represent those who are wicked or far from God (for instance Gentiles).
     It is also helpful to understand what Jesus was referring to when He spoke about what is holy, and how the Jews viewed pearls.  Something “holy”, unless it was a person, was something set aside for God’s use.  The only holy thing one might toss to a dog would be meat that had been dedicated to God in a burnt offering.  Pearls in the ancient world were considered items of great value just as they are in the present.	
     Now, we are almost ready to interpret Jesus’ statement.  But first, we will look at three incorrect interpretations about what Jesus was trying to say here.
     First, it has been suggested that Jesus was teaching that the Gospel should not be given to the Gentiles.  It is true that at this point in Jesus’ ministry that His focus was on giving the Gospel first to the Jewish people, however it is never suggested elsewhere that the Gospel was to be intentionally withheld from Gentiles.  So this suggestion has very little to commend it.  A second suggestion is that Jesus was saying that His disciples should not repeatedly give the Gospel to those who prove to be resistant.  This is an interesting idea, and in some ways there is a practical sense to it, however Jesus does not speak about the problem of giving too much holy meat to dogs or too many pearls to swine; His point is it is foolish to do it at all.  Beyond this the teaching would not fit well into the flow of thought of the sermon.  A third suggestion is that Jesus was saying not to give doctrinal teaching to those who refuse to accept the Gospel.  But this also does not fit the context, and it is difficult to image why Jesus’ disciples would be tempted to do this.
     So, what was Jesus saying here in verse six?  Jesus was giving a general warning about untrustworthy and dangerous People.  In the analogy Jesus says not to throw holy meat to dogs.  First, of course it would be seen as inappropriate as it would be something that should not be given to a dog to eat, and it is also dangerous, because when you start to feed a wild dog it might turn on you and treat you like the rest of the meal.  The analogy also indicates that pearls should not be cast before swine.  Why?  Because the pigs simply will not understand the value of the precious things set before them.  Instead, they will simply trample the pearls under their feet.
     The analogy represents a counter-balance to what Jesus had been saying about judging others.  We are to give mercy, grace, and seek to believe the best about others (that they are truly trying to be godly).  However, the truth is that not everyone is really trying to do the right thing.  So Jesus is warning here that being gracious and not being hyper-critical does not mean being naïve or blind to what a person is really like.  In speaking to others it is wise not to share holy things with those who will simply use them as an opportunity to hurt us; nor should we share precious things with those who cannot appreciate their value.  Believers should be discerning and circumspect in speaking with others until the person demonstrates they can be trusted.  It is not that we withhold truth from those who need it; we withhold opening ourselves up to others until we know it is safe to do so.  This applies to sharing secrets, opening up about internal struggles, and a host of other things.  It is a way of being wise like serpents and harmless as doves (Matt.10:16).

Conclusion:
     There are seven principles we take from this teaching regarding to how we relate to others when they experience moral or spiritual failure:

1. Don’t lose sight of the fact you are a moral failure too, it will prevent hypocrisy.
2. Your pursuit of holiness should model what you admonish for others, because your life will always seek louder than your voice.
3. Give the same grace to others you want from God; realizing that God will judge us with the same measure of grace we extend to others.
4. Don’t confuse cowardice with grace.  Grace is hesitancy to confront because you do not believe the situation is serious enough to do so at that time.  Cowardice is not confronting because you are afraid how someone will respond to you if you do it.
5. What others don’t know can hurt them.  Don’t think for a moment that in final judgment ignorance will be a defense for sin.  Believers must confront one another when it is clear that one who claims to be a member of the family has gotten mired in sin.
6. Believers are only to confront in love, and are to be motivated by their concern for the well-being of others.
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Be wise, speaking w/ others in a way most likely to accomplish what is good, remembering that not everyone can be trusted with sensitive matters.
