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Jesus’ baptism was public proclamation that the time had come to begin His ministry.

I.  Jesus baptism identified John as the forerunner sent by God. (v. 9)

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him,
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”

Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
John consented. (Matthew 3:13-15)

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of
the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who
gave you this authority?”

Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, [ will tell you by what
authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from
heaven, or of human origin?”

They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then
why didn’t you believe him?” But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for
they all hold that John was a prophet.”

So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”

Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority | am doing these things. (Matthew
21:23-27)

...what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the
one about whom it is written:
“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’
And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. Whoever has ears, let
them hear. (Matthew 11:9-10, 14-15)

1. Jesus baptism identified Him with sinful humanity though He Himself had no sin. (v.
9)

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

...[He] was numbered with the transgressors. (Isaiah 53:12b)

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as



we are—Yyet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:14-16)

But you know that [Christ] appeared so that He might take away our sins. And in Him is no sin.
(1 John 3:5)

If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood—and indeed the law
given to the people established that priesthood—why was there still need for another priest to
come, one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? For when the priesthood is
changed, the law must be changed also. He of whom these things are said belonged to a
different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at the altar. For it is clear that our
Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. And
what we have said is even more clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears, one who has
become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power
of an indestructible life. For it is declared:
“You are a priest forever,

in the order of Melchizedek.” (Psalms 110:4b)
The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless (for the law made nothing
perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God.
And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, but he became a priest
with an oath when God said to him:

“The Lord has sworn

and will not change his mind:

‘You are a priest forever.”” (Psalms 110:4a)
Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantor of a better covenant.
Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in
office; but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to
save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for
them.
Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from
sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed
for their sins once for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests men in
all their weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been
made perfect forever. (Hebrews 7:11-28)

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the
priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. (Luke 1:5)

I11. The Spirit’s bodily descent on Jesus identified Him as the promised Lamb of God. (v.
10)




When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying,
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. (Luke
3:21-22)

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the LorD will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD (Isaiah 11:1-2)

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself
carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to
his father Abraham, “Father?”

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”
Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb (Genesis 22:6-8)

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has
surpassed me because he was before me.” I myself did not know him, but the reason | came
baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” Then John gave this testimony: “I
saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. And | myself did not
know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see
the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.” I have seen
and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” (John 1:29-34)

V. John’s baptism of Jesus identified Him as the promised Messiah. (v. 10)

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen one in whom | delight;
I will put my Spirit on him,
and he will bring justice to the nations. (Isaiah 42:1)

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the
whole countryside. He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the
synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was
handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,



to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in
the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is
fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:14-21 quoting Isaiah 61:1-2a)

V. Jesus baptism identified the means by which He would provide forgiveness for
mankind. (v. 10)

But | have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint | am under until it is completed! (Luke
12:50)

V1. The Father’s voice of approval identified God as a Triune being. (v. 11)

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various
ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, and through whom also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory
and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he
had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So he
became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.
For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son;

today I have become your Father”*®™ %2 (Hebrews 1:1-5)

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit... (Matthew 28:19)

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia
and Bithynia, who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood:
Grace and peace be yours in abundance. (1 Peter 1:1-2)



