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Week 7

Keys to Effective Witnessing II

Our ability to share the Good News (evangelism) is impacted significantly by how Credible we are as a Witness.
And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18)
…so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe. (Philippians. 2:15)
The Sermon on the Mount:
3 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:13-16)
· Salt
· Gives spice or zest. 
· A preservative - prevents rot or decay.
· Causes thirst.
· Light
· Illuminates the truth.
· For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’ “ (Acts. 13:47)
· How do I get saltier?
· Worship 
· Fellowship
· Discipleship
· Private devotions, Quiet Time, Prayer, Bible Study, reading
· Studies, Classes
· Service
· Evangelism
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. (1 Peter 2:12)

· #1 Criticism of Christians: Hypocrites
· They don’t live what they say they believe
Narrow-minded
Self-righteous
Condemning

· What they should be saying
· People of Integrity
· Morally Courageous
· Truthful
· Honest
· Loving
· Compassionate
· Christ-like

Joe Aldridge (former President of Moody Bible Institute):

Christians should be Good News before they share Good News.
How we live will either draw people toward Christ or push them away.

· We Need to Be Authentic
Convinced of God’s Truth
Confident of our identity in Christ (Eph 2:10)
Honorable
Morally Principled
Transparent about struggles and failures
Emotionally appropriate




Sensitivity

Ourselves: how has God made me?

Six Evangelistic Styles:

· Confrontational - challenge someone
· Peter (Acts 2:22-24, 36-38)
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him… 36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
· Billy Graham, Ray Comfort/Kirk Cameron
· Traits: Bold, direct, to-the-point, confident
· Cautions:
· Speaking the truth in love (Eph 4:15)
· Be controlled by the Holy Spirit
· Judging other styles of evangelism
· Listen first in order to gain a hearing

· Intellectual - inform someone
· Paul (Acts 17:22-31)
“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’
29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”
· Josh McDowell, Lee Strobel, C.S. Lewis
· Traits: Logical, analytical, debater, thinker
· Cautions:
· Gets stuck on academic arguments, evidence
· Be controlled by the Holy Spirit
· Can become argumentative
· Study and prepare
· But cultivate your relational skills as well

· Testimonial - share with someone
· The Blind Guy (John 9:8-38)
10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.
11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”
24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”
25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”
26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”
27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”
28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.”
30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
· Joni Eareckson Tada, Corrie Ten Boom
· Traits: transparent, open, relational
· Cautions:
· Your story must connect to the need of others
· Keep Christ at the center - not sin
· Don’t devalue “ordinariness” 
· Practice, practice, practice

· Relational - befriend someone
· Matthew (Luke 5:27-31)
27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him.
29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”
31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
· Joe Aldridge, Becky Pippert
· Traits: friendly, compassionate, sensitive
· Cautions:
· Friends still need to hear the truth
· You aren’t responsible to meet all their needs
· Be patient - relationships take time
· Practice sharing so you’ll be ready

· Invitational - bring someone
· Samaritan Woman (John 4:28-29)
28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.
· Andrew (John 1:40-42)
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus.
· Often invitational evangelists are unsung
· Traits: friendly, compassionate, sensitive
· Cautions:
· Don’t leave it all to others
· Need to share how Christ has made a difference
· Don’t get discouraged when people say no
· Prayerfully consider appropriate events
· Get written details into your friend’s hands

· Serving - help someone
· Tabitha (Acts 9:36; 42)
36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”
39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.
40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.
· George Muller, Mother Teresa*
· Traits: loving, caring, works not words
· Cautions:
· Friends need to hear the motivation for our service
· Keep the eternal purpose in the forefront
· May reach the hardest cases
· Don’t overdo and become overwhelmed

Everyone has a primary style, need sensitivity to know when to use another.


Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit & Others: how much and how fast?

Key Verse: 
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15)

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Be prepared - be ready, willing and able to give an answer 
· The point of this Growth Group
· The point of practice & preparation
· For the opportunity - who asks
· Listen to the Holy Spirit’s prompting
· Not our job to manufacture opportunities
· God will provide Divine Appointments if we ask Him for them
· Salvation is His work not ours
· Don’t waste time where the Spirit’s not working
· Let the cross be it’s own offense - with gentleness and respect
· Be relaxed and casual - not pushy
· Be gentle at first - interest is fragile
· Don’t push beyond what they seem ready to accept (dump trucking)
· God is relentless, we don’t need to be 
· You are most likely one link in a chain
· Two groups of people
· Haven’t heard
· Haven’t responded

For Next Week
· Memorize John 1:14
· Review John 3:16; Rom. 3:23, 6:23: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 - Goal is comfort like your address or phone number
· Keep reviewing Gospel Basics
· Begin writing your Personal Testimony

Personal Testimony Format
3 Parts - keep it brief
1) My life before I accepted Christ
Experiences, Feelings, Attitudes, Problems, what led you to believe you were a sinner?
2) The Turning Point
What was your saving experience?
3) My life after receiving Christ
How has God changed you?
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Becoming a Comfortable and Confldent Witness for Christ.




