Gifts of the Spirit 11

Intro
Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
Continue series on The Gifts of the Spirit

So far we have looked at:
The Gifts of Discernment: The Eyes of God
The Word of Wisdom
Word of Knowledge
and Discernment of Spirits
The Gifts of Power: The Hand of God
Faith and Healing and Miracles
Currently we’re looking at The Gifts of Speech: The Mouth of God
Prophecy and The Gift of Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues

Three weeks ago we looked at the Gift of Tongues
We Defined it:
To speak to God in a language they have never learned and/or to receive and communicate an immediate message from God to his people through a divinely anointed utterance in a language they never learned.
Explained its Purpose:
Self edification
“Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves…” ~ 1 Corinthians 14:4
As well as prayer (spiritual warfare), worship and prophecy.
Described How it Works:
You ask God for it and he gives it to you.
Someone asks God on your behalf and he gives it to you.
It spontaneously emerges at times of great or intense anointing.
I clarified that I do not believe that the Gift of Tongues is THE sign or evidence that you are a believer, but rather that it can be A sign.
I shared my personal experience with the gift.
As well as some personal observations
As prayer or praise it can operate at will
I can turn it on and off
As a prophetic utterance, like all revelation, it must be imitated by God.
It can be spoken or sung or both.
Sometimes difficult for intellectuals and academics to embrace this gift.
For this reason some have rejected and even forbidden this spiritual gift. 
However scripture says in 1 Corinthians 14:39-40 “Therefore, my brothers and sisters - be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues.40 But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.
Offered some Biblical Examples:
On the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2
The use of the gifts references seven times in 1 Corinthians 14
He’s giving commentary and instruction for its use in the church at Corinth.
Included is this bold declaration in verse 18
“I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.”
The Spiritual Gift of Tongues is clearly biblical

Today: The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues
We’ll Define it
Explain its Purpose
How it Works
Offer a Biblical Example
We’ll end with ministry time
If you have spiritual eyes that see and ears that hear please begin listening to the Holy Spirit now.

Read and Pray 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.
I’m preaching this series for two main reasons?
To help foster healthier, clearer and more intimate communication between you and God.
And by that help you do what God has called you to do more effectively.

Define The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues:
The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues is the God-given inspiration to speak in the language of the listener, giving them the equivalent of that which was spoken in tongues. 
The tongues and interpretation of tongues are two side of the same coin. 
They are so closely interconnected that Paul does not conceive of one without the other in a public worship service: 
1 Corinthians 14:5 “I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues,  unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified.”
1 Corinthians 14:13 “For this reason the one who speaks in a tongue should pray that they may interpret what they say.”
1 Corinthians 14:27-28 “If anyone speaks in a tongue, two - or at the most three - should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God.”
Let me remind you that all gifts, including these two, are treated by Paul as an act of service and a manifestation “for the common good”
1 Corinthians 12:4-7 “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”
Tongues and interpretation of tongues may seem strange to you but they are good and they are of God.
So, The Gift of tongues is:
A service to the body
For the good of the body
And is completed by its companion, Interpretation.  
Take note, the gift of interpretation of tongues is not:
The ability to translate languages
It’s not a word by word or phrase by phrase translation of the tongue
You can’t diagram it like you would a sentence in English class
It’s spiritual, not natural.
It’s not translation but interpretation

Purpose of The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues:
Understanding and Edification
It helps the body to understand the manifestation of the gift of tongues when given in a public meeting - therefore allowing the body to be edified.
1 Corinthians 14:1-5 “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit. 3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort. 4 Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies edifies the church. 5 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified.”
The interpretation is a supernatural anointing or manifestation
Just as is the tongues
Both originate from the Spirit.

When Tongues is utilized as a prophetic utterance
The congregation will remain un-edified by a spoken ‘tongue’ if there is no interpretation. 
Paul goes so far as to say: “I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19 But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.” In 1 Corinthians 14:19
And goes on to forbids the continued use of tongues without an interpretation: 
 1 Corinthians 14:28 “If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God.”
This presumes the common practice in that community of both prophetic tongues and interpretation of tongues.

How does the Gift of Interpretation of Tongues Work?
Has anyone here seen this gift in operation?
Where a person speaks out in a tongue and then that person or another interprets it?
Describe what typically happens

So, a person, inspirited by the Holy Spirit speaks out a message in tongues.
The next step is to pray and wait for the interpretation
Others in the room with the gifts of tongues and or interpretation of tongues or prophetic gifts should also be praying for the interpretation
Actually, everyone can begin praying that an interpretation is given

The Interpretation is Spoken
Length of Time
Since it is the Lord who gives the interpretation, the length of time speaking may not correspond to the time spent over the actual speaking in ‘tongues’. 
The interpretation may seem to be longer or shorter in length than the original utterance. 
This is common.
There may be multiple interpretation by various people
It is wise for the one who speaks out “loud and clear’.
Initially interpretations may be a little ‘muddy’ due to nervousness. 

Biblical Examples of the Gift of Tongues
I couldn’t locate an account in scripture where someone describes a prophetic tongue being spoken and the following interpretation.
Please remember that for the first 300 years of the church there wasn't a bible.
 The term "The bible says," didn't exist for the first three centuries of the church. 
For 300 years there weren't any appeals to "book, chapter and verse." 
They didn't have a book to reference, they we're lead by theHoly Spirit.
Or to quote Bill Johnson: 
"Much of today's church relies more on a book the early church didn't have, than the Holy Spirit they did."

However, in 1 Corinthians 14:26-33 Saint Paul offers detailed instruction of their use.
This wouldn’t be necessary if the gift wasn’t commonly in operation in the early church.
Let’s look at those verses
26 What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be built up. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two - or at the most three - should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God.
29 Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said. 30 And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. 31 For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged. 32 The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets. 33 For God is not a God of disorder but of peace - as in all the congregations of the Lord’s people….
Tongues and prophetic words were so common in the Corinthian church, and in such abundance, that Paul had to give practical instructions for how they could best be used in a group setting.
This is clear from his closing words in the chapter 1 Corinthians 14:39-40 “Therefore, my brothers and sisters be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues.40 But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.”

How do you receive this Gift?
Like most of the gifts…
Ask
Be available 
Take a risk 

Any Questions?
Next Week: The Gifts of Passion: The Heart of God
Compassion, Encouragement and Service

Ministry Time
Everybody Please Stand
Let’s Pray
