The Gospel of John 5:31-47

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 5
· Today we’ll finish up chapter five
· Read and Pray
· Today I’ve decided to use The Message instead of my usual, the NIV
· Just to change it up

30-33 “I can’t do a solitary thing on my own: I listen, then I decide. You can trust my decision because I’m not out to get my own way but only to carry out orders. If I were simply speaking on my own account, it would be an empty, self-serving witness. But an independent witness confirms me, the most reliable Witness of all. Furthermore, you all saw and heard John, and he gave expert and reliable testimony about me, didn’t he?

34-38 “But my purpose is not to get your vote, and not to appeal to mere human testimony. I’m speaking to you this way so that you will be saved. John was a torch, blazing and bright, and you were glad enough to dance for an hour or so in his bright light. But the witness that really confirms me far exceeds John’s witness. It’s the work the Father gave me to complete. These very tasks, as I go about completing them, confirm that the Father, in fact, sent me. The Father who sent me, confirmed me. And you missed it. You never heard his voice, you never saw his appearance. There is nothing left in your memory of his Message because you do not take his Messenger seriously.

39-40 “You have your heads in your Bibles constantly because you think you’ll find eternal life there. But you miss the forest for the trees. These Scriptures are all about me! And here I am, standing right before you, and you aren’t willing to receive from me the life you say you want.

41-44 “I’m not interested in crowd approval. And do you know why? Because I know you and your crowds. I know that love, especially God’s love, is not on your working agenda. I came with the authority of my Father, and you either dismiss me or avoid me. If another came, acting self-important, you would welcome him with open arms. How do you expect to get anywhere with God when you spend all your time jockeying for position with each other, ranking your rivals and ignoring God?

45-47 “But don’t think I’m going to accuse you before my Father. Moses, in whom you put so much stock, is your accuser. If you believed, really believed, what Moses said, you would believe me. He wrote of me. If you won’t take seriously what he wrote, how can I expect you to take seriously what I speak?”

A Very Important Question
· To whom is Jesus speaking?
· It would be very easy to misunderstand and misapply Jesus’ words if we forget this.
· Verses 1-15 tell us that Jesus heals a man on the Sabbath and the Jewish leaders we’re upset about this violation of their Sabbath laws.
· Verse 16 adds this:
· So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute him.
· Verse 18 adds that these Jewish leaders have been trying to kill Jesus
· Jesus has been responding to them since verse 17
· Jesus is speaking to uber religious people
· People who are EXTREMELY upset with him
· You have to be if you’re at the point of murder!
· People who are offended at him and who view him as a threat:
· To their way of life
· The status quo
· And their finely tuned religious institution
· To understand this monologue we need to understand its context.

Jesus’ Three Fold Witness

· In Jesus’ day self-testimony was not reliable in a court of law; 
· But Jesus has far more than His own testimony regarding who He is.
· Verses 30-33
· 30-33 “I can’t do a solitary thing on my own: I listen, then I decide. You can trust my decision because I’m not out to get my own way but only to carry out orders. If I were simply speaking on my own account, it would be an empty, self-serving witness. But an independent witness confirms me, the most reliable Witness of all. Furthermore, you all saw and heard John, and he gave expert and reliable testimony about me, didn’t he?
· We see three witnesses here:
· The witness of John The Baptist
· The witness of the Works of Jesus
· That “most reliable Witness” - God the Father

· This principle is established by Deuteronomy 19:15
· “One witness is not enough to convict anyone accused of any crime or offense they may have committed. A matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.”
· Jesus has just told the Jews that He is God
· but His testimony alone about himself is not enough.

· In the following passage, Jesus calls forth three absolutely credible witnesses who will testify that He is equal to the Father. 
· But these enemies of Jesus, these persecutors who hate him and want to kill him…
· They will reject these witnesses and their testimony.
· Let’s look at these witnesses

The Witness of John the Baptist.

· 34-35 “But my purpose is not to get your vote, and not to appeal to mere human testimony. I’m speaking to you this way so that you will be saved. John was a torch, blazing and bright, and you were glad enough to dance for an hour or so in his bright light. 

· John was a bright and blazing torch
· A light that the Jewish leaders chose to enjoy for a time
· A short time
· John was a true and reliable witness of Jesus Christ
· This is plainly stated in John 1:32-34
· 32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”
· John is a witness, testifying to what he has seen and heard.
· Nonetheless, these religious leaders rejected John’s testimony regarding Jesus’ identity


The Witness of the Works of Jesus.

· 36 But the witness that really confirms me far exceeds John’s witness. It’s the work the Father gave me to complete. These very tasks, as I go about completing them, confirm that the Father, in fact, sent me. 
· John is a good witness
· But Jesus says he has an even better witness
· “The work the Father gave me to complete”
· Every aspect of the works of Jesus testified to the deity of Jesus.
· The majority of the miraculous works of Jesus were simple acts of compassion and mercy
· Done for simple, needy people. 
· In this, these works … bear witness to the heart of God. 
· Though the Jews did look for a miraculous Messiah… 
· They did not look for One who would express His miraculous power in simple acts of compassion and mercy. 
· They wanted a Messiah to use miraculous power to bring political deliverance to Israel.
· Because Jesus' miraculous works didn't fit in with what they thought the Messiah would do, they rejected the witness of Jesus' works.
· Jesus didn’t do the whole “Messiah Thing” according to Jews leaders’ expectations.


The Witness of the Father

· 37-38 The Father who sent me, confirmed me. And you missed it. You never heard his voice, you never saw his appearance. There is nothing left in your memory of his Message because you do not take his Messenger seriously.

· When did God the Father testify to Jesus? I
· In virtually every work and word of Jesus
· By them God the Father testified to Jesus status as the Son of God. 
· But specifically, the Father did testifiy to Jesus’ sonship.
· Not only in Old Testament prophecy…
· But also at Jesus’ baptism in Luke 3:21-22
· 21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

· The Same Voice!
· The same voice that spoke at creation
· The same voice that spoke into existence everything out of nothing
· That same voice that spoke to the patriarch Abraham: 
· “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.”
· The same voice that appeared to and spoke to Isaac, 
· Telling him not to go to Egypt, but to “live in the land where I tell you to live.”
· The same voice that spoke to Jacob
· Telling him to: “Go back to the land of your fathers and to your relatives, and I will be with you.”
· The same voice that spoke to Moses at the burning bush, the cloud and at Mount Sinai
· The same voice that spoke to the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
· That very same voice – the voice of God the father Almighty is speaking audibly, publically at Jesus’ baptism!
· Testifying to Jesus’ identity as the very Son of God
· And still the Jewish leaders missed it!

· Three Witnesses
· God the Father, John the Baptist and The Works of Jesus.
· All rejected
· They have eyes but they cannot see.
· They have ears but refuse to hear.
· Listen to me; never underestimate the incredibly deceptive power of a religious spirit.


· To them Jesus says in verses 39-40
· 39-40 “You have your heads in your Bibles constantly because you think you’ll find eternal life there. But you miss the forest for the trees. These Scriptures are all about me! And here I am, standing right before you, and you aren’t willing to receive from me the life you say you want.
· They will not receive the testimony of the Father, because though they bibles in their hands…
· They do not have God in their hearts
· They can't hear God or see God
· Do we need any more evidence to prove to us that the written word alone is not enough?
· Yes, let’s have the word in our hands!
· But we MUST have the Spirit in our hearts!
· They were THE experts at the written word
· And stilled missed the Messiah they had so diligently studied about in their scrolls
· They couldn’t see the forest for their theological trees.

· Guys, we can know the Bible and not know God
· John Nyhan in seminary:
· Debate with professor ove a particular text
· “Nyhan, I teach this stuff, I don’t believe it!”

An Absence of Love
· Always a red flag
· Verses 41-44
· 41-44 “I’m not interested in crowd approval. And do you know why? Because I know you and your crowds. I know that love, especially God’s love, is not on your working agenda. I came with the authority of my Father, and you either dismiss me or avoid me. If another came, acting self-important, you would welcome him with open arms. How do you expect to get anywhere with God when you spend all your time jockeying for position with each other, ranking your rivals and ignoring God?
· They are not willing because they don't have God's love.
· God’s love is not on their working agenda
· They’re Jockeying for position
· Concerned with man's honor, not the honor that comes from God.

David Guzik adds this commentary about these religious leaders:
· “We see that these reasons essentially have to do with the heart, not with the mind. People like this may hide behind intellectual excuses, but the bottom line is that they have a heart problem with Jesus, not a head problem.”
· I enjoy study – more than most
· It’s good to study the things of God
· But it’s vastly batter to know God himself
· Why settle for knowing about God when you could actually know God?

Verses 45-47
· 45-47 “But don’t think I’m going to accuse you before my Father. Moses, in whom you put so much stock, is your accuser. If you believed, really believed, what Moses said, you would believe me. He wrote of me. If you won’t take seriously what he wrote, how can I expect you to take seriously what I speak?”
· These religious leaders rejected Jesus because they rejected God's word given through their deliverer Moses. 
· Moses accuses them, because Moses wrote about Jesus and they won't receive the testimony of Moses.
· They had the words but misinterpreted them
· Then they misapplied their misinterpretation
· Listen, we can have accurate revelation and still miss it because of a poor interpretation or a wrong application

Jesus said of Moses that “He wrote of Me”
· So much so that Jesus taught a Bible study on it.
· He really did
· After the resurrection, on the Road to Emmaus a hidden Jesus is speaking with his two of his disciples and says in Luke 24:25-27
· 25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
· How would you like to have been part of that bible study?

So, What’s the take away for us from John 5
· What can we take with us for Monday Morning?
· God’s ways are not our ways
· They really aren’t
· That means we have to change
· These were religious professional who had studied all their lives to recognize the Messiah when he came
· And STILL they missed him
· They had filters
· Mental, emotional, religious, theological and spiritual filters
· Filters that blinded them to the manifest presence of God even when he was standing right in front of them.
· Filters that caused them to kill the very Savior God sent them
· We would be fools to think we do not have filters of our own

· How do we avoid their mistakes
· Stay humble
· One practical way to do that is to remain teachable
· Only the prideful and arrogant think they know everything and have nothing left to learn
· How can I say that?
· Because that was me.
· I remember how arrogant I was when I finished a 2 year discipleship program
· I had an answer for everything
· And a chapter and verse to back it up
· But I didn’t have love!
· If I “do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal”
· 1 Corinthians 13:1
· “Knowledge puffs up, while love builds up.” 
· 1 Corinthians 8:1
· I believe differently today than I did a decade or two decades ago
· I think that speaks to both humility and maturity
· Expect God to color outside your preferred lines
· Don’t you know that God will offend our minds to reveal our hearts
· And when he does, because he will… 
· Yield to his ways
· Refuse to violate love
· A very wise old man once told me: 
· “Tom, when you don’t know what to do, and it will be often, chooses love.”
· It’s really true - love never fails
· Embrace the New Covenant of Grace
· And release the Old Covenant of religious rules, regulations, law and the traditions of men.
· Be filled with the Holy Spirit
· Whom Jesus repeatedly called “The Spirit of Truth”.
· Do not be satisfied with information about God
· Cultivate intimate relationship with God

Let’s Pray:
· Oh God pour out your Spirit
· Fill us with the Spirit of Truth
· Make us truly humble
· Give us teachable hearts
· Give us eyes that see
· Eyes that recognize you in our midst
· Even when you come in ways that are different that our preferences or expectations
