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Honest inquiry into His identity has led people for millennia to believe that Jesus was far

more than a mere man.

I. Jesus’ earliest followers believed Him to be God.

a. All N.T. writers name Him Christ/Messiah.

The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the
Messiah” (that is, the Christ). (John 1:41)

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. (Hebrews 13:8)

And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one
another as he commanded us. (1 John 3:23)

b. They name Him Savior and Lord.

I, even I, am the Lord, and apart from me there is no Savior. (Isaiah 43:11)

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. (Luke
2:11)

...you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. (2 Peter 1:11)

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform
our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. (Philippians 3:20-21)

c. They name Him the Son of God.

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. (Hebrews 4:14)

At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. (Acts 9:20)
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things

were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or
rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all



things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the
supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross. (Colossians 1:15-20)

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh
and blood, but by my Father in heaven. (Matthew 16:15-17)

If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. (1
John 4:15)

d. They name Him God.

Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is
God over all, forever praised! Amen. (Romans 9:5)

while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior,
Jesus Christ, **who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for
himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. (Titus 2:13-14)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made...For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in
closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. (John 1:1-3, 17-18)

e. They name Him worthy of the highest devotion.

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and
it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who
believes in him will never be put to shame.” (Romans 10:9-11)

To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy
people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their
Lord and ours... (1 Corinthians 1:2)

We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him,
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Thessalonians 1:12)

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,



that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11)

Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. (John 9:38)

As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. But Peter made
him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man myself.” (Acts 10:25-26)

1. Jesus claimed, in a variety of ways, to be God.

a. He named Himself the Son of Man.

But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said
to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” (Matthew 9:6)

For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” (Matthew 12:8)

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on
his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. (Matthew 19:28)

“In my vision at night | looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the
clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was
given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language
worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:13-14)

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?”

“I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One
and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?”” he asked. “You have
heard the blasphemy. What do you think?”

They all condemned him as worthy of death. (Mark 14:61-63)

b. He named Himself the source of blessings.

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against
you because of me.” (Matthew 5:11)

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:29)



c. He named Himself the Fulfillment of the Law of Moses & the Prophets.

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish
them but to fulfill them. (Matthew 5:17)

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled
that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” (Luke 24:44)

d. He named Himself the Authoritative Interpreter of Scripture.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.” But | tell you that anyone
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. (Matthew
5:27-28)

When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because
he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. (Matthew 7:28-29)

e. He named Himself the Righteous Judge.

Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your
name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?” Then | will tell them
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” (Matthew 7:22-23)

Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may
honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the
Father, who sent him. (John 5:22-23)

Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his
appearing. (2 Timothy 4:8)

f. He named Himself King of the heavenly kingdom.

“Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of
Man coming in his kingdom.” (Matthew 16:28)

And | confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, so that you may eat and
drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (Luke
22:29-30)

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my
arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”
“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.



Jesus answered, “You say that [ am a king. In fact, the reason | was born and came into the
world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” (John 18:36-37)

g. He named Himself the Son of God.

So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute
him. In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I
too am working.” For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking
the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
(John 5:16-18)

Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.”

At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so
did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. Are you
greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?”
Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as
your God, is the one who glorifies me. Though you do not know him, I know him. If | said | did
not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. Your father Abraham
rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”

“You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!”

“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” At this, they picked
up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. (John
8:51-59)

I and the Father are one.”

Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, “I have
shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”

“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a
mere man, claim to be God.” (John 10:30-31)

1. Jesus gave miraculous proof of being God.

a. By fulfilling more than 300 OT prophecies.

1.

|®

1 are quite specific including things He had no control over
His birth: Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2 / Mt. 2:4-6)
Out of Egypt (Hos. 11:1 / Mt. 2:13-18)
Called a Nazarene (Is. 53:3/Mt. 2:23)
Betrayed by a friend (not a political leader) (Ps. 41:9)
For thirty pieces of silver (not forty or gold) (Zech. 11:12-13)
He would ride into Jerusalem (Zech. 9:9)
On a female donkey
2. What are the Odds of one person fulfilling just eight of these prophecies?



e One in 10" (quintillion - 10 followed by 17 zeros)
o Silver dollars 2 feet deep over the state of Texas
3. What are the odds for 48 of these prophecies?
e One in 10" — count an inch of electrons at 250 per minute: 19° million
years
b. By performing 37 miracles.

Changing water into wine.
Cleansed lepers.

Healed many diseases

Cast out demons

Cured paralytics/lame

Give sight to the blind

Stilled a storm

Walked on the sea

Fed four and five thousand people
o Raised three people from the dead

c. By predicting His death and resurrection just as it would occur.

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. (Matthew 16:21)

The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all
this?”

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”

They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in
three days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead,
his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that
Jesus had spoken. (John 2:18-22)

He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly
of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
(Matthew 12:39-40)

d. By rising from the dead three days after He was crucified.
“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” So they

went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. (Matthew
27:65-66)



On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had
prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they
entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus...It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary
the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. But they did not
believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. (Luke 21:1-2, 10-11)

For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared
to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still
living, though some have fallen asleep. (1 Corinthians 15:3-6)

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this
book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:30-31)



