The Gospel of John 12:12-19

Intro
· Open Bible to John 12:12
· We’re working our way through The Gospel of John
· Last week we looked at Mary anointing Jesus with expensive perfume
· And Judas’ offence which gave birth to his betrayal of Jesus
· I also shared some thoughts and insights concerning women and the church
· Today we’ll continue in chapter 12 with a look at Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem
· Read and pray: John 12:12-19

The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,

“Hosanna!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Blessed is the king of Israel!”

Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:

    “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
    see, your king is coming,
    seated on a donkey’s colt.”

At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that these things had been done to him.

Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!”

Verse 12
· The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.
· The next day is the day after the party
· The party at Simon the Leaper’s house
· Where Jesus was the guest of honor
· And Lazarus, who had been raised from the dead, was also there
· With his sisters; Martha and Mary
· It was at this party that Mary anointed Jesus
· and Judas was offended
· Leading to his betrayal of Jesus to the Chief Priests
· Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem
· Why?
· We looked at this a few weeks ago
· It’s in preparation of the Passover
· John 11:55-57
· When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover. They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple courts they asked one another, “What do you think? Isn’t he coming to the festival at all?” But the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that anyone who found out where Jesus was should report it so that they might arrest him.
· The Passover is almost at hand
· Preparations need to be made
· And the Chief Priests and Pharisees have people looking out for Jesus
· To capture him and kill him.
· They never anticipated this arrival to Jerusalem.

Verse 13
· They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,
“Hosanna!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Blessed is the king of Israel!”
· Raising Lazarus from the dead had a HUGE ripple effect
· People from all over the region have either see or heard about it
· And they wanted to see Jesus
· Verses 17-18 make this perfectly clear:
· Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him.
· They wanted to make him their earthly King
· The King of Israel
· They were shouting “Blessed is the king of Israel!”
· They were expecting a Messiah that would free them from bondage to Rome
· And who better than a King that can multiple food, heal the sick and raise the dead?
· An army lead by such a King would be unstoppable!
· They weren’t expecting The Prince of Peace
· Who would sacrifice his life to free them from the bondage to sin
· And separation from the Father.
· This large, enthusiastic crowd greeted Jesus with the Messianic words of Psalm 118:25-26
Lord, save us!
Lord, grant us success!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.
· The loud cry of “Hosanna!” meant:
· “Save us” or "save now," 
· They were looking for a Messianic King
· Someone like King David to rescue them
· And for many reasons the people thought Jesus was it.
· The Chief Priests and Pharisees couldn’t see it at all
· They couldn’t see Jesus as Messiah
· Blinded by religion, all they saw was a religious, political and economic threat
· But the people saw
· At least in part
· Enough to receive him in this regal fashion

Verses 14-15
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:
“Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
see, your king is coming,
seated on a donkey’s colt.”
· Here Jesus showed that His purpose was peace by riding a donkey 
· Not some mighty steed dressed for battle and prepared for war.
· In fulfillment of prophecy Zechariah 9:9
Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!
Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious,
lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
· Why Palm Branches?
· Palm branches were a symbol of Jewish nationalism since the time of the Maccabees. 
· And this was a patriotic rally
· Think Canada Day Parade
· Or a 4th of July Parade in the States
· Waving Palm branches was akin to waving the flag
· It’s another clear indicator that the crowds were looking to Jesus as a political and national savior, 
· Not a spiritual savior.

Verse 16
· At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that these things had been done to him.
· I have to tell you that this verse comforts me greatly
· These disciple have been walking with God in the flesh
· THE Word made flesh, dwelling among them
· For three years!
· And verse 16 says that the disciple: 
· “did not understand all this”
· Guys, there have been so many times and season on my 40 year spiritual journey that I did not understand.
· Only later did some of it make sense
· There are things, many things, that I still don’t understand
· But I’ve learned to trust God
· That He’s good and He love me
· It’s enough to carry me until understanding comes
· If it didn’t make sense to the disciple who walked physically side by side with Jesus…
· If it didn’t make sense to them until later on…
· It’s perfectly ok if what God is doing in your life right now doesn’t make sense to you until later on as well.

Verses 17-18
· Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. 
· David Guzik comments here that:
· The crowds adored Jesus because they believed that the raising of Lazarus from the dead established Jesus' credentials as a conquering Messiah.
· Commentator F.F. Bruce adds:
· "One who could summon a dead man back to life would certainly be able to deliver the holy city from the yoke of Caesar."
· Again, The people saw a truth but not the deeper reality
· Jesus was indeed coming to set them free
· But not as they expected
· I wonder how many times we do the same thing with Jesus
· We assume he’s doing one thing
· When he’s actually doing something other

Verse 19
· So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!”
· The popularity of Jesus was offensive to His enemies
· It was driving them crazy
· To the point of plotting double murder
· Jesus and Lazarus
· In nearly every chapter of this gospel we see recorded issues concerning conflict with Jesus and the Pharisees
· The Pharisees and the Chief Priest
· Between Jesus and the religious order of the day
· And this conflict is soon coming to a head
· From the Pharisees’ perspective
· All the worst fears are coming true
· The people are flocking to Jesus
· And they want Jesus as their new leader
· As their earthly Messianic King
· Every fear and insecurity the religious leaders have are being triggered

What does this teach us?
· What can we learn from this?
· John 1:14 tells us that:
· The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
· Meaning that the Presence of our spiritual, heavenly God was made manifest on earth
· When the manifest presence of God shows up
· It has an impact
· It has an effect
· It did when Jesus came to earth in the flesh
· It does when the Holy Spirit is manifested in our midst today
· So, what does this teach us?
· The manifest presence of God will disrupt the status quo
· And set people free
· That’s what Jesus did
· That’s what the Holy Spirit does
· The manifest presence of God brings change
· That’s what Jesus did
· That’s what the Holy Spirit does
· The manifest presence of God will profoundly trigger religious spirits
· Making them irrationally angry and threatened
· That’s what Jesus did
· That’s what the Holy Spirit does
· The manifest presence of God makes room of the outcasts
· And for the supernatural
· That’s what Jesus did
· That’s what the Holy Spirit does
· The manifest presence of God stirs passion and creates choice
· Will I follow Jesus
· Or do I want to kill him?
· Those were the two responses we saw last week
· Mary loved Jesus passionately and publically
· While Judas was offended to the point of betrayal
· They each had a choice
· Just like the crowds with palm branches and the Pharisees
· We too have a choice
· What will we do with the manifest presence of God in our lives?
· What will we do with the in dwelling of the Holy Spirit?
· Pharisee and Disciple alike had to decide what they were going to do with:
· “The Word made flesh dwelling among them”
· We have to decided what were going to do with:
· “Christ in us, the hope of glory”
· Namely, the Holy Spirit
· Scripture makes it clear that we are temples of the Holy Spirit, he dwells inside us.
· Jesus loved the people
· But he didn’t conform to the religious order of the day
· I want to be a man that lives my life conformed to Him
· I bet you’re the same.
Ministry Time
· Who needs prayer today?
· Do you have choices to make?
· Are you struggling with God not working according to your expectations?
· Has the manifest presence of God been disruptive to your journey?
· Do you have any prayer need at all?
· Physical healing?
· Financial provision?
· Conflict resolution?
· Let’s break into small groups of 3 or 4 and pray for one another as I close with a final song.
