The Gospel of John 14:12-14

Intro
· Open Bibles to John 14
· Last week we began our look at chapter 14
· Jesus is in the upper room with his closest friends
· Celebrating the Passover
· Just prior to his arrest and crucifixion

· Already we’ve seen that Jesus…
· Washed his disciples feet
· Announced in the most gracious of ways that one of them would betray him
· Gave them a new command to love at a new standard
· Himself, we are to love as he has loved us.
· Encouraged Peter in his coming trial (Luke 22:32)
· “… I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”
· He answers Thomas’ question about the way he was going
· With this profound statement:
· “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
· And Philip’s question about the Father
· “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father… I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me.”
· I took a fair amount of time last week explaining why Jesus said:
· “No one comes to the Father except through me.”
· But I failed to touch on the first part of Jesus’ statement
· “I am the way, the truth and the life.”
· Let me take a few minutes to touch on that and then we’ll finish up today with verses 12-14
· Let’s break down the first part of John 14:6a …
· “I am the way, the truth and the life.”
I Am
· Here we have another of the great “I AM” Statement so Jesus

· The term “I am” in Greek, is a very intense way of referring to oneself. 
· It would be comparable to saying: 
· “I myself, and only I, am.” 
· It’s specific
· It’s definitive
· It’s crystal clear in it’s clarity
· “I myself, and only I, am.” 

· This is not the only time in the Gospels that we find Jesus using this term. 
· In Matthew 22:32 Jesus quotes the first portion of Exodus 3:6, the account of Moses before the burning bush…
· Where God uses the same intense term to say:
· “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 
· The second half of Exodus 3:6 ends this way…
· At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.
· Every Hebrew knew that the term “I AM” referred to God

· In John 8:58, Jesus said:
· “Truly, truly I say unto you, before Abraham was, I am.” 
· The Jews there clearly understood Jesus to be calling Himself God
· Because in the next verse it says that they picked up stones to stone Him
· For committing what they thought was blasphemy in equating Himself with God. 

· In Matthew 28:20, as Jesus gave the Great Commission
· He gave it emphasis by saying, 
· “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

· As we’ll see later on in John 18:4-6
· When the soldiers came seeking Jesus in the garden the night before His crucifixion, He told them, “I am he,” 
· Jesus’ words were so powerful that the soldiers actually fell to the ground 

· The term “I AM” reflect the very name of God in Hebrew, 
· Yahweh, which means
· “to be” or “the self-existing one.” 
· Or “I myself, and only I, am.” 
· It is THE name of power and authority, 
· and Jesus claimed it as His own.
· Jesus IS the great “I Am”

The Way
· Here Jesus uses the definite article – the word THE
· He uses it to distinguish Himself as “the only way.”
· Jesus is stating emphatically that he is THE way
· That he is the ONLY way
 
· By which He means:
· The way to heaven is not some religious system
· Or a set of some spiritual teachings to follow
· It’s not the 10 Commandments
· Or the 613 Mosaic Laws
· It’s not even the Sermon on the Mount
· It’s Him!
· Not rules, regulations, principal, laws, behavior or performance
· It’s Him, a relationship with Him
· Jesus himself is THE way
· The ONLY way 


· This way cannot be found in you
· Or even your most sincere of efforts. 
· Jesus is stating boldly and plainly
· The way is Me!
· It can only be found in him

· Jesus is saying to Thomas
· You know the way to where I am going because it's Me!
· The minute you reduce The WAY down to a list of do's and don'ts
· Or try to come up with an alternative approach to getting right with God the Father
· You've put yourself on a path that leads only to destruction.
· It has to because Jesus is the only way, the only path…

· Strong’s concordance defines “way” as:
· A path, a route, or a journey
· Remember the disciples had expressed their confusion about where Jesus was going and how they could follow. 
· Jesus’ answer is the same now as it was from the beginning…
· Follow me.

· There is no other path
· Not to live the Christian life
· Not to heaven
· Not to the Father. 
· Peter reiterated this same truth years later to the rulers in Jerusalem, saying about Jesus, 
· “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
· The exclusive nature of the only way to salvation…
· To fellowship with God
· To unity with the Godhead
· And the love shared among the Trinity is expressed in these simple words
· “I am the way.”

The Truth
· Again Jesus used the definite article to emphasize Himself as: 
· “THE truth”
· “The ONLY truth.” 

· Psalm 119:142 NASB says:
· “Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Your law is truth.
· In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus reminded His listeners of several points of the Law, and then added:
· “But I tell you . . .” (Matthew 5:22, 28, 32, 34, 39, 44)
· Six times Jesus sets himself up as a standard higher than the law
· The law says this but I’m telling you something other
· Jesus wasn’t just equating Himself with the Law of God as the authoritative standard of righteousness. 
· He was actually surpassing it with his “But I tell you” statements
· He was coming up over the top

· When He says I am the Truth, He means:
· "Trust Me in this.
· Count on what I'm saying to you. 
· I am not giving you truth; 
· I AM the truth!
· Jesus isn’t a truth among many truths
· He’s THE truth among all truths
· In the same way he is King of Kings and Lord of Lords
· He is The truth over every truth.

· Vine’s Expository Dictionary: 
· Defines the word truth from John 14:6 as:
· An absolute force
· Meaning not merely ethical "truth," but "truth" in all its fullness and scope
· Truth as embodied in Christ
· He himself, Jesus was and is the perfect expression of THE truth
· Jesus, the incarnate Word of God
· The word of made flesh dwelling among us
· Is not just THE source of ALL truth
· Jesus is THE truth itself
· We live in a world of illusions
· A world of Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
· A world finely crafted by the Media and Madison Avenue 
· We live in a world that perpetually wears a mask, a facade
· Jesus represents the maskless truth
· The Truth, the whole Truth and nothing but the truth
· The unmasked truth
· And that’s exactly what the world desperately longs for and needs


The Life
· Jesus had just been telling His disciples about His impending death 
· And now He was claiming to be the source of all life. 

· Life here in the Greek is the word Zoe
· Vine’s says of Zoe that it is:
· “Life as a principle, life in the absolute sense, life as God has it.”
· Strong's adds: 
· “It is the absolute fullness of life, both essential and ethical, the life which belongs to God.”
· When Jesus refers to himself as “the life”
· Once again he is stating emphatically the he is THE life
· Not a good version of life
· Not the best version of life here on earth
· He is THE very life of God
· Life abundant
· Life eternal
· The fullness of life
· Zoe is the same word used for life in John 10:10
· The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
· KJV says “I have come that they may have life and have it more abundantly”
· Abundantly…
· Grandma serving spaghetti “Abudanza, abudanza!”
· This is the life of Jesus – Abudanza!

· In John 10:17–18, Jesus declared that He was going to lay down His life for His sheep, and then take it back again. 
· He spoke of His authority over life and death as being granted to Him by the Father. 
· As we’ll see later on in John 14:19, Jesus give this promise that:
· “Because I live, you also will live.” 
· Because I am life
· You will have life

· The fullness of life Jesus was about to provide was not a political or social deliverance
· Which is what most of the Jews were seeking
· Even the disciples
· But rather a true deliverance
· From a life of bondage to sin and death
· To a full eternal life of freedom in Christ

· When He says I am the Life, He means, 
· "There is a kind of life that is only a shadow of what God created it to be. 
· He’s says that life without Me is like an echo; 
· it is at best the fading reflection of the real thing, 
· Here for a moment and then gone. 
· He’s saying: the life I give is abundant and eternal. 
· It outlasts the few years we have here. 
· It easily outshines the best this world can offer. 
· He’s saying: It is the very life of God in you. 
· I'm not here to point you to this kind of life. 
· I am your life. 
· Let Me loose in you and watch what happens!"

The Only Way  to the Father
· Now Jesus could have stopped right there and it would be enough to pin us to our seats in wonder. 
· But He doesn't stop there. 
· He ups the ante even more when He adds, 
· No one comes to the Father except through Me. 
· Basically that means that we can add the word ONLY to each of the preceding phrases 
· I am the only Way
· I am the only Truth
· And I am the only Life.

· In this profound statement Jesus is communicating clearly that
· He himself is our journey, our philosophy and our existence
· Our journey – our way
· Our philosophy – our truth
· And our existence – our life
· The God who existed before time and space is our all in all
· Jesus is our everything
· He’s all we’ll ever need
· In Him we will find life abundant and eternal
· Look to no other source
· “Follow me” Jesus says.
· The all knowing, all powerful God of the Universe is everything and has everything
· And get this…	
· He loves you like CRAZY!
· OK, with that as a back drop let’s move briefly on to verses 12-14


Verse 12
· Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 
· There is a oneness of life that God has been seeking with us since before creation
· That we would be one with him
· Just as he is one with the Father
· It is from that understanding
· And from that relationship of oneness and connection…
· That Jesus continues to speak words of encouragement to his dearest friends


· Very truly
· I’ve just told you that I am the truth
· Now listen to some truth

· Whoever believes
· Whoever
· An open invitation
· Whoever trusts me
· Whoever accepts the invitation and enters intoa trusting relationship with me
· Whoever is my trusted friend

· will do the works I have been doing 
· What works has Jesus been doing?
· Healing the sick
· Raising the dead
· Casting out demons
· Multiplying food
· Prophesying
· Teaching
· Challenging the status quo
· Binding up broken hearts
· Opening blind eyes
· Setting captives free
· Reveal the true heart and nature of the Father
· And doing it ALL in the context of relationship
· With loving and trusting friends
· and they will do even greater things than these 
· Why?
· Because Jesus goes to the Father
· And send us The Holy Spirit 
· As we’ll begin to see in verses 15 and beyond next time
· Some say greater couldn’t possibly mean greater displays of supernatural power
· It must be referring to scope and influence
· In other words… 
· more people filled with the Holy Spirit means greater things
· I say it’s both
· Filled with the Holy Spirit many more in many places will do exactly what Jesus did and more!

Verses 13-14
· And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
· In my name and to the Father’s glory
· That’s key, that the qualifier
· In my name = doing what I do
· It’s not a magical tag line

· Again it’s all about relationship
· This isn’t a legal or logistical arrangement
· We’re not talking about “power of attorney”
· We’re talking about a Son knowing his Father’s heart, his Father’s desires and acting upon them
· In the very same way Jesus did only what he saw the Father doing
· And spoke only the words the Father gave him to speak
· Because of their relationship
· So it will be with us
· As we are one with them
· Jesus isn’t  granted superpowers to do whatever we wish
· We get to participate with God
· Doing what he’s doing
· We’re not given a divine credit card for the world’s greatest shopping spree
· We get to know his heart and do with him what he’s already doing.
· Just like Jesus did with the Father
· Jesus brought the Father glory by following Him
· We do the same by following the Holy Sprit

Let’s Pray
· Oh God
· You are our way, our truth and our life
· Fill us with your truth and life today
· That we may follow you on the way you lead

Ministry Time
· John is going to come up and lead us in a final song
· If you need prayer for anything today please come forward
· If you need to experience Jesus as your way, your truth and you life please come forward for prayer
