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Jesus’ interaction with the children is an illustration of how everyone is saved.
1. Believers should long to see their children blessed by the Lord. (v. 13a)
When Israel saw the sons of Joseph, he asked, “Who are these?”
“They are the sons God has given me here,” Joseph said to his father.
Then Israel said, “Bring them to me so I may bless them.”
Now Israel’s eyes were failing because of old age, and he could hardly see. So Joseph brought his sons close to him, and his father kissed them and embraced them.
Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your face again, and now God has allowed me to see your children too.” 
Then he blessed Joseph and said,
“May the God before whom my fathers
    Abraham and Isaac walked faithfully,
the God who has been my shepherd
    all my life to this day,
the Angel who has delivered me from all harm
    —may he bless these boys.
May they be called by my name
    and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac,
and may they increase greatly
    on the earth.” (Genesis 48:8-11, 15-16)

Believers must make sure their priorities are in line with the Lord’s (v. 13b-14a)
A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.”
Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” (Matthew 15:22-23)

He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me… “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck and they were thrown into the sea.” (Mark 9:36-37, 42)

Believers must have child-like faith. (v. 14b-15) 
Trust and Receptivity
Dependence
But I have calmed and quieted myself,
    I am like a weaned child with its mother;
    like a weaned child I am content. (Psalm 131:2)

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. (1 Peter 2:2-3)

Awe and Wonder
Believers must understand that salvation is by the grace of God and not our merit. (v. 16)
 Surely I was sinful at birth,
    sinful from the time my mother conceived me. (Psalm 51:5)
Even from birth the wicked go astray;
    from the womb they are wayward, spreading lies. (Psalm 58:3)
Folly is bound up in the heart of a child,
    but the rod of discipline will drive it far away. (Proverbs 22:15)
…there is no one who does not sin… (1 Kings 8:46)
Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous,
    no one who does what is right and never sins. (Ecclesiastes 7:20)
“The heart is more deceitful than all else
And is desperately sick;
Who can understand it? (Jeremiah 17:9)
“There is no one righteous, not even one;
     there is no one who understands;
    there is no one who seeks God.
 All have turned away,
    they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good,
    not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12)
To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not charged against anyone’s account where there is no law. Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come. (Romans 5:13-14)
…[Israelite] children who do not yet know good from bad… (Deuteronomy 1:39)
…they have filled this place with the blood of the innocent. They have built the high places of Baal to burn their children in the fire as offerings to Baal… (Jeremiah 19:4b-5)
Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes, he went into the house of the Lord and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request they served him food, and he ate.
His attendants asked him, “Why are you acting this way? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept, but now that the child is dead, you get up and eat!”
[bookmark: _GoBack]He answered, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, ‘Who knows? The Lord may be gracious to me and let the child live.’ But now that he is dead, why should I go on fasting? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me.” (2 Samuel 12:20-23)

