Doin the Stuff

I  Introduction
1  One Bibles to Jeremiah 18

2  The Beatitudes
A  Last week I finished up my 8 part sermon series
B  All 8 parts are available free online:
a  www.thebridgelongisland.com

3  I want to do something a little different today
A  Like I mentioned in the announcements we’re offering a Prophetic Exercise Workshop here at the church at 8:00 PM on Thursdays.
B  This morning I’d like to lead you through one of those exercises
C  Maybe it will whet your appetite for our Thursday night workshop?

4  Outline
A  Biblical Basis for the Exercise
B  Guidelines for Participation
C  Do the Stuff

5  Read & Pray
A   1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will give you my message.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 5 Then the word of the LORD came to me. 6 He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this potter does?” declares the LORD. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel.

II  Biblical Basis for the Exercise
1  Today I want us to do what the biblical prophet Jeremiah did
A  Instead of just speaking verbally to Jeremiah 
a  God had Jeremiah look at a normal everyday cultural activity
b  And then spoke to him metaphorically
B  I want God to do that with us 
a  Right here, right now
b  With you, in this room
C  Very practical application of scripture

2  Will God do this for us?
A  I believe that if we ask him, he will
B  Consider Luke 11:9-13
a  9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

III  Guidelines for Participation
1  Safety net – a safe place to practice, experiment and try new things

2  1 Corinthians 14:1-3
A   1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit. 3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort.
B  Eagerly desiring spiritual gifts, especially prophecy is following the way of love
C  No negative words today
a  Only that which is strengthening, encouraging and comforting 

3  Be Free
A  Not a performance
B  Not a competition
C  Everybody gets to play

IV  Do the Stuff
1  About You
A  Pray
a  Pray and ask for gifts of the Holy Spirit
B  Look
a  Ask God to point out an object in the room to you
C  Listen
a  Ask God to speak to you about you through that object
D  Remember only positive stuff
E  Share
a  Share with group

2  About Our Church
A  Pray
a  Pray and ask for gifts of the Holy Spirit
B  Look
a  Ask God to point out an object in the room to you
C  Listen
a  Ask God to speak to you about our church through that object
D  Remember only positive stuff
E  Share
a  Share with group

V  Q & A
1  This is something you can do anytime
A  With a group or by yourself
B  Help you stretch and grow in prophetic gifting

VI  Ministry Time
1  For one another
A  Pray
a  Pray and ask for gifts of the Holy Spirit
B  Look
a  Ask God to point out an object in the room to you
C  Listen
a  Ask God to speak to you about someone else in the room through that object
D  Remember only positive stuff
E  Share
a  Share with that person and pray for them

2  Background music
A  Close in prayer
