Favor
I. Intro

1. Open Bibles to Luke 2:41-52
2. April’s message: Dreaming God Sized Dreams
a. Eph 3:14-21

b. Verse 20

i. We serve a God… ”who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine”
B. God sized vs. Man sized dreams

C. God given build in homing device to your destiny: Passion

D. What vs. How

a. The Bridge – Long Island it is time to dream again

3. Last week’s message: Focus
A.  “What you focus on you make room for” JPJ
a. Light vs. Darkness

b. Angels vs. Demons

c. Problems vs. Possibilities

i. (anybody else been tested on this throughout the week?)

B. Above the line thinking

a. Col 3:1-2

i. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things."

C. Fixing our Eyes on Jesus

a. Intimacy is critical to this next spiritual season

b. Intimacy will birth the love and faith critical to the days ahead
4. Today: Favor

A. What

B. Why

C. How

a. Proverbs 3:2-4

5. Read & Pray Luke 2:41-52

A. 41Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 42When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. 43After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you." 49"Why were you searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" 50But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 51Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men

B. If Jesus had grew in favor maybe we do as well?

II. What is Favor?

1. Strong’s

A. Grace 130 times

B. Favor 6 times

a. Greek = Charis
i. good will, loving-kindness, favour
ii. what is due to grace

· the spiritual condition of one governed by the power of divine grace

· the token or proof of grace, benefit

· a gift of grace

· benefit, bounty

2. Webster’s

A. A friendly regard

B. A gracious kindness

C. A token of love

D. A special privilege or right

3. JPJ

A. Favor with God indicated that you have a gift

a. Elaborate

B. Favor with man

a. Timing of your gift’s release

b. Scope of your influence

i. We get ourselves in trouble when…

· We have favor with God (Gifting)

· But have yet to gain favor with man

III. Why do we need favor?

1. Favor open’s doors

2. Vision of favor

A. Timing is critical to favor
3. It’s impossible to do God sized things without favor

A. With favor

a. Anything is possible

b. Nothing is impossible

IV. How do we grow in favor?

1. Proverbs 3:1-4
1 My son, do not forget my teaching, 
       but keep my commands in your heart,

 2 for they will prolong your life many years 
       and bring you prosperity.

 3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; 
       bind them around your neck, 
       write them on the tablet of your heart.

 4 Then you will win favor and a good name 
       in the sight of God and man.

A. The Message (verse 3)

a. 3-4 Don't lose your grip on Love and Loyalty. 
   Tie them around your neck; carve their initials on your heart.

2. The test of love & loyalty
A. Is tested in the hard times not in the good times

B. When you have the option to

a. Love or withhold love

b. When you have the option to be disloyal

i. Will I stick the knife in their exposed back?

ii. Will I cover or unclover?

C. To grow in favor you will face these test

D. To grow in favor you need to pass these test

E. Today’s test are for tomorrow’s favor

a. Tested in WV

b. Favor granted in WA

V. Let’s pray…

1. Revelation from pre-service prayer time

A. Water level in a clear container bubbling and rising

B. Holy Spirit touching minds

a. Removing scales from eyes

b. And calluses from hearts

C. Saw angels in the sanctuary behind people ministering to their needs

D. Puzzle pieces

a. Most pieces in place

b. Some needs to be turned around to fit

c. Part of a larger puzzle
