Love 5

Introduction
· Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 13:1-3
· Today is my 5th message on Love

· So far we have looked at these amazing verses:
· Two by Jesus
· Two by the Apostle Paul
· Mark 12:30-31 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
· John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· Ephesians 3:16-19 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
· Romans 8:35-39 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

· Today we’ll begin taking a look at 1 Corinthians 13
· The classic verse on love!
· Aside from 1 John 4:8 (God is Love) this is the most comprehensive explanation of love we have in scripture.
· Today we’ll look at verses 1through 3
· I’ve cover the rest of the chapter in coming weeks
· Read and pray
· If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Context
· 1 Corinthians
· This is the Apostle Paul’s first epistle or letter to the church in Corinth
· His theme is living a Christian lifestyle in a pagan society
· A fitting theme for much of North America today

· Historical Background: 
· Corinth was a large, bustling, wealthy city. 
· Because of its location, goods and people from around the world flowed in and out of its ports. 
· It was a center for art, philosophy, and religion. 
· It contained a number of pagan temples including large ones to Apollo and Aphrodite. 
· The city had a reputation for vice, immorality, and debauchery. 
· It was a party town!
· Paul spent 18 months establishing a church in Corinth during his second missionary journey (Acts 18:1-8). 
· This letter was composed three or four years later
· It was written in response to reports Paul received concerning problems in the church. 

·  Characteristics: 
· The Corinthian church destroys the myth that the early church is the model for us to imitate! 
· Seduction by the surrounding pagan culture had led this church into a host of problems. 
· As a result, 1 Corinthians is full of information about how a Christian lifestyle differs from that of the culture as a whole. 
· This letter is one half of a correspondence between Paul and the Corinth church
· They have written seeking Paul’s counsel concerning various problems 
· This letter is Paul’s response

· This great chapter on Love is found between chapters 12 and 14 
· Chapter 12 is all about the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
· How we are one body with many parts
· Unity with diversity
· The parts of the body representing the gifts of the Spirit
· Wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophesy, discernment, tongues and interpretation of tongues in verses 7-10
· As well as… Apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles, healing, helps, guidance and tongues in verses 28-30
· Chapter 14 picks up again on the Gifts of the Spirit
· Specifically prophecy and the gift of tongues in the first half of chapter 14
· And practical instruction in how these gifts are to function in a corporate gathering, in the second half of the chapter
· Between these two chapters Paul writes concerning love
· One of the most widely used and recognized of all biblical chapters
· Let’s look at the first three verses

Verses 1-2
· The supremacy of love.
· In verses 1and 2 Paul communicates clearly that love is superior to spiritual gifts, period.
· If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 

A Word about the Gift of Tongues
· The Corinthians were enamored with spiritual gifts, 
· Particularly the gift of tongues. 
· I can remember in the early days of my spiritual journey
· The gift of tongues was a big deal
· A very big deal
· It doesn’t seem to be as big a deal in church circles today
· Paul reminds them even the gift of tongues is meaningless without love. 
· Without love, a person may speak with the gift of tongues, but it is as meaningless as sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 
· It is nothing but empty noise.

The term: the tongues of men or of angels
· The Greek word translated here as tongues (glossa – glow-sa) is sometimes translated "languages" in other places 
· You can compare Acts 2:11with Revelation 5:9
· This has led some to say the gift of tongues is simply the ability to communicate the gospel in other human languages
· Or that it’s referring to a person’s capability of learning languages quickly. 
· But the way tongues is used here
· As well as chapters 12 and 14 shows it can, and usually does, refer to a supernatural language
· A language a believer uses to communicates with God. 
· And frankly…
· There is no other way that the reference to “tongues of angels” can possibly be understood other than supernaturally
· Why does this happen?
· Why are some biblical terms like tongues get de-spiritualized?
· Why do some biblical scholars down play the supernatural?
· Frankly, Some people have issues when it comes to the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
· So they try to squeeze the word of God into their personal agenda or bias
· They’re content with information and suspect of experience
· Take note: Apparently, according to these verses
· There indeed are angelic languages that men can speak by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
· Doesn’t that sound like fun?

OK, moving on from tongues alone
· Paul makes it crystal clear that
· The gift of prophecy…
· The ability to understand ALL mysteries… 
· Possessing ALL knowledge…
· And even mountain moving faith – miracles! 
· All of these are irrelevant apart from love. 
· Paul says that if he had all these gifts but lack love, he is nothing!
· The Corinthian Christians were missing the driving motive and the objective behind the gifts
· They were making the gifts and end in and of themselves
· Paul correctly draws the attention back to love.

· Mountain Moving Faith
· Paul seems to have Jesus’ words of Matthew 17:20 in mind here:
· “…Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”
· It’s amazing to have faith for the impossible! 
· But, even that faith is nothing if it is without love.

· David Guzik, Bible Commentator
· “A man with faith can move great mountains; but he will set them down right in the path of somebody else - or right on somebody else - if he doesn't have love!”

· Bear in mind this isn't an issue of love versus the gifts.
· Many churches today foolishly come to that conclusion
· They present it as love versus gifts or…
· The fruit of the Spirit verses the gifts of the Spirit
· Why do we have to choose?
· Let’s love well and live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
· Let’s be a people who exhibit the fruit of the Spirit as we operate in the gifts of the Spirit
· A church should never be forced to choose between love and gifts of the Holy Spirit.
· God isn’t forcing that choice on us
·  Paul is emphasizing the focus and goal of the gifts: which is love
· It’s not either / or
· The church desperately needs both the gifts and love
· The passion of my heart is to train and equip people to use their God given gifts with the love of God.

· The end of verse 2
· …but do not have love, I am nothing. 
· Paul is using the Greek word agape for love. 
· The ancient Greeks had four different words we translate love. 
· It is important to understand the difference between the words, 
· And why the apostle Paul chose the Greek word agape here.
· Let’s look at those four words
· The first two are not in scripture, the last two are

· Eros love. 
· It described, as we might guess from the word itself, erotic love. It refers to sexual love.

· Storge (store-gay) love. 
· It refers to family love, 
· The kind of love there is between a parent and child, 
· or between family members in general.

· Philia (phil-ya) love. 12 variations in the NT
· It speaks of a brotherly friendship and affection. 
· It is the love of deep friendship and partnership. 
· It might be described as the highest love of which man, without God's help, is capable.

· Agape love. 3 variations in the NT
· It is a love that loves without changing. 
· It is a self-giving love that gives without demanding or expecting re-payment. 
· It is love so great that it can be given to the unlovable or unappealing. 
· It is love that loves even when it is rejected. 
· Agape love gives and loves because it wants to; it does not demand or expect repayment from the love given. 
· It gives because it loves, it does not love in order to receive. 
· It is unconditional love
· According to well-known British evangelist, pastor and author Alan Redpath, we get our English word agony from agape. 
· "It (agape) means the actual absorption of our being in one great passion." ~ Alan Redpath
· Agape can be defined as a sacrificial, giving, absorbing, love. 
· The word has little to do with emotion; 
· It has much to do with self-denial for the sake of another.
· Agape love is self limiting for the sake of another

· Some might read this chapter and think that Paul is saying that if we are unfriendly, then our lives mean nothing. 
· But agape isn't simply friendliness; 
· It is self-denial for the sake of another.

Verse 3
· Even the most dramatic acts of self sacrifice are worthless without love.
· If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

· Here Paul is saying that though I give my body to hardship…
· Some translations say burned… 
· Even if I lay my life down in dramatic martyrdom, 
· Apart from love, it is of no profit. 
· Normally, no one would doubt the spiritual credentials of someone who gave away everything they had, 
· and gave up their very lives in martyrdom. 
· But Paul says those are not the best measures of someone's true spiritual credentials. 
· Love is
· Love is the highest and best measure.
· As I’ve said so many times before:
· It is more important to love than it is to be right
· If being right comes at the expense of love, the price is too high!
· Some Christians think the Christian life is all about suffering
· Throughout the ages some even thought it was the most important thing in the Christian life. 
· And at times it has been an element of the Christian journey
· But scripture makes it clear here that even suffering, great suffering done without love, profits us nothing. 
· Even if it’s done willingly - without love, it profits us nothing.

· Many Christians believe the Christian life is all about sacrifice. 
· Sacrificing your money, your time, your energy and your life, for the cause of Jesus Christ. 
· And, sacrifice is sometimes required on our spiritual journeys
· But without love it is useless. 
· It profits us nothing.
· Even great sacrifice made without gains us nothing

· Now bear in mind - each thing described in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 is a good thing. 
· Tongues are good. 
· Prophecy and knowledge and faith are good. 
· Sacrifice is good. 
· But love is so valuable, so important, that apart from it, every other good thing is useless. 
· Sometimes, we make the great mistake of letting go of what is best for something less…
· Something good, but not best…
· And in so doing, good becomes enemy of best
· What’s the best?
· Love
· Love is the very best!




Personally Significant Verses
· These verses hold great personal significance to me
· Because my gift mix is pastoral and prophetic these verses speak profoundly to me
· They have a huge impact on how I approach the gifts of the Spirit and how I disciple others in their use
· I believe it’s a new day
· A new spiritual season
· A season defined by mercy not judgment
· A spiritual season defined by the love of God
· By mercy, passion, freedom and grace
· However, I am acutely aware the former season of performance based Christianity has yet to fully release its grip on the church
· I believe that the day of the angry prophets is over
· I see a marriage of the Prophetic and the Pastoral coming
· Releasing the ability to proclaim not only the word of God, but do it with the heart of God
· Matthew 7:21-23 are the scariest verses in the New Testament
· 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
· The scariest verses in all the New Testament
· especially for Pentecostal and Charismatic Christians
· Because it says we can do good without God
· I don’t want to be numbered among them
· I want to know God and be known by God
· The difference here, just as in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 is love!
· And intimate experiential knowing type love
· Jesus came for intimacy
· Not to provide a new philosophical, moral or spiritual paradigm 
· He came for relationship
· “We love because he first loved us.” ~ 1 John 4:19
· The new paradigms are the fruit of intimacy

· Love verse ministry
· I know so many believes who go after ministry
· Ministry isn’t the high water mark of the Christendom 
· The Bride and Bridegroom are in love with one another
· And in that love affair I’ve seen ministry become a mistress
· Pillow talk analogy
· Go for love
· Gifts are the fruit of loving intimacy with God
· They were never intended to be a substitute for intimacy with God

Monday Morning Take Away
· Refuse to let good become the enemy of best
· Refuse to settle for good instead of best
· Don’t settle for the gifts alone
· Go for love
· Let love be the motivation behind all we do
· Let’s be a people who love well
· Who have all the fruit of the Spirit and 
· Who operate in all the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

Let’s pray
· Personal Prophetic Words
