The Gospel of John 6:52-71

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 6:51
· We’re working our way through The Gospel of John
· Currently in chapter 6 looking at a conversation between Jesus and the multitudes he feed the day before with the loaves and fish

What do we know so far from chapter 6?
· Jesus heals the sick and miraculously feeds the multitude by multiplying a boy’s lunch of bread and fish.
· In response the people what to make Jesus their political and military king.
· Surely a king who can heal the sick and multiple food can support and army to throw off their Roman oppressors
· Jesus wants nothing to do with this so he sends his disciples to the other side of the lake while he disperses the crowds and goes up the mountain to pray.
· From the mountain Jesus can see his disciples struggling to make it across the lake due to a fierce storm
· Jesus walk on water to his disciple, which freaks them out
· Jesus gets in the boat with them and instantly - supernaturally transports them and their boat to the other side of the lake
· The next morning the crowds, hungry for breakfast are looking for Jesus
· They discover that he’s on the other side of the lake so they go to find him.
· At verse 25 the conversation begins
· The crowds want more bread; Jesus tells them that he is The Bread of Life.

Read and Pray:
· Today we’ll finish chapter 6
· Let’s pick up the conversation at verse 51
51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”
52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”
53 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.
60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?”
61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you - they are full of the Spirit and life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.”
66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.”
70 Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” 71 (He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.)
Agenda and Perspectives
· We have two agendas at play here
· The people want free food
· Jesus wants to set them free
· We have two contrasting perspectives
· The people are transfixed on the natural, the physical and the earthly
· Jesus has a steadfast focus on the supernatural, the spiritual and the heavenly.
· Deception
· The crowd is deceived
· I’ve heard it said that “we’re vulnerable to deception when there’s something we want.”
· These people are blinded by their want
· Their wants create a filter distorting their perception
· They want another free meal and can’t see the amazing gift of eternal life being offered to them.
· They want bread to live for today
· Jesus is offering himself that they might live eternally.
· Jesus’ Parabolic Language
· Throughout the Gospels Jesus speaks metaphorically, parabolically to the crowds
· He speaks in the language of analogy and simile
· The crowd listens with literal ears and as a result, they misunderstand Jesus. 

What Jesus says verses what the crowd hears:
· Jesus says in verse 51: 
· I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”
· Jesus is talking about, his coming sacrifice, salvation and oneness between God and man
· The crowd hears in verse 52:
· “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”
· They hear cannibalism 
· In verses 53-56 Jesus says:
· 53 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 
· Again Jesus is speaking metaphorically concerning the depth of unity being offered between humanity and the Trinity.
· In verse 60 the people hear:
· 60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?”
· Yet again the people miss it
· They’re deceived by their want
· Their focus is on the natural
· They want more free food
· Because all they want is food - all they hear is cannibalism
· In Star Wars 1 “The Phantom Menace” Jedi Master (Key-Gone-Gin) Qui-Gon Jinn says to a young Anakin Skywalker:
·  "Be mindful, your focus will determine your reality.”
· The crowds focus was fixed on natural food and it distorted their reality
· So much so that they missed Jesus’ offer of eternal life and unity with God. 
· Instead all they saw were the evils of cannibalism
· They called good evil
· This is the height of deception

Does this offend you? Verses 61-65
· 61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you - they are full of the Spirit and life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.”
· The people are offended
· And Jesus knows it
· He’s response to them might as well have been:
· Hey, you ain’t seen nothin’ yet!
· What if you see me ascend back to my Heavenly Throne right next to my Father
· How offended would you be then??
· In verses 63-64 Jesus offers at least some explanation
· 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you - they are full of the Spirit and life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.”
· Jesus is pointing out the ongoing clash of perspectives
· Here Jesus is telling them plainly
· I’m speaking spiritually, not physically
· I’m speaking Spirit, not flesh
· I’m speaking of eternal life, not this temporal earthly life
· And still you don’t trust me.
· Of Jesus’ statement: “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing.”  In verse 63 David Guzik writes:
· “This could well be the "theme statement" for this whole discourse of Jesus. He continually calls us to put our heart and focus, on spiritual realities, not fleshly things.”
· Enlightened with this new information does the crowd come to it’s senses?
· Sadly no, just the opposite.
· Verse 66
· 66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
· Interesting 666, chapter 6 verse 66
· It’s as if they finally realized, we’re not getting any more bread out of this guy today
· So they walked away.
· And get this – Jesus let them go!
· Most pastors I know would have stood on their head and jumped through any hoops necessary to convince the people to stay.
· After all this work to draw a great crowd
· Signs, wonders, miracles
· And they people want to make me their king
· This is the great fantasy of almost every North American Pastor!
· You don’t see this encounter in any of the popular church growth books on sale today
· After an extended dialogue Jesus lets them choose
· Refusing to infringe upon their freedom
· They chose poorly.
· Surely Jesus’ next course of action is to sure up his core base of followers, right?
· Nope, his ways aren’t our ways

Verses 67-69
· 67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 
· Jesus turns to the 12 and says:
· Do you want to leave too, do you?
· And you know what?
· Just like he let the crowd leave, he’d let them leave too.
· He will not control, coerce or manipulate the relationship
· If they wanted to leave, they were free to do so.
· They chose wisely
· God bless Peter – he gets it!
· Peter does much in the gospels to make us roll our eyes and sigh
· But here, he speaks for the twelve and shines brightly. 
· His focus is where it should be
· That Jesus has the words of eternal life, 
· not "You have the bread that fills our stomachs."
· I love his response
· Lord to whom shall we go?
· Lord there is no option that compare to you
· Nothing better in all of creation that compare to who you are and what you’ve given us
· You have the words of eternal life
· Peter understood Jesus’ metaphoric and parabolic language
· He knew Jesus words were Sprit and life
· He knew Jesus was never talking about the breakfast menu but about eternal life
· We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy one of God
· Believe and know
· Jesus we pistis and ginosko you
· We trust you and intimately know you by experience 
· We trust and know that you are the Holy one of God!
· Were the crowd missed it completely, Peter got it perfectly!
· The chapter ends with Jesus’ comment concerning Judas
· 70 Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” 71 (He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.)
· The simple, spiritual devotion of the disciples to Jesus makes Judas' apostasy and betrayal that much more horrible.
Monday Morning Take Away
· We have a choice
· Every day we have a choice
· Sunday afternoon and Monday morning we have a choice
· From circumstance to circumstance we have a choice
· We can follow the crowds example or Peter’s
· I want to be like Peter and not like the crowd
· I want to be like Peter understanding Jesus’ metaphoric and parabolic ways of communicating
· I want to be like Peter pistis and ginosko-ing Jesus
· I want to be like Peter – Trusting Jesus
· I want to be like Peter – Intimately knowing Jesus
· I want to have my focus not on the natural, physical and earthly
· But rather on the supernatural, the spiritual and he heavenly
· I want my focus to be fixed on Jesus
· How about you?
· Let’s pray.

Ministry Time
· Prophetic Ministry
