BYOU
Bring Your Own U

In our culture today – because of texting and social media we have come up with some great acronyms to communicate certain things…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Game: 
What’s that Acronym?

(Please make a slide for each of these acronyms but not the definitions)


LOL – Laugh Out Loud
BAE – Before Anyone Else
BYOB – Bring Your Own Beer / Bible
WTF – What the Faith (What were y’all thinking) I got that one from my friend Jason Taylor
BFF – Best Friends Forever
ROFL – Rolling on the Floor laughing
FOMO – Fear of missing out
TBT – Throwback Thursday
STFD – Shut the front Door
YOLO – You only live once
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



I’ve come up with a new one which is…

BYOU

Any guesses…Not… 
Bring your own – undies
Bring your own – umbrella
Bring your own – uber
BYOU – Bring Your Own U
Or Be YOU



I believe that for many of us, we have been guilty of pretending to be someone we’re not -- to please other people.
Many of us have had certain expectations placed on us that weren’t true to who we are.
We’ve all felt inadequate or like you just couldn’t measure up to what others expect of us or what we expect from ourselves?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


God hasn’t called you to be someone that others think you should be. 
He’s called you to be who He made you to be!
And to bring your own U to every area of your life.
Your relationships, your job, your life.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Today, I want to preach a message entitled…

BYOU
Bring Your Own U



There’s a familiar story in the bible about a boy named David, a King named Saul, and a giant named Goliath… (DAVID VS. GOLIATH)

But… as I read this story again I noticed something that I believe God wants us to show us when it comes to being who God created us to be…

· 1 Samuel 17:32-40 - 32“Don’t worry about this Philistine,” David told Saul. “I’ll go fight him!” 33“Don’t be ridiculous!” Saul replied. “There’s no way you can fight this Philistine and possibly win! You’re only a boy, and he’s been a man of war since his youth.” 34But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s sheep and goats,” he said. “When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, 35I go after it with a club and rescue the lamb from its mouth. If the animal turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death. 36I have done this to both lions and bears, and I’ll do it to this pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living God! 37The LORD who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear will rescue me from this Philistine!”

Saul finally consented. “All right, go ahead,” he said. “And may the LORD be with you!” 38Then Saul gave David his own armor—a bronze helmet and a coat of mail. 39David put it on, strapped the sword over it, and took a step or two to see what it was like, for he had never worn such things before. “I can’t go in these,” he protested to Saul. “I’m not used to them.” So David took them off again. 40He picked up five smooth stones from a stream and put them into his shepherd’s bag. Then, armed only with his shepherd’s staff and sling, he started across the valley to fight the Philistine.” 

· Story ends with David killing Goliath with his sling and one stone to the forehead. He then cut his head off with Goliath’s own sword
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


From this story I believe we can find the answers to some pretty powerful questions…like…

How do we become who GOD created us to be?
How do you Bring Your Own YOU?



1. We stop believing who others say we are, and start believe who God says we are.
Some of you are here today and you’re living defeated because of what someone else had told you about yourself…

· “You’re never going to make the team.”
· “You’re not good enough.”
· “You’ll never lose the weight.”
· “You’re too lazy.”
· “You’re not worthy to deserve someone like her.” 
· “You’re not smart enough.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· EX – High school Counselor – “You’re not college potential.”
· Thankfully I didn’t listen to her counseling!
· I listened to God and He said you’re going to college.
· I listened to my parents – and they said you’re going to college.

· If I would have believed what she said about me… I wouldn’t have a degree or have experienced great things I learned in college and made some life long friends.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Saul did this to David…

· Vs.33 – “33“Don’t be ridiculous!” Saul replied. “There’s no way you can fight this Philistine and possibly win! You’re only a boy, and he’s been a man of war since his youth.”


Saul says…
· “You’re not big enough.”
· “You don’t have enough experience.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hear this…

· “You are NOT who others say you are – you ARE who God says you are! “


God says…

· You’re…
· Special
· Beautiful
· You have what it takes
· Worthy
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Don’t believe me…believe the bible…

· Ephesians 2:10 – “For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”
· We are God’s masterpiece!
· Born to do good things that He created us to do!

· Psalm 139:13-18 – “13You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. 15You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the womb. 16You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed. 17How precious are your thoughts about me, O God. They cannot be numbered! 18 I can’t even count them; they outnumber the grains of sand! And when I wake up, you are still with me!”

· We’re God’s most precious creation!
· We’re made by Him and for Him!
· We were made with a purpose!

· God says, “I don’t make mistakes! I made you just the way I wanted. Beautiful and useful, worthy, and priceless.”

How do you Bring Your Own You?
1st – We stop believing who others say we are; and believe who God says we are.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





2. We must take off the expectations of others, and live out the expectations of God.


Saul placed expectations on David.

· Saul made David put his own armor on.

· He wanted him to look like a solider and not a shepherd boy.
· He wanted Him to fight like a seasoned solider.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


But what did David do?

· Vs. 39c – “So David took them off...”

· David said… “Forget all that!’
· “This armor is yours not mine.”
· I have to trust in God and be me.”

· He took of Saul’s armor
· Grabbed his weapons of choice ---some stones, his sling, and staff, and went and defeated the giant.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Some times other people have expectations for us…

Some are good…
· Expect us to do well in school.
· Work hard.
· Do the job right

Some are not so good…
· They say we have to… act a certain way to fit in.
· Perform a certain way to be successful.
· Believe a certain way.
· Wear something, own certain things, or work somewhere to be worthy.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Maybe yours is…

You get around certain people and you think you have to please them…

· You find yourself trying to be someone they expect you to be and not being yourself.

· Parents – Stop loving art – and love ftball!
· Gals at the gym…
· Gotta get some “work done” – to keep from sagging…
· Kids at school – dress a certain way. Hair cut a certain way – or you’re not cool.
· Guys at work – talk a certain way or you’re a pansy!

· And we become someone we’re not – to please other people’s expectations!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


OR…Sometimes we put expectations on OURSELVES…

EX – As a Pastor
· Preach perfect.
· Not say anything wrong
· Be funny
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


But what we have to remind ourself is…

· What others expect of me isn’t always what God expects of me.
· My expectations aren’t always God’s expectations.

· But God’s expectations are always RIGHT AND ACHEAVABLE! 


· Jeremiah 29:11 – “For I know the plans I have for you," says the LORD. "They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”


· We’re called by God to be who He created us to be and do HIS WILL… and no one else’s!

How do you Bring Your Own You?
2nd – You take off the expectations of others and be who God created you to be.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lastly…


3. Your experiences make you who you are, so let God use them.


· Vs. 34-37 - 34But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s sheep and goats,” he said. “When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, 35I go after it with a club and rescue the lamb from its mouth. If the animal turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death. 36I have done this to both lions and bears, and I’ll do it to this pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living God! 37The LORD who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear will rescue me from this Philistine!”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



David’s experiences made him who God wanted him to be.
· He fought lions and bears.
· And it prepared Him for this battle and many more to come!

· All David had to do was… allow God to use his experiences and stay true to who God made him to be.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


God wants to use your experiences too…

· Your story
· Your talents.
· Your failures
· Your successes
· Your heartache
· Your wins
· Make you who you are.

· And then God says,
· “Let me use them for good.”
· “I didn’t give you that success only for your benefit. I want to use it for others to benefit.”
· “I walked through that tragedy with you so that I could use it for something good.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


This is His promise to us…

· Romans 8:28 – “And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Closing:

There is no one in the world that is designed like you. 
No one who can fill your boots.

So why don’t you…

· 1st – Stop believe what others say about you and start believing who God says you are.
· 2nd – Take off the expectations of other and live out God’s plan for your life.
· 3rd – Let God use who you are for His glory.

God wants you to BYOU - Bring Your Own U!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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