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The grace of God makes Christians a unique people in the world.

I.  God calls believers to unique positions of responsibility. (v.1a)

“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and
not from us” (2 Corinthians 4:7)

While | was with them, | protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None
has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. (John
17:12)

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called them.” (Acts 13:2)

But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to
the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must
suffer for my name.” (Acts 9:15-16)

But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was
pleased to reveal his Son in me so that | might preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate
response was not to consult any human being. (Galatians 1:15-16)

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They
killed him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and
caused him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had
already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.” (Acts 10:39-
41)

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” (Matthew 4:19)



You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.
(John 15:16)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1
Peter 2:9)

Il.  God has given believers unique status. (v. 1b)

After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and
that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea. (Colossians 4:16)

...their hearts were not loyal to him,
they were not faithful to his covenant.
Yet he was merciful;
he forgave their iniquities
and did not destroy them.
Time after time he restrained his anger
and did not stir up his full wrath. (Psalms 78:37-38)

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness...
(Galatians 5:22)

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit,
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you
is faithful, and he will do it. (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24)

a. We are set apart from the world and unto God.

| thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful,
appointing me to his service. Even though | was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a
violent man, | was shown mercy because | acted in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our
Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. (1
Timothy 1:12-14)

Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of
what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. God did this so that, by two unchangeable
things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set
before us may be greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and



secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered
on our behalf. (Hebrews 6:17-20a)

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. (Hebrews
10:23)

“They will wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph over them because he is
Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful
followers.” (Revelation 17:14)

I11.  God blesses believers that we might be a blessing to others. (v.2)

But when grace is shown to the wicked, they do not learn righteousness; even in a land of
uprightness they go on doing evil and do not regard the majesty of the Lord. (Isaiah 26:10)

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth... Out of his fullness
we have all received grace in place of grace already given. For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John 1:14,16-17)

With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And
God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there were no needy persons among

them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money
from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.
(Acts 4:33-35)

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest
on me.” (2 Corinthians 12:9a)

We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying,
then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then
teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is
to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. (Romans 12:6-8)

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:10)

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ... (Romans 5:1)

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13)



Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27)

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” (John
20:21)

No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. (Hebrews 12:11)

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7)



