Live by the Spirit 2011
Part 3

I Intro

1 Amazing Grace

A Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now, I see
B Now I see… hmmm
2 Open Bibles to John 9:1

3 Two Weeks Ago: Began a new series “Live by the Spirit”
A Zech 4:6 – “not by might, not by power but by my Spirit says the Lord
a The Mission – To be light

b The Two Rejected Methods – Might & Power, Resources & Resoluteness (G. Campbell Morgan)

c The Secret Weapon – The Spirit of the Lord Almighty

4 Last Week: Live by the Spirit 2
A Galatians 5, Especially verse 16

a “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature”.

B Now is the time to Learn, Practice & Experiment living by the Spirit
C Facts stand in opposition to faith

a We will have to choose between empirical evidence and the leading of the Holy Spirit.

b Metaphorically, if faith is leaping off of a cliff… at some point your mind will have to submit to the Spirit

c We must train our souls (mind, will & emotions) to operate in complete submission to the Spirit (Conscience, Communion & Wisdom)

d Presently the battle is for your heart but the battle ground is your mind

D First things first: Love
a The fruit of the Spirit is Love: Gal.522

b The most important things: love God, love one another Mark 12

c Love more important than gifts

i 1 Cor. 13:2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
d Gifts are noting without loving/knowing God
i 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ Matthew 7:21-23

5 Today Live by the Spirit 3: Faith vs. Facts

A Brief look at John 9

B Video to illustrate the point (30 min)

C Application & Ministry Time
6 Read & Pray John 9:1-41 (The Message)
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

 1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

   3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

 6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

 8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some claimed that he was.

   Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”

   But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”

 10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.

 11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”

 12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.

   “I don’t know,” he said.

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing

 13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”

 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”

   But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.

 17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”

   The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

 18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?”

 20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

 24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”

 25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”

 26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”

 27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”

 28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.”

 30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”

 34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.

Spiritual Blindness

 35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

 36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”

 37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”

 38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

 39 Jesus said,[a] “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.”

 40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?”

 41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.

II Let’s take a brief look at John 9
1 A man born blind has an encounter
A (with Jesus)
2 He is touched and forever changed this encounter

A (by the power of God)
3 His eyes were opened

A He could see what he never saw before

4 He gives testimony to his experience

A Though he can’t fully explain it

B Verse 25 “He replied, "I know nothing about that one way or the other. But I know one thing for sure: I was blind . . . I now see."

C He has minimal theology (vs. 30-33) but it’s good

D He has no political agenda, but his parents did (vs. 18-23)

E But he did have an experience

5 The authority structure of the day (in this case religious)

A Freaks out!

B Makes accusations against him

C Rejects him
D But they could not change his new reality

a He was blind but now he sees
III Contact Video
1 I used this video once before, years ago to illustrate a point and I want to do so again today.
A It’s from the movie “CONTACT”

a Staring Jodi Foster & Matthew McConaughey

B 1997 Sci-Fi film challenging science with faith

a I want us to watch a 30 minute (+/-) segment

b Then I make some comments on it.
C Begin at scene 31 “Passenger Aboard”

D Finish after the completion of scene 39 (Not Alone)

E Turn off lights

2 Watch Video Clip

A Turn on the lights

B I’ve heard it said that: Novelist & filmmakers are present day theologians

a Sometimes it seems so…
3 Let’s Summarize

A We have a scientist Ellie Arroway (Jodi Foster) who is spiritually blind

B Touched by a super-natural encounter and is forever changed

C Eyes were opened to see what she could not see before

D She give testimony to her experience
a She can’t fully explain it

b But she HAD an experience

c Her education and scientific training took a back seat to her experience

d She wanted everyone to have the experience as well

i “I wish that everyone feel that awe and humility and hope”.

E She has minimal theology but it’s good

F She has no political agenda

G But she did have an experience
H The authority structure of the day (in this case political)

a Freaks out!

b Makes accusations against her

c Rejects her
d But they could not change her new reality
I Hmm… sounds strangely like John 9

IV Application & Ministry Time

1 To state it plainly and bluntly – I want  us to have experiences

A Like the man born blind

B Like Jodi Foster’s character: Ellie Arroway

C I want us to have Supernatural encounters that leave us forever changed
D Experiences that rock our paradigm of reality

a Experiential faith that transcends empirical evidence

b Psalm 34:8 “Taste and see that the LORD is good.”
E For our body, I see myself as a forerunner

a Making a path for others to follow

b i.e. my experiences

2 The American church has more academic knowledge now than at any other time in human history!

A However, could we experientially know God less?

3 We need to know - Ginosko & Yada God

A To know intimately by experience

B Ephesians 4:11-13
a It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ

b Knowledge = epignosis

i A perfect and correct knowledge of things ethical and divine

ii Epi = by, ginosko = sexual intimacy

iii Experiential not Academic knowledge

iv Spirit vs. Soul

C Philippians 3: 7-8, 10

a But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish that I may gain Christ… I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death

b Know = ginosko (vs. 10)

c Is that what you want too?

4 Let’s Pray

A Physical sight – spiritual sight – supernatural encounters

