Live by the Spirit 2011

Part 6
I Intro

1 Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:1-13

2 Continuing Series “Live by the Spirit

3 LBTS 1

A Zech. 4:6 “not by might, not by power but by my Spirit says the Lord”

4 LBTS 2
A Galatians 5:16 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature”.
B Now is the time to Learn, Practice & Experiment living by the Spirit

5 LBTS 3
A Live by the Spirit 2: Faith vs. Facts

B Brief look at John 9 – the man born blind

C And the power of a personal experience

6 LBTS 4 – Keeping in Step with the Spirit

A Galatians 5:25 “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit”

B Responsibility of Freedom is to remain free

C Practical Tips when seeing a vision
7 LBTS 5 – There’s More

A John 14:12 “tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father”
B Asked 5 Questions

a Who is Jesus talking to?
i His disciples at the last supper
ii If everything else at this meal applies to us so do these words
b What do the words “I tell you the truth” in verse 12 indicate?
i “Verily, Verily” (KJV) He’s saying pay careful attention to what I’m about to say
c What has Jesus been doing?
i In his own words from Luke 7 “The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.” 

i … And much more it was the Proclamation & Demonstration of the Kingdom

d Define the word “greater” in verse 12.
i Larger, stronger, more
ii We have room to grow
e In practical terms what will our doing “even greater things than these” look like?
i Doing what Jesus did
ii Living Love
iii Living supernatural lives in the power  of the Holy Spirit
8 Today LBTS 6 – For the Common Good

A Take a close look at 1 Corinthians 12:7

B Look at verse 7 in four parts

a Each One

b Spirit

c Manifestation

d Common Good

C Article by John Piper helpful in preparing this message

a Outline his, content mine

D Read & Pray 1 Corinthians 12:1-13

Concerning Spiritual Gifts

Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues,[a] and to still another the interpretation of tongues.[b] 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.

Unity and Diversity in the Body

 12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
E Verse 7 is right at the heart…

a of what it means to be Christians individually

b and what it means to be the church corporately

c “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” 
d So let's take these four words, one at a time
II Each One

1 To Each One is given…
2 That’s you, all of you who are Christians and to each of you individually

3 Greek = hekastos {hek'-as-tos} a superlative meaning “Everyone”

A If Jesus is Lord, you’re included

B A manifestation of the Spirit is given to you… yes, you too

4 Inclusive, not exclusive

A This has been one of my points the past few weeks

B God had more in the Spirit for all of us

a Not just some “special” “chosen” few

C Jesus walked in the Spirit and it rocked the world

a What would happen to Suffolk County if just 5 of us began to walk in the fullness of what Christ has for us?

b What if 12 of us…?

c What if 50 of us…?

d Suddenly Zech 4:6 begins to make a lot more sense.

III Spirit

1 To each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit…
2 That’s God, the same God who

A Brooded over the waters of Genesis 1:2 and joined in the creation of the universe.

B Raised Christ Jesus from the dead (Romans 8:11)

3 Greek = pneuma {pnyoo'-mah}

A Where we get the English word pneumatic

B Used over 230 times in the NT as a reference to the third member of the Trinity, the God Head along with the Father & the Son.

C It’s a movement of air (a gentle blast)

a Of the wind or the wind itself

b The breath of nostrils or mouth

D It’s the very breath of God, the breath of life

a Genesis 2:7 “the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being”

b John 20:21-22 “Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.”
E This very same Spirit has been given to each one of us.

IV Manifestation

1 To each one is given the Manifestation of the Spirit…

2 That’s the connection between you and God. God manifested in your life. God, the Spirit

3 Here’s the rub

A For each of us individually

B For the church throughout the centuries

C Whole denominations have been started over this very issue

D The church remains fragmented over it to this day

E The operation or manifestation of the Holy Spirit

4 Best Definition I ever heard for manifest came from John Wimber

A Mani = hand

B Fest = festivities or festival

C Manifest – the Dancing Hand of God

D I like it – it reflects a sense of the playfulness of God

E Reminds me Ted Dekker’s circle trilogy, God’s playfulness in the colored forest 
5 Do you believe that the Spirit of God can be manifested through you?
A Or do you see this as something reserved for some class of “super-Christians”?
B Reserved only for Pastors or Prophets or Itinerant Ministers?
a No!  That’s the old covenant
b The veil has been torn in two
c Jesus established a New Covenant that grants all of us access.
C Verse 7 says “to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit”
D Either that is true and it includes you or we can’t believe anything from this book.
6 My obsession (as of late) is for you to experience this!
A The Westminster Catechism asks: What is chief end of man? 
a The answer: "The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever."

B Most of us have some sense of what it means to glorify God and we have at least a conceptual understanding of “forever” But, what does it mean to “enjoy” God?

C According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary enjoy is defined as:

a 1 : to have for one's use, benefit, or lot : TO EXPERIENCE
b 2 : to take pleasure or satisfaction in

D Is it possible that this is what Dr. Cornelius Burges, Assessor to the Westminster Assembly had in mind when they wrote this Catechism back in 1646? Could it be that they actually meant that one of our primary purposes, one of the main reasons for our existence was to experience and take pleasure in God?

E My opinion is YES!
V Common Good

1 To each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the Common Good.

2 That's the result - of the manifestation of God the Spirit in the life of the church, good comes to people

3 It is good for us to see the manifestations of God's Spirit in each other's lives.

A It encourages us

B It infuses us with life
4 It’s the foundation of my theory

A What I’m betting all the marbles on

B That there will be a common good, benefiting the whole body and those outside the church when we are all manifesting (experiencing) the Spirit of God given to each one of us as the scriptures promise.

C It’s the only way I can see God Sized things come to pass

a If we liquidated all the assets of everyone in the room and pooled our recourses we wouldn’t even come close to a God Sized Thing.
b Zechariah 4:6 and Isaiah 43:19 is more real to me now than ever before.

c So he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty.
d Behold Me! Doing a new thing. Emphasized Bible
e Little is much in God’s hands

VI Closing - Finish with John 6:1-15 
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

 1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near.

 5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.

 7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages[a] to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”

 8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”

 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.

 12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.

 14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.

A We are the loaves and fish

B Little is indeed much in God’s hands

C Let us glory in our weakness and in his unfathomable strength!

D Let’s Pray

a Lord, may we be that bread & fish in your hands

b Do as you promised and Manifest your Spirit through each one of us

c By the power of your spirit and for the common good fulfill the vision you have given me

d Come and play with us

