Revival
I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Isaiah 55
2. Two Weeks Ago: 

A. My Vision For the Future
a. At least for the short term

B. Where are we going?

a. To the Streets

C. How do we get from here to there?

a. Relationship

i. We get there together!

b. Training

i. Streams Courses

c. Rethinking Church

i. Shack

ii. UnChristian

d. Doin’ the Stuff

D. This means Change

a. Most people struggle with change

3. Last Week: “Helpful Tips To Navigating Change Well”
A. Why Do Things Change?
a. God is Doing New Things

i. Isaiah 43:18-19

b. He Takes Away To Establish

i. Hebrews 10:9

B. Helpful Tips for Navigating Change Well

a. Embrace The Change

b. Accept it

i. 5 Stages of Grief

· Denial (this isn't happening to me!)

· Anger (why is this happening to me?)

· Bargaining (oh God, I promise I'll be a better person if...)

· Depression (I don't care anymore)

· Acceptance (I'm ready for whatever comes)

c. Communication

d. Move On

e. Behold Him, Doing a New Thing

f. Love One Another – Live Love
C. 12 things to do while in Transition
a. Pursue Freedom

b. Love Extravagantly

c. Forgive Easily

d. Respect Everyone

e. Dream Big

f. Don’t Quit

g. Take Risks

h. Live Supernaturally

i. Explore Creativity

j. Give Generously 

k. Embrace Passion

l. Know God

4. Today: Begin what I believe will be a new series of messages on:

A. Revival
a. An Invitation

b. Our Response

B. Weeks to come

a. Revival History

b. Characteristics of Revival

5. Read & Pray: Isaiah 55: 1-12

1 "Come, all you who are thirsty, 
       come to the waters; 
       and you who have no money, 
       come, buy and eat! 
       Come, buy wine and milk 
       without money and without cost.

 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, 
       and your labor on what does not satisfy? 
       Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 
       and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.

 3 Give ear and come to me; 
       hear me, that your soul may live. 
       I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
       my faithful love promised to David.

 4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, 
       a leader and commander of the peoples.

 5 Surely you will summon nations you know not, 
       and nations that do not know you will hasten to you, 
       because of the LORD your God, 
       the Holy One of Israel, 
       for he has endowed you with splendor."

 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
       call on him while he is near.

 7 Let the wicked forsake his way 
       and the evil man his thoughts. 
       Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, 
       and to our God, for he will freely pardon.

 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD.

 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts.

 10 As the rain and the snow 
       come down from heaven, 
       and do not return to it 
       without watering the earth 
       and making it bud and flourish, 
       so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,

 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
       It will not return to me empty, 
       but will accomplish what I desire 
       and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

 12 You will go out in joy 
       and be led forth in peace; 
       the mountains and hills 
       will burst into song before you, 
       and all the trees of the field 
       will clap their hands.

 13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the pine tree, 
       and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. 
       This will be for the LORD's renown, 
       for an everlasting sign, 
       which will not be destroyed."
A. I Love Isaiah 55

a. So many profound verses

i. Verse 1

· Classic invitation to a spiritual life of faith

1 "Come, all you who are thirsty, 
       come to the waters; 
       and you who have no money, 
       come, buy and eat! 
       Come, buy wine and milk 
       without money and without cost.

ii. Verse 6

· Intriguing statement with profound implications

 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
       call on him while he is near.

iii. Verses 8 & 9 (Life Lessons for me)
 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD.

 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts.

iv. Verses 10 & 11 

· powerful application to prophetic evangelism
 10 As the rain and the snow 
       come down from heaven, 
       and do not return to it 
       without watering the earth 
       and making it bud and flourish, 
       so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,

 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
       It will not return to me empty, 
       but will accomplish what I desire 
       and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

B. Today I want to look more closely at the meaning behind verse 6 of Isaiah 55

 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
       call on him while he is near.

6. Like I said - Intriguing statement with profound implications

II. An Invitation

1. What does it mean to “Seek the Lord while he may be found”?

A. What is implied by the prophetic, scriptural, biblical direction to:

a.  “Call on him while he is near”?

i. That there are times when we can’t find Him
ii. And there are times when we feel far from Him

B. Nearly every translation I read said the same thing the same way
C. There are times and season when it is easier to connect and other seasons when it’s more difficult to connect
a. It is wise to seize the moments when He is near and can be found by us.

2. Thin Places
A. The Irish have a saying to describe the difference between ordinary places and Holy Ground

a. They call it “The Thin Places”

b. A place where the veil between this realm and the spiritual realm is thin.

B. I think there are indeed thin places but also “thin times” or “This season” when the veil between realms is unusually thin.

a. I believe this is just such a season

b. A time to seek the Lord because he may be found, a time to call on him because he is near. 

c. I have been telling Peter and Maurice for weeks now 

i. that it feels like the veil is thin 

ii. that this is a season to seek Him

iii. the heavens are opened

3. Father’s Day Dream

A. Last night I had a dream, in it we discovered that Nadine had just become pregnant.  Nadine's father called a meeting of the whole family and told us that he had plans for this baby.  That this child would be entering training to join the Air Force. 
B. Significant that it was Father’s Day

C. Nadine is our church

a. We are pregnant with the purpose and promise of God

b. “The Baby” is still developing but… 

i. I believe the Lord has revealed more to me this baby

ii. I believe it’s big – it’s God Sized

· And I believe it’s significant

· (OK I’m Going Out On  A Limb Today

·  – You Guys Love me Right?)

D. I believe God is looking for a people and a place to pour out His Spirit in a fresh, new and powerful way

a. I believe an invitation and opportunity is being offered to us, The Bridge – Long Island

b. Let me share with you some of the revelation I’ve received.

4. Friday Sermon Prep
A. Spent a few hours on sermon prep Friday morning

a. Lots of ideas and concepts

i. Lots of notes and possible topics but not feeling it

b. Close but… not “it”

B. Friday evening watching TV with Nadine

a. Lisa calls her mom

b. I go to check my email

c. Out of no where I suddenly feel the presence of God fall on me so I stop what I’m doing and I listen

i. His presence was surprisingly heavy - intense

5. This is what God revealed to me…
(These are some Characteristics of What I See Coming)

A. I see a large round brightly colored stain glass window

a. All the colors

b. All flavors of Christianity are welcomed

c. All who are thirsty

d. The colors of the Spirit have been released

e. Colors are the gifts

f. Fruit and colors are matched - connected

g. Eat, feed on - the fruit and the colors will flow freely

B. The unlikely

a. Unlikely people

b. Unlikely place

c. Unlikely time

d. that He alone would get the glory

e. We're not good enough or holy enough -  but He is

C. Kingdom Paradigm

a. Last are first

b. weak are strong

c. least are greatest

d. 1 Cor. 1:26-29 - it's who he chooses
i. 26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth.27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him.
e. Sovereign choices

D. Isaiah 55:6 invitation given

a. Count the cost

b. It will cost you everything

c. Time, Energy, Lifestyle as you know it

d. The stakes are high, the price is great

E. Prepare yourselves for the spotlight

a. It's unmerciful

b. It unrelenting

c. It's cruel

F. I see explosive power being released

a. life transforming power

G. Not about personalities but His presence

a. The only superstar is Jesus

H. I see a large stone wall - looks like the wailing wall in Jerusalem

a. Weeping will me a manifestation of His Presence

b. compassion for the lost, wounded and broken

c. tears that heal

d. Hebrew promises fulfilled

e. Ancient promises

I. Five

a. 5 phases

b. 5 stages

c. 5 chapters

J. Prepare for attacks from within

a. Do not respond in kind

b. Do not defend yourselves at all

c. It's God's testing and God's sieve

d. Loyalties will be tested

e. Choices will have to be made

K. Sign

a. NY Mets will turn their season around

L. 2009 a year of suffering, death and resurrection

a. Resurrection is almost at hand

M. This is a new thing

a. not an old thing revisited or revived

b. God is doing something brand new

c. Forget the former things

d. Do not mimic past moves of God

e. Behold Him

N. Foundations will be severely tested y the weight of His presence

a. Time to put away childish things

b. love will keep us together - only love

O. Fragrance of His presence will open eyes and restore right thinking

a. Taste and see that he is good

P. Asian connection

Q. radical obedience required

a. fear of God over fear of man

R. There is ALWAYS more is we wait and ask
III. Our Response

1. An invitation REQUIRES a response

A. Can you believe God for God Sized things?

2. Revival Quotes
A. “We cannot organize revival, but we can set our sails to catch the wind from Heaven when God chooses to blow upon His people once again.” – G. Campbell Morgan

B. Can we set our sails?

a. I believe that the wind is about to blow again

C. Bobby Conner

a. If not you –who?

b. If not here – where?

c. If not now – when?
D. A revival, then, really means days of heaven upon earth.” - D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
a. I want Heaven on Earth
b. On Earth as it is in Heaven
i. Here in this town, in this church, in my heart
E. “Revival is when God gets so sick and tired of being misrepresented that He shows Himself”. - Leonard Ravenhill
a. I want Him to show up and do God sized things
F. I believe an invitation is being offered to us

a. God I s looking for a people

b. God is looking for a place

c. How will we respond?

d. Let’s pray

IV. Ministry Time

1. Worship (I love you Lord)

2. Invited God to Come

A. This town

B. Our church

C. Our hearts

