Easter 2014

Introduction
· Open Bibles to Revelation 19:1-10
· Thank you Russ for sharing last week
· You testimony was powerful, deeply moving and powerful
· I’m currently in a series of messages on the Gospel of John
· I’m going to take a break from it today for Easter Sunday
· And I’ll return to John 6 next week
· Read and Pray Revelation 19: 1-10
1After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting:
“Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,
2     for true and just are his judgments.
He has condemned the great prostitute
    who corrupted the earth by her adulteries.
He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”
3 And again they shouted:
“Hallelujah!
The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.”
4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne. And they cried:
“Amen, Hallelujah!”
5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying:
“Praise our God,
    all you his servants,
you who fear him,
    both great and small!”
6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting:
“Hallelujah!
    For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
7 Let us rejoice and be glad
    and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has come,
    and his bride has made herself ready.
8 Fine linen, bright and clean,
    was given her to wear.”
(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.)
9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.”
10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers and sisters who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For it is the Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.”
· Keep a finger there and I’ll get back to it.


Five Major Events
· Today we celebrate one of the top five major events in Christendom
· Creation
· Incarnation
· Crucifixion
· Resurrection
· Second Coming
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Hallelujah
· Is used only  four time in the New Testament
· All four are in today’s verses from Revelation 19
· In Greek the word hallelujah means:
· Praise the Lord
· It’s origin comes from two Hebrew words
· Halal (ha-lel) meaning: to shine, to flash light, to praise
· and Yahh (jah) which is short for Jehovah
· The proper name for the One True God 
· So in Hebrew Hallelujah literally means “Praise God”

Church History
· For most Christians, "Hallelujah" is considered a joyful word of praise to God, rather than an injunction to praise him. 
· "The Alleluia" refers to a traditional chant, combining the word with verses from the Psalms or other scripture.
· In contemporary worship among many Protestants, expressions of "Hallelujah" and "Praise the Lord" are acceptable spontaneous expressions of joy, thanksgiving and praise towards God, requiring no specific prompting or call or direction from those leading times of praise and singing.
· But most commonly in church tradition Hallelujah is the celebratory declaration of the Ressurection
