We are in part 2 of a series we’re calling…

Chasing Buffalo
Chasing After What Really Matters

My favorite scene from the movie Lonesome Dove…
Gus McCrae
Pea Eye Parker
Have a fun filled conversation about chasing some buffalo.
As you saw – Pea doesn’t get the point – but Gus is all about the Thrill! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Like Gus…
· Most of us like…Chasing after certain things of this world because it’s exciting and fun.
· And God does encourage us to enjoy His creation.
· But as we learned last week – often times our chase for the things of the world – often come at the expense of chasing after God!

What we learned was that CHASING AFTER GOD’D DREAM, WILL, AND DESIRE’S FOR OUR LIVES IS REALLY WHAT MATTERS!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



We started to answer what it looks like to chase after God…

1st  - We make living for Jesus #1 on our bucket list. 
· Having dreams and goals, traveling, owning nice things are all great.
· But when we chase these things ahead of God they often leave us too exhausted to chase after God.
· So we must resolve to make living for Jesus #1 on our bucket list.

2nd – Chasing after God often changes what else we chase.

· When God is first in our lives…
· He provides the wisdom and guidance we need to chase after what is good and pleasing to Him!

· That nudge you feel when you add something to the bucket list that isn’t His desire – is a great thing.
· And that nudge that you feel when something is right and pleasing – and should be on your list – is also a blessing.
· But it all stems from having Him first on our list!

3rd - Life is short…now’s the time to chase after God.
· Our life is but a MIST…here today and gone tomorrow. 
· Therefore now is the time to chase after God.
· To love Him with all our hearts, serve His church, and lead others to Him is what really matters in this short life we live! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


What other things does God want us to know when it comes to chasing after Him?


As you saw in today’s clip – Gus lived only for the moment.
· His life was about having all the fun he could have before he died – with no real concern for what could happen. 

· Gus’ chase for the next adventure led to him and Pea being attacked and shot…which leads to his death.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Just like Gus…

1. Chasing things that are outside of God’s Will can cost you your life.

· Luke 15:11-16 - 11To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. 12The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 13“A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. 16The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Prodigal
· Had it all.
· Pretty much told his dad – he wished he was dead by asking for His inheritance. 
· Decided to chase his own way.
· And went and lived it up for his own pleasure!

· Where did it lead him?
· Broken
· Starving
· Empty

This is our destiny when we chase after things that are outside of God’s Will. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Some of you here today…are just like the prodigal son.

· You’ve chosen your own way.
· You’re headed in a direction that you know doesn’t please God.

· Chasing after things that you know are outside of God’s Will.
· Things that you know deep down won’t last or fulfill you.
· Things that are sinful and displeasing to God.
· WARNING – you’re headed to your own death.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Emotional death – you have no emotion and feel nothing because you’re so into your sin.
Mental death – life is a fog. You’ve filled your mind with images that our sinful and detestable to the Lord, and you can’t make heads or tales of anything.
Relational death – Your family is falling apart, cause you’ve chosen to please yourself rather than putting your spouse and kids first. 
Physical death – you’re killing your body by putting images, substances, 
Spiritual death – you don’t feel God. It’s as if he’s not there and you feel alone.

· This is the destiny of those who CHASE AFTER THINGS THAT OUR NOT GOD’S WILL.
· The so-called pleasures of this world
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Some of you are thinking… “It’s not that bad. I’m in total control.”

· That’s what the devil wants you to think.
· But in sooner or later you will fall.
· And he (Devil) will laugh in your face, cause you bought into his lie.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You may not be experiencing destruction in your life…but the your chase for things has led to your DISTRACTION.

· The Devil has you chasing the wind.
· You’re so focused on the pleasures of life – that you don’t see what you’re missing out on.

· You’re desire for the world.
· Has caused you to lose sight of what really matters.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Listen to these powerful words of warning…

· 1 John 2:15-17 – “15Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.

· John says…
· Don’t love the world.
· Because love for the world takes away your love for Christ.
· The world will pass away.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· But whoever loves the Lord.
· And does His Will… 
· Lives 
· Thrives
· Finds lasting fulfillment on earth.
· And In Heaven 
· Forever!!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




But Beau, “I don’t know how to find God’s Will??

How do we know what God’s Will is?



2. God’s Will is found in the chase. 



Jeremiah 29:11-13 – “11For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”

God says…

· “I have great plans for your life.”
· “I have a great adventure just for you.”

· “But I’m askng you to…
· “Chase after me…”
· “Seek me”
· “Run after me”
· “And I’ll show you my will for your life.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



I can tell you from my own experience that God often times doesn’t show us His will until we take a step of faith and begin chasing after Him.

· EX – Marrying Heather – It was when I finally began to chase after God and not worry about getting married that – on the chase…I looked over and found Heather chasing after God too!

· Starting 1000 Hills – It was when I began to chase after God for answers, for wisdom, for Him to show me His will… that He spoke and I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that we were suppose to start this church. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
God’s will is found in the chase.


How do I chase after Him? 

Chase after Him by…

· 1st –Spend Time with Jesus.

· James 4:7-8 – “7So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world.”


· Come close to God
· BY…
· Opening your bible daily and read it.
· Having a personal prayer time
· Wash your hands and heart by confessing your sin to Him.
· Declare your love for Him

· Asking Him to show you His will so that you can live for Him.

· Matthew 7:7 - "Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.

1st – Spend time with Jesus.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· 2nd – Commit to being in church every Sunday.

· EX – College – Going to class – If I’d just go I’d get something out of just being there and hearing what we were learning so that I could pass the test. It obviously took more studying outside of class, but just being in class I gained knowledge of the subject. 
· But if I didn’t go to class.
· I had no hope of learning anything- much less passing – cause I didn’t enjoy studying outside of class.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


All of us need to be in church!

WHY DO I NEED TO GO TO CHURCH?

2 REASONS:

· What we can GAIN.
· What we can GIVE.

· We can gain…

· Gain Wisdom
· Gain Comfort
· Gain a Refreshing from the Lord
· Gain by experiencing God’s presence through worshipping Him
· Gain Christ-centered friendships – You Know others – and they know you. 
· Gain encouragement
· Gain knowledge and learn how to apply God’s Word
· It’s FUN!

· THE GAIN IS BIG!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


But it’s also about…

· What we can GIVE…

· Give praise to God in worship
· Give your kids time to learn the bible
· Give your time by serving
· Give generously – tithes and offerings
· Contribute – not just consume

These are things we can GAIN and GIVE by simply coming to church. 



Want to know God’s Will?
· God’s will is found in the chase!

· Daily spending time with Jesus.
· Growing in Christ - in His church.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Closing:

Are you chasing after the world?
Is your chase leading you to your death?
Or are you chasing after God?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bow heads:

Some of you are chasing after things that are leading you straight to your death…
· Death of your
· Mind
· Body
· Relationships
· Spiritual death

In the story of the prodigal son… he finally wises up and listen to what he does…

· Luke 15: 17-20 – “17“When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 19and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’ 20“So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him.

Some of you need to…
· Come to your senses
· Stop chasing your will
· And start chasing God!


Commitment and prayer! 
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