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Jesus’ refusal to conform to expected religious rituals increasingly antagonized the scribes 

and Pharisees. 

I. Often when Jesus was questioned, He did not face honest inquiries but rather 

attempts to accuse and entrap Him. (v. 18) 

Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and asked Jesus, 

“How is it that John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are 

not?” 

 
 
Then John’s disciples came and asked him… (Matthew 9:14) 

 

But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his 

disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 

Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to 

call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and pray… (Luke 5:30-33) 

 

“Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

(Mark 2:7) 

 

“Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” (Mark 2:16b) 

 

“Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?” (Mark 2:24) 

 

Why are you not conforming to our religious recommendations and requirements? 

 

Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”  

But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 

(Matthew 22:17-18) 

 

 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, 

you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward in full. (Matthew 6:1-2) 

 



“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 

their reward in full. (Matthew 6:5) 

 

“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show 

others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.” (Matthew 6:16) 
 
When Jesus went outside, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to oppose him 

fiercely and to besiege him with questions, waiting to catch him in something he might say. 

(Luke 11:53-54) 

While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples, “Beware of the teachers of the 

law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and love to be greeted with respect in the 

marketplaces and have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at 

banquets. They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will 

be punished most severely.” (Luke 25:45-47) 

 

II. Jesus declared that it was inappropriate for His followers to mourn while He, the 

bridegroom, was still with them. (v. 19-20) 

 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man 

came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.” (Matthew 11:18-19)
 

 

They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the 

Jordan—the one you testified about—look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.” 

To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from heaven. You 

yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ The bride 

belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, 

and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now 

complete. He must become greater; I must become less.” (John 3:26-30) 

 

However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in 

heaven.” 

At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed 

them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 

“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the 

Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 

to reveal him.” (Luke 10:20-22) 

 

Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you 

will see me.” 



At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying, ‘In a little 

while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am 

going to the Father’?” They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t 

understand what he is saying.” 

Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one 

another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a 

little while you will see me’? Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world 

rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. A woman giving birth to a child has 

pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of 

her joy that a child is born into the world. So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see 

you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. (John 16:16-22) 

 

While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his disciples, “Listen carefully to 

what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men.” 

But they did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that they did not 

grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about it. (Luke 9:43b-45) 

 

Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that 

is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He will be delivered over to 

the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him and spit on him; they will flog him and kill him. 

On the third day he will rise again.” 

The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did 

not know what he was talking about. (Luke 18:31-34) 

 

[Jesus] said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 

fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

Then He opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
46 

He told them, “This is 

what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but 

stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:44-49) 

 

 

III. Jesus indirectly indicated that in Him, a new age in God’s dealing with man was 

beginning. (v. 21-22) 

He told them this parable: “No one tears a piece out of a new garment to patch an old one. 

Otherwise, they will have torn the new garment, and the patch from the new will not match the 

old. (Luke 5:36) 

 

Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without 

using a parable. So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: 

“I will open my mouth in parables, 

    I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world.” (Matthew 13:34-35) 



The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” 

He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to 

you, but not to them. Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. 

Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. This is why I speak to 

them in parables: 

“Though seeing, they do not see; 

    though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 

In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: 

“‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding; 

    you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. (Matthew 13:10-14) 

 

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 

    “when I will make a new covenant 

with the people of Israel 

    and with the people of Judah. 

It will not be like the covenant 

    I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand 

    to lead them out of Egypt, 

because they broke my covenant, 

    though I was a husband to them,” 

declares the LORD. 

“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 

    after that time,” declares the LORD. 

“I will put my law in their minds 

    and write it on their hearts. 

I will be their God, 

    and they will be my people. 

No longer will they teach their neighbor, 

    or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ 

because they will all know me, 

    from the least of them to the greatest,” 

declares the LORD. 

“For I will forgive their wickedness 

    and will remember their sins no more.” (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

 

Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down 

at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, and who serves in the sanctuary, the 

true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by a mere human being. 

Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this 

one also to have something to offer. If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there are 

already priests who offer the gifts prescribed by the law. They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy 

and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build 

the tabernacle: “See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the 



mountain.”
 
But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of 

which he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the new covenant is established on better 

promises… 

By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and 

outdated will soon disappear. (Hebrews 8:1-6, 13) 

 

But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without 

blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance. The 

Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been 

disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still functioning. This is an illustration for the 

present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the 

conscience of the worshiper. 
 
They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial 

washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new order.
 
But when Christ came 

as high priest of the good things that are now already here,
 
he went through the greater and 

more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this 

creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most 

Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. The blood of goats 

and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify 

them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from 

acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 

For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive 

the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the 

sins committed under the first covenant. (Hebrews 9:7-15) 

 

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood, which is poured out for you. (Luke 22:20) 

 

So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might 

belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for 

God. For when we were in the realm of the flesh,
 
the sinful passions aroused by the law were at 

work in us, so that we bore fruit for death. But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have 

been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way 

of the written code. (Romans 7:4-6) 

 

Such confidence we have through Christ before God. Not that we are competent in ourselves to 

claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. He has made us competent 

as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the 

Spirit gives life.
 
Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, 

came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its 

glory, transitory though it was,
 
will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? If the 

ministry that brought condemnation was glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that 

brings righteousness! For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the 



surpassing glory. And if what was transitory came with glory, how much greater is the glory of 

that which lasts! (2 Corinthians 3:4-11) 
 

And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for they say, ‘The old is better.’” (Luke 

5:39) 


