Galatians 4:21-31

Intro
· Open bibles or bible apps to Galatians 4:21
· We’re working our way through Paul’s letter to the Galatians
· Last week we took a break from the series
· And I shared a “one of” message
· On the topic of Focus in difficult times
· Today, Pentecost Sunday, we’re back in Galatians 4
· And it fits perfectly
· Let’s begin with Galatians 4:21-23
· Read and Pray: Galatians 4:21- 23

Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free woman. His son by the slave woman was born according to the flesh, but his son by the free woman was born as the result of a divine promise.
· Throughout this letter the main issue at hand this:
· Law vs. Grace
· Relating to God on the basis of religious rules and regulations verses…
· Relating to God on the basis of His amazing grace

· Paul came preaching a message of grace
· Afterward some deceived people came trying to put religious rules, regulations and laws on the Galatians
· And the Galatians have let them do so
· Now, with this letter, Paul is passionately trying to steer them back to the truth
· Not an east task

· Franciscan friar and prolific author Richard Rohr says:
· “There are two ways of being a prophet. One is to tell the enslaved that they can be free. It is the difficult path of Moses. The second is to tell those who think they are free that they are in fact enslaved. This is the even more difficult path of Jesus.”
· Paul is following Jesus’ more difficult path
· And honestly, over the years, it has proven to be my lot as well

· French Enlightenment writer, historian, and philosopher Voltaire says it this way:
· “It is hard to free fools from the chains they revere.”
· I have been astonished at the passion people have for their cages.
· You know what…
· Even if it’s comfortable and familiar
· A cage is still a cage.
· It doesn't even matter how many friends and family members really, really like it
· A cage is still a cage.
· It doesn't matter how much money or fame or power are offered
· A cage is still a cage.
· They can give you a fancy title and even paint your name on the door, but you know what
· A cage is still a cage.
· Even if it's really big and new and shiny
· A cage is still a cage.
· Even if you decorate it with candles and crosses or the Law of Moses
· A cage is still a cage.
· And these Galatians have made themselves quite at home in their religious cage

· So here we have Paul using yet another approach to make his point
· This time it is the example of Sarah and Hagar
· The wives of the Patriarch Abraham
· And the sons born to them
· You can read the detailed account for yourselves in Genesis chapters 16-21

· Let me identify the players for you from verses 21-23
· In Verse 21 Paul address the cage lovers:
· Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says? 
· In verse 22 he identifies the wives
· For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free woman. 
· The slave woman is Hagar
· The free woman is Sarah
· And in verse 23 he identifies the sons
· His son by the slave woman was born according to the flesh, but his son by the free woman was born as the result of a divine promise.
· Ishmael is the son born to the slave woman Hagar
· The son born according to the flesh
· Isaac is the son born to the free woman Sarah
· The son born as the result of a divine promise

Some back story
· In Genesis 12 God calls Abraham
· Abraham is 75 years old and his wife Sarah is 65 years old
· God makes amazing promises to Abraham
· Genesis 12:1-3
The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you. 
“I will make you into a great nation,
    and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
    and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
    will be blessed through you.”
· At this time Abraham and Sarah were childless
· And they rightly understood this divine promise to mean that they would have children
· But the fulfillment of this promise took much longer than either of them expected

· In Genesis 15 Abraham is expressing this concern to God
· Verses 2-6
But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer (El-ee-aa-zare) of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”
	Abraham is asking God, “Hey, what’s up?”
Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars - if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
· Clearly the promise is a son, a child of their own
· a son who is your own flesh and blood

· 10 years later, by Genesis chapter 16, Sarah is tired of waiting
· In her frustration, she decides to become “God’s little helper”
· Because, to her, God couldn’t do it on his own
· Verses 1-2
· Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named Hagar; so she said to Abram, “The Lord has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.” Abram agreed to what Sarai said
· Sarah is desperate and Abraham is dumb as rocks
· There NEVER would have been a Hagar in my house
· Right Na?
· This lead to the birth of Ishmael
· The son born to the slave woman Hagar
· The son born according to the flesh
· The son born naturally

· Make no mistake, God is absolutely faithful to his promises
· Even if they take longer than we expect
· Or than we’d like them to

· The story continues
· Genesis 17 tells us that God appeared to Abraham when he was 99 years old
· And God told Abraham that Sarah…
· His 89-year-old wife would bear him a son
· Genesis 17:16
· I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.”
· Abraham’s response: verse 17
· Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?”
· In Genesis 18 Abraham and Sarah are visited by the Trinity
· Verse 10a: Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.”
· Sarah’s response verses 10b-12
· Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?”
· Sarah’s response was like Abraham’s a chapter earlier
· She laughed at the outrageous promises of God
· Then God spoke again in verses 13-14
· Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”
· He we see that a timeframe was added to the promise
· Next year
· And that’s exactly what happened, Genesis 21:1-3
Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah what he had promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him.
· His ways are not our ways but he is ALWAYS faithful to his promises
· Isaac is the son born to the free woman Sarah
· The son born as the result of a divine promise
· Back to Galatians 4

Verses 24-27
These things are being taken figuratively: The women represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother. For it is written:

“Be glad, barren woman,
    you who never bore a child;
shout for joy and cry aloud,
    you who were never in labor;
because more are the children of the desolate woman
    than of her who has a husband.”
· Paul is using the story of Abraham’s son metaphorically
· To represent the two covenants
· Hagar, the slave woman represents the law
· The Law, the 10 Commandments that were given to Moses on Mount Sinai
· Exodus 19-20
· Sarah, the free woman, represents grace
· The new Jerusalem from above
· And then he quotes Isaiah 54:1 to describe the free woman Sarah
“Be glad, barren woman,
    you who never bore a child;
shout for joy and cry aloud,
    you who were never in labor;
because more are the children of the desolate woman
    than of her who has a husband.”

· The story of Abraham goes on to tell of conflict between the two women
· Once Isaac was born, Sarah wanted Hagar and her son Ismael out of the picture
· She felt threaten by the presence of slave woman and her son.
· Paul makes reference to the conflict in verses 28-31 of Galatians 4

Verses 28
Now you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are children of promise. 
· Paul is explaining that the Galatians are NOT born of the old covenant
· They are NOT born of the covenant of Moses
· They are NOT born of the 10 commandments given on Mount Sinai
· They are NOT born of the slave woman
· And they are not born naturally of the flesh

· Instead, they are born of the Free woman
· Of the New Covenant
· They were born of the Promises of God fulfilled in Christ Jesus
· They are not born naturally of the flesh but rather supernaturally of the Holy Spirit!
· And. So. Are. We!

Verse 29
At that time the son born according to the flesh persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. 
· This verse describes the current spiritual atmosphere in Galatia
· They also accurately describe the current state of Christianity around the world
· Across all denominational lines
· We are Isaac and we live as Ismael
· We are born free
· Yet lives as slaves to religion

· And those who dare live by grace…
· Who proclaim a message of grace…
· And fully embrace the power of the Holy Spirit
· We are persecuted
· Harassed, mocked, insulted, ridiculed and rejected
· It ought not be

Verse 30-31
But what does Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.” Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman.
· When Paul says: “Get rid of the slave woman and her son”
· What does he mean?
· Remember he’s speaking metaphorically
· He is not saying to get rid of people
· He means get rid of the old and embrace the new
· He means get rid of the law and embrace grace
· He means get rid of the natural and embrace the supernatural
· He means that we are NOT slaves
· We have full freedom in Christ Jesus

Pentecost
·  Today is Pentecost Sunday
· As many refer to it… the Birthday of the Church
· When the Holy Spirit was poured out as recorded in Acts chapter 2
· As we close today, lets embrace our birthright 
· Let’s embrace our freedom
· Let’s stand and pray together for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit…
· In our lives, in our church and across PEI

[bookmark: _GoBack]Let’s Pray
· Oh God we acknowledge that we are born not of the flesh but of the Spirit
· That we too are children of the promise
· And we ask Lord that you would be faithful to your promises… 
· And once again pour out your Spirit on us
· Fill us fresh and new
· Overflow us with your Spirit until it fills your church and floods our streets
· We ask for your gifts, your power, and your manifest presence
· In Jesus’ name

Ministry Time
· Any words of knowledge
· If you need prayer for anything at all 
· Please come forward at the final song
