Easter 2010
Easter: it’s all about relationship!
I. Intro
1. Happy Easter

2. Open Bibles to Philippians 3:7-11
3. Last week: Hope
A. Defined Hope as an eager expectation
a. Word pictures of Christmas Morning

b. The birth of my children

B. Five of Martin Luther’s insights on the connection between faith and hope
a. Faith originates in the understanding, while hope rises in the will.

b. Faith says what is to be done. Faith teaches, describes, directs. Hope exhorts the mind to be strong and courageous.

c. Faith concentrates on the truth. Hope looks to the goodness of God.

d. Faith is the beginning of life before tribulation. Hope comes later and is born of tribulation. (Romans 5)

e. Faith is a judge. It judges errors. Hope is a soldier. It fights against tribulations, the cross, despondency, despair, and waits for better things to come in the midst of evil.
i. Luther sums it up nicely by stating… By faith we begin, by hope we continue.

C. I reminded you that God keeps his promises
a. Easter is an example and celebration of God keeping his promises.

i. In Matthew 28 The angel told Mary Magdalene and he other Mary…
·  "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. 

b. Hebrews 10:23 “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful”
c. He knew you when he gave you the promise

d. To quote Larry Randolph
i. God has factored your stupidity into your destiny
D. Encouraging Scriptures

a. Romans 4:18-21 18Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations… 19Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 20Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.

b. Isaiah 55:8-9 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

c. The one who was faithful to Abraham is the same one who is faithful to you.

4. Today: Easter Message 2010
A. It’s all about Relationship
5. Read & Pray: Philippians 3:7-11

A. But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ–the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

B. Easter is the highest holy day of the Christian calendar

C. Christ’s resurrection from the dead is what sets Christianity apart from all other faiths

D. Today, let’s briefly examine one of my favorite scripture verses
E. I promise to be brief so we can all get on to our family activites
II. To Know Him

1. To Know 
A. Verse 10 “I want to know Christ & the power of his resurrection”

B. Know = Ginosko

a. Jewish idiom for sexual intimacy

b. A very intimate and personal knowing

c. To know by experience

i. Not an academic, historical or theological knowledge

ii. It’s an experiential knowledge
2. The purpose of the incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection is to know God
A. Relationship

a. To restore relationship between us and God
B. It's all about relationship

a. Incarnation

i. He came to us when we couldn't get to him

b. Life of Christ

i. He modeled the way for us when we didn't know the way

c. Crucifixion

i.  paid the price for relationship that we couldn't pay
· On November 2, 2006 Mr. David Geffen paid the highest price ever for a painting. The work by abstract expressionist Jackson Pollock titled "No. 5, 1948".was done on a 4 X 8 sheet of fiberboard. It consisted of thick amounts of brown and yellow paint drizzled on top of it, forming a nest-like appearance. It sold for $140 million dollars

· We know the value of something by the price someone is willing to pay.

· The Father thought you were priceless, worth the price of Jesus' sacrifice

d. Resurrection

i. He overcame for us what we were powerless to overcome

C. Why?

a. Love

i. Relationship with the Father

ii. Relationship with one another

b. Jesus is a bridge made of pure love

i. I want to be like Jesus

ii. Jesus life, death and resurrection is proof that love is not a pain free endeavor

D. St. Paul consider everything a loss compared to knowing Christ

a. He considered it all rubbish (vs. 8)

i. A polite interpretation, dung would be more accurate
ii. All his professional religious training and expertise – rubbish

iii. Everything in his life prior to knowing God

III. Share personal testimony

1. Childhood

A. Mom

B. Last name, glasses

C. Needed to be loved

2. Frankie

A. Stickball

B. The fight

3. Prayer Group

A. Loved unconditionally

B. Not always easy but never regretted knowing God

a. I too consider everything a loss compared to knowing Him

IV. Give invitation to take the next step in relationship with God

A. You have been on a spiritual journey

B. That journey has brought you here today

C. I invite you to take the next step

D. Enter into deeper relationship with God

E. Restore a broken relationship with Him

F. I’m not promising unicorns, rainbows and a painless life but I am offering real love

G. Let’s pray.
