Revival 5 – The Cost
I. Intro

1. Open Bibles to Acts 2
2. Acceleration in the Spirit

A. How many honestly feel like there have been LOTS of change since Nadine and I arrived May 1st?

a. Prepare yourself things are about to accelerate.

B. Need to learn lessons quickly

C. Warning against saying to yourself

a. “oh yeah, good idea, I’ll have to do that sometime soon…”

b. This is a NOW time.

c. Short, sharp, brief learning curve ahead.

D. In the Spirit things can happen Suddenly

a. Weeks, months and years may not be required.

E. Soon everything changes, radical, dramatic, divine and sudden change

a. He gives and takes away – blessed be the name of the Lord.

F. Vision of mirror, shattered and reassembled granting a new vision

3. Series on Revival

A. Revival 1: Revival Revelation

a. We’ve received an Isaiah 55::6 invitation to

i. To Seek the Lord while he may be found, to call on him while he is near.

ii. The veil between Heaven and Earth is thin

iii. The heavens are opened

iv. This is a time of preparation
B. Revival 2 & 3: 14 Characteristics of Revival – Including…
a. Revival is often Misrepresented
b. Revival is often messy and disorganized

c. Often accompanied by widespread repentance and brokenness.
d. Increased sense of Freedom

e. A sense of Heaven on Earth

i. On Earth as it is in heaven

C. Revival 4: Preparation (Two Weeks Ago)
a. Preparation

i. Parable of 10 Virgins

· Requirement was oil and being known

b. Presence

i. Looked at Gal. 5:16-25 and asked the question…

· What does it mean to “Live by the Spirit”?

· Does it mean to…

· Work harder, More discipline or Additional Sacrifices?

· Can any of you awaken any earlier than you already do?

· Most are working 9-10 hour days + riding the train

· Then you have Moms

· Working or stay at home you’re working from the time you get up to the time you lay down

· Then we looked outside the box a little and asked…

· Maybe “Live By The Spirit” means just that

· Live your everyday life, all you do, every minute of everyday…

· BY THE SPIRIT

c. Practice

i. The Practice of the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence

ii. Brother Lawrence was a seventeenth-century French monk who learned to practice the presence of God - at all times
iii. The Book is a collection of documented conversations and letters that reveal the heart of this very humble, simple man and how he learned to…
· Live by the Spirit
· Live continually in the Presence of God
· Then we looked a many of his quotes
4. Last Week: Kingdom Strategies Conference Report

A. Peter Ariola and I shared  thoughts and insights from the Conference in Boston with John Paul Jackson, Bob Jones and Aaron Evans

B. Two Main Thrusts for The Bridge – Long Island right now

a. Preparation to  go to the Streets

i. Streams Courses & Book Clubs

b. I Preparation for a fresh new move of God.

i. Not just to us but we have been invited

ii. I don’t know when – but I know it’s coming

5. Today: I want to continue with the series on Revival

A. Revival 5 – The Cost
a. Share a vision and then my insights

6. Read & Pray Acts 2:14-21
On The Day of Pentecost Peter Addresses the Crowd

 14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
 17" 'In the last days, God says, 
      I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
   Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
      your young men will see visions, 
      your old men will dream dreams. 
 18Even on my servants, both men and women, 
      I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
      and they will prophesy. 
 19I will show wonders in the heaven above 
      and signs on the earth below, 
      blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
 20The sun will be turned to darkness 
      and the moon to blood 
      before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
 21And everyone who calls 
      on the name of the Lord will be saved.'[c]
II. The Visions

1. “your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.”
A. Maybe that makes me a young man?
B. Seeing

2. Vision = Horasis 

A. Strong’s

a. a vision, an appearance divinely granted in an ecstasy or dream

B. meaning that young men would see spiritually or supernaturally

C. An effect of the Holy Spirit being poured out on Pentecost is the ability to see visions

D. Seeing visions is real, it’s biblical, it happened then, it’s happened through the ages and it happens today

E. It happens to me, as a result of being filled with the Holy Spirit I see visions

F. And I want to share one with you today.

3. Since 2004 God has been communicating to me through visions

A. The last couple of years the ability to see has grown exponentially

B. I can’t make it happen but almost every time I quiet myself before Him He reveals something to me

C. I still struggle sharing them

a. Some are personal

b. But often it’s just my pride, concerned what you might think of me

D. From time to time I feel lead to share one of the vision with you, this is one of those times

4. 40 Visions in 40 Days

A. These visions began on February 11th 2008 and ran through March 18th
a. This was following a city wide call to 40 days of prayer and fasting

b. It was amazing

B. These visions were an on going story, I will pick it up on February 19th and follow throughthrough February 21, 2008

Tuesday, February 19, 2008 - Garden and Office Building Vision

I see a spider, a comic book spider, black and two dimensional.  Then I see a three dimensional bird swoop by and it eats the spider.  I don’t know what kind of bird it is, it has while feathers like spikes or spokes around its neck.

I can really feel the battle between soul and spirit within me right now, so much on my mind with the present and future.  Lord Jesus I submit my will to you.  I submit my spirit to your Spirit and I command my soul to submit to my spirit.
I see a garden, a flower garden.  It is filled with activity and life.  There is life at the top of the flowers, on the stems, on the ground and under the ground.  I know this is a metaphor.  Not all the bugs are bad.  Some of the bugs are required for life.

In other words some of the things in life that bug me are required for my life.  Those things buzzing around my head, those things on my back and those things under foot are there for a reason, to pollinate, to eat harmful parasites and to aerate the ground.

The rain and snow of God’s spoken word comes and it activates the seeds that have been planted.  Like the garden, the workings of God have times and seasons.

The garden I see is pretty much in full bloom.  There is life everywhere, bright colors and beautifully fragrant aromas.  I seem to know that this is the Three Rivers Bridge.  Things have come to there fullness (full bloom) my work here is complete.  I turn around and see the garden gate about 12 feet away.  It opens even before I get to it.  I see a big city outside the gate, almost like one of those vacant lot gardens in NYC.

I know that things will be very different once I step out of the garden into/onto the city street.  On the street the buildings are very tall and the streets are very busy, many vehicles. I enter a yellow taxi cab and we speed off very quickly.  Jesus is driving the cab.  He says to me “where to?” and I reply “You know the best places, you choose” and he answers with a smile “I know just the place” and he hits the gas and we speed off even faster.

We stop abruptly in front of a tall building, a sky scraper.  This building has everything.  People live here, it’s an office building; there are even shopping and restaurants inside.  It’s a fancy, high class building.  It even has a door man.  I step out of the cab and approach the entrance to this building.  Now Jesus is the door man, he’s actually holding the door open for me but I hear him say… “wait…”  “wait…”.

He’s holding the door open with his right hand and touched me on top of my head with his left.  As he does my clothing changes form casual tee shirt and blue jeans (adequate for the garden) to a very nice, perfectly tailored tuxedo.  Jesus says “now you can go, enter”.  As I do everything turns into a brilliant bright white.  And the vision ends.

Wednesday, February 20, 2008 Vision of Hell

I see myself back at the entrance to the office building in yesterday’s vision, my eyes are adjusting to the brightness of the great light inside and I can begin to see definition to the room.  I see a beautiful hotel type lobby.  There is a check in counter to my left and seating and a fireplace to my right.  Straight ahead I see an elevator, golden and ornate.  It captures my attention and I understand that it is my destination.

Wow, as I enter the elevator, there is Jesus again.  Now He is the elevator operator.  He’s the one who descends and ascends.

I’m frightened.  I sense that the Lord wants to take me down into hell to show me why he came and I’m not sure I want to see what’s down there.  He waits on me… he waits on me… 

Lord, because I trust you and I know you love me, I will go anywhere with you.

Instantly, we have descended what feels like three levels.  The elevator doors open and Jesus and I float out.  We are incased in a bubble of His light.  He no longer looks like the elevator operator but now he appears as the risen Lord.

Jesus says “These are those who spent their money on what was not bread and labored for what did not satisfy.  These did not listen carefully to my voice, I never knew them.”

It hard to look at them, I see people suffering, trapped in their own selfish ambitions and fleshly desires.

I see one man in a red muck covered box and he’s scraping and clawing trying to make it to the top.  He looks like an executive but I know that he’s the senior pastor of a large church.  He has scraped and clawed his way to the top all his life but never knew God.

I see another man running faster and faster on a hamster wheel.  All his life he strived to get somewhere but never gained any ground.  Hew was just running in circles because he did know God.

I see a woman in a pond of alligators; she has become what she hated.  She’s become the very thing that attacked and tormented her.

Lord, have mercy – I don’t want to see any more.  Jesus says, you must look this way, on my right I see a man dismembered.  His arms, legs, head, hands, feet are disconnected.  He lived his entire life disconnected from the Body of Christ.

I see another man, headless – he refused to come under God’s appointee authority his entire life.

I see a man without hands – he would not serve

I see a man with out feet he would not walk the walk.

I see a man with his eyes permanently shut, he refused to see on earth and now he can not see for eternity.

Now I see another man.  He has no mouth – oh no, he looks like me, a lot like me.  He refused to speak on Earth and now he is here.

We are suddenly back in the elevator and Jesus sternly and with authority tells me “Go when the Father says go and speak when the Spirit gives you unction to speak.  I have given you eyes to see and with these eyes come the responsibility for what is seen.  Do not shrink back.”

Thursday, February 21, 2008 - Hotel lobby Vision

We are in the elevator…and we begin to ascend stopping back at the main lobby..  I know that I need to speak to the person at the counter and to the man sitting by the fireplace.

I want to talk to the man by the fire place but I seem to kow that proper protocol is to go to the counter first.

The person behind the counter asks me: 

“Would you like a room?” 

And I say “yes”.  

“How high would you like to go?”

“I would like to go all the way to the top”

“It will cost you everything” he says

“I understand, but I still want to go”

“No, you don’t understand, it WILL cost you EVERYTHING”

I pause to consider his words.  “I’m all in, there is no turning back now, I want everything God has for me, nothing more, nothing less, please give me my room key”.

The man behind the counter looks at me; nods his head knowingly and says, “So be it, you can get your key from the man sitting by the fireplace”.

The man sitting by the fireplace looks like someone out of the 1940’s or 50’s.  He’s dressed in a nice business suit, wearing a hat, legs crossed, smoking a pipe and reading a news paper.  He’s sitting in a comfortable chair angled away from the fireplace and has a small table beside him.

He exudes wisdom, like a wise father figure.  I sense that he is a minister from an earlier era.  He looks like some of the pictures of seen of William Branham.  As I walk closer and can see that yes this is indeed William Branham.

“Excuse me Brother Branham, I was told that I needed to get my room key from you.”

Lowering his newspaper he looks up at me and says “I’m not Brother Branham, I’m his angel”.  I’ve been waiting for you”.  “I have been waiting for reassignment a very long time.  No on has been willing to pay the price” 

With that he folds up his newspaper, hands it to me saying “this is your key” Then he stands up steps forward and enters into me.

I feel the impact immediately.  It feel like my spirit has gotten bigger but my body has gotten smaller.  (Increase in spirit rule, decrease of flesh? I hope) the sudden change makes me feel dizzy so I sit in the now vacant chair before me.  Immediately the chair turns and faces the fireplace front and center.  The fire blazes and I understand that the price to be paid begins right now as I “face the fire”.

III. The Cost

1. JPJ Says

A. The Greater the Clarity, the Greater the Cost

a. Example: Move to NY, Long Island, Suffolk County, Lindenhurst, 123 Main St

B. The greater the clarity the less grace you have

2. Plus, once you’ve heard the revelation from God, you’re responsible to it

A. Hearing God, seeing in the Spirit is great but…

a. To quote Uncle Ben from the first Spiderman movie 

i. “With Great power comes great responsibility”

3. Jesus exhorted us to count the cost

A. 23Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. 25What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? Luke 9:23

a. God is looking for unconditional surrender…
B. Peter & Jesus Conversation concerning the cost

a. 28Peter said to him, "We have left everything to follow you!"  29"I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life.31But many who are first will be last, and the last first." Mark 10:28-31
b. Paul describes the cost in 2 Corinthians 4:7 -12, 16-18

c. 7But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. 12So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you…. 16Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.18So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

4. I’m warning you – count the cost
A. Hearing God is Great
B. Seeing visions is awesome

C. Revival is wonderful

D. But just as I was told…. It WILL cost you everything

a. And yet – it still the best deal in the universe
IV. Ministry Time

1. Impartation to see visions

