The Gospel of John 13:1-17

Intro
· Open bibles to John 13
· Working our way through the Gospel of John
· Today we’ve come to a significant turning point in the gospel narrative
· We’re shifting from the very public ministry of Jesus to a deeply private and intimate time of ministry with his closest disciples
· Let’s begin 
· Verse 1 and the first six words of verse 2 set the scene for us.
· Read and pray

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.

The evening meal was in progress, 

· Jesus is about to celebrate his final Passover with his disciples
· Verse 2 begins by telling us the meal was in progress
· Luke’s gospel offers additional information omitted by John
· Luke 22:7-13
· Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.” “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations there.” They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.
· How exciting it must have been to walk with Jesus
· As you enter the city…
· A man carrying a jar of water will meet you. 
· Follow him to the house that he enters
· Say to the owner of the house…
· The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 
· He will show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. 
· Make preparations there.”
· Such detailed revelation
· You know what?
· The Holy Spirit can speak to us in the same way today.
· It makes the Christian life vastly less boring and much more exciting!

· Here we see that the Passover preparation have been made
· And as the beginning John 13:2 states:
· The evening meal was in progress, 

The rest of Verses 2
· The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus.
· The betrayal of Jesus has been in the works since John 12
· When Mary extravagantly anoints Jesus with oil
· And Judas objects to the “waste” of money
· (a year’s wages)
· And Jesus comes to Mary’s defense
· Judas gets offended and runs off to the Chief priests
· Here’s a piece of the story from Mark 14:8-11
· Coming to Mary’s defense, Jesus says:
· 8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” 10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. 11 They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for an opportunity to hand him over.
Verse 3
· Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God;
· I love verse 3
· Almost as much as I love verse 4
· But  verse three paints the picture for us
· Jesus knew stuff
· He knew that:
· Father had put all things under his power
· That he had come from God
· and was returning to God;
· verse 1 adds
· Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
· Knowing where you come from is profound
· But not nearly as much as knowing where you’re going
· Which pales in comparison to knowing that:
· The “Father had put all things under his power”
· I looked up “all things” in the Greek – you know what it means?
· All things means all things!
· Strong’s Concordance defines it this way:
· “Each, every, any, all, the whole, everyone, all things, everything”
· I’d say that pretty comprehensive
· Verse 3 is communicating that Jesus is operating from a place of power, not weakness
· He’s omnipotent
· Jesus has unlimited power and the ability to do anything
· He’s secure in the knowledge of himself
· He knows where he’s come from and he knows where he’s going
· Plus he knows that his hour has come
· This is the moment for which he came
· Again, no small things!
· Most of us would give anything to be so self aware!
· So what does Jesus do from this all powerful all - knowing place?
· What would most of us do?
· World domination? 
· Like some villain in a James Bond movie?
· I love verse 4
· It’s tells us what Jesus does from this position of ultimate security and power
Verse 4-5
· so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.
· Verse 4 begins with the word “so”
· It’s a transitional word
· It takes us from the preceding statement into the next
· It’s communicating that…
· In light of that past statement this next thing takes place
· Knowing where he’s come from and where he’s going
· Know that he has unlimited power what does Jesus do?
· He washes the feet of his students, his apprentices, his protégés, his disciples
· And not in some religious ceremonial way
· You know, with clean feet, new socks and your best “non-smelly” shoes!
· Scripture says he:
· Jesus undressed because this was such a messy job
· He humbled himself profoundly
· He got down the floor
· And did the job usually set aside for the lowliest slave
· He washed the feet of men
· Not pretty girl feet
· Not clean, well prepared church feet
· Man feet, sandaled feet, traveling dusty middle eastern roadways feet!
· Dirty, nasty man feet!

· Who is this Jesus?
· Who is this God we serve?
· He’s not like the other man made false gods
· Truly, Isaiah 55 is right!
· His ways are not our ways!
· And remember THIS, in John 14:9:
· Jesus told his disciples that:
· “when you’ve seen me you’ve seen the Father”
· Guys, we need a new image of the Father
· We need a new image of God!


Let’s look at Verses 6-11
· The story continues when Jesus gets to Peter
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” (vs. 6)
· Peter has our mindset
· This isn’t how this is suppose to work
· You’re our leader
· Our master, we should serve you
· We should wash your feet!
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” (vs. 7)
· Jesus has an objective, a plan, a purpose 
· There’s an important point to all this
· And we will get to it shortly
“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” (vs. 8a)
· The ever stubborn Peter resists
· He thinks he’s right and refuses to budge
· Like in Matthew 16:22-23
· When Jesus predicts his death and Peter takes Jesus aside and rebukes him!
· Peter “takes Jesus aside”
· “To rebuke him”
· Seriously?
· Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!
· If nothing else you have to admire Peter’s passion.
· Jesus responses to Peter’s “you shall never wash my feet” declaration…

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” (vs.8b)
· Another clue to Jesus’ purpose in all this washing of the feet…
· Jesus HAS TO wash Peter’s feet

“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” (vs.9)
· Remember a few weeks ago when we talked about ceremonial cleansing as preparation for the Passover
· Different levels of cleansing for varied levels of sinfulness
· Or violations of the law
· Peter offering his hands and head could be a nod to that
· Or, it was just Peter being Peter.
· Peter being his passionate, exuberant self 
Verses 10-11
· Jesus finishes his dialogue with Peter in verse 10-11
Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.
· No Pete, you’re good, just your feet
· An added reference to Judas

Verses 12-17
· Let’s finish up with Verses 12-17
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.
· Do you understand what I have done for you?
· Before I address Jesus’ question let me share an important observation
· Jesus washed the disciples feet
· He washed ALL his disciples’ feet!
· Judas was still there
· Jesus washed Judas’ feet
· Jesus washed the feet of the man who was about to betray him unto death
· Not only that - Jesus washed the feet of one of his closest friends who would, within hours, deny even knowing him!
· Jesus washed the feet of all these men, men who would abandon in his greatest hour of need – except John.
· Who is this God?
· Who loves like this?
· Who but our God extends this degree of mercy and grace?
· Amazing grace indeed

· On to Jesus’ question:
· It’s always wise to pay attention when God asks you a question
· Jesus has just modeled extraordinary behavior for the disciples
· He has set an example for them
· That they are to do for one another what he has done for them
· By his actions Jesus is communicating
· This is how they are to treat one another
· That this is the standard he has set for how they are to operate after he’s gone
· Wash one another feet
· Take the lowest place
· And love extravagantly
· From a powerful place
· Coming from God and going to God
· Being God himself
· All powerful
· Not only their Teacher but their Lord
· KJV says Lord and Master!
· Lord meaning: God, the Messiah
· Master meaning: Preeminence! 
· The preeminence of Jesus himself!
· And…
· He. Washed. Their. Feet!
· He’s telling them that no matter how high they go…
· No matter how great they get
· They will never be greater than him
· Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. (vs. 16)
· If he washed their feet they can wash anyone’s feet
· If he served them in this humble and loving way
· Then they too can serve in humility and love
· Verse 17 ends today’s text
· Jesus says
· Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.
· In all things there is a blessing to do what Jesus has modeled for us 
· and to follow the example he has set for us.
· This is Jesus’ final night with his disciples before his arrest and crucifixion
· It a significant time
· With dear friends
· You do important things at a time like this
· We have many more significant moments from this night to cover in the weeks ahead
· But please take note how Jesus starts things off
· He washes their feet to set an example on how they are to relate to one another.
· Man oh man, we’ve got to get this love one another thing right.

· I leave you with this question…
· How do we do it too?
· Jesus said:
· I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.
· And
· Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.
· So, how do we do these things?
· How do we “wash feet” love one another?

Let’s Pray
· Lord, how can we in practical ways do what you did?
· How can we better wash the feet of our brothers and sisters?
· How can we practically serve, humbly serve the way you did?
· Not from shame or guilt or weakness
· But from the security of your love for us
· Show us Lord

Ministry Time
· If this message has touched your heart or challenged you today
· And you need prayer, please stand
· If you know the devastating pain of betrayal or abandonment and need some prayer?
· Please stand - Jesus knows you pain
· If you’re here today with any need at all and would like some prayer
· Please stand
· I going to lead you in a final song while others around you support you in prayer.

