Little Things Matter: Title?
The idea of a biological clock. 
· Personally, I’ve often compared myself to other people’s relationships. Why is it that it seems all of my friends are getting engaged and having kids and here I am single? Why are we in different seasons of life yet all the same age? It seems as though I am lagging behind. 
· This comparison can lead me to want to push for a relationship that God isn’t in or the one He doesn’t have planned for me. 
· While we see time as finite, God’s time is infinite. He doesn’t work on these timetables that society has led us to believe things HAVE to happen in. 
Ecclesiastes 3:8
a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.
God’s timing for our future relationship is not going to be the same time as someone else’s.
Being single isn’t a punishment but rather a unique opportunity to focus solely on loving God and as a result, learning how to love God’s way. 
Looking at the 10 commandments, we can see clearly that God has always wanted to be first in our lives. 
Exodus 20:3-6
3 “You shall have no other gods before me.
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.
Whenever we put God first, He blesses us more than we can imagine. 
Our lives aren’t always spent on a mountain- there are peaks and valleys. 
But everything in life, every situation, every mistake is used for something beautiful. 


Ecclesiastes 3:11
 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 
To have peace with the season we are in, we have to rest in the promise that God has a purpose for it. 
Purpose for the season of singleness:
· Get to know ourselves and God more intimately
· Pursue the calling God has 
· Work on the places God is showing that need some improvement 
God hears your cries, your complaints, your desires and your feelings of loneliness and He will bless you in HIS TIME.
So, does this mean that while we are waiting for THE ONE we aren’t supposed to date?  Negative. But you have to know how to date another Christian in a Godly way and protect your heart and whoever you are dating’s heart as well. 
(Notice I said ANOTHER CHRISTIAN, we will touch more on that in a bit.)

Song- Slow Fade by Casting Crowns 
Often, I think we have this illusion that the reason we sin or slip up is because of big things that happen in our life. 
REALITY- it is the little things we do, even subconsciously, that lead to our downfall. 
In the world we live in, examples of how “dating” should be are everywhere. Movies and TV shows suggest that single people go out to a club or bar, hook up with someone, hope they like you in the morning and if they don’t, repeat the process. 
How could this misconstrue our perception of Godly dating? It can lead us to believe that what we are doing is okay when God is saying it’s not. 
If you’re a single person like me, then you might experience times of loneliness. In these times, it is easy for the devil to sneak in and try to persuade you that the arms of someone else is the answer. 
If we aren’t guarding our minds and hearts with the Word of God, we could fall into this temptation or at least entertain the idea of it. 
Thoughts become actions before you realize it is happening.
“The journey from your mind into your hands// is shorter than you’re thinking”
Philippians 4:8 
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.
God wouldn’t tell us to do something if it wasn’t important. He didn’t write the bible as a suggestion. He wrote it for our benefit so we could learn from it. When we think of these things, our actions will reflect.
What does Godly dating look like?
“The Right One” – Jimmy Evans & Frank Martin 
A good book I’d recommend to anyone that is single, dating and also married. 
God’s design for dating is to set a foundation that honors Him and leads to a Godly marriage. (If you’re married but didn’t set a Godly foundation, these things can still apply to you to set that foundation now)
From this book, I learned that dating in a Godly way means a few things that are different from the way society leads us to believe dating should look like. 
NOTE: Not everyone will date exactly the same (some won’t kiss until their wedding day, etc) but every Christian should have the same foundation which is on the truths that God has given us about dating. 
1st: Don’t seek a partner to fill a void, because they can’t.
That feeling of loneliness or sadness cannot be turned to happiness from dating a person. People will always let us down. We can’t always say or do the right thing. That void can only be filled with the love that only Christ can offer. 

1 Corinthians 2:14
The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.
God is love and love can only come from knowing God. How do I know that?
1 John 4:19 19
We love because he first loved us.
So the first thing to Godly dating is knowing God. 
2nd: Listen to God’s voice and rely on it.
Whenever you date, you want to keep God in the center of it. He should be the focus of you and your partner. 
Being avid followers of Christ, your relationship should be built on honor, honesty and commitment because you know what God expects of His children. 
You should be protecting your heart while also protecting the heart of your partner. 
Proverbs 4:23
Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.
Relying on God’s voice will allow you to not be “blinded by love.” 
Ignoring the voice of the Holy Spirit will only lead to heartache in the future. A relationship shouldn’t fall apart at every little annoyance or fight but some things shouldn’t be ignored.
Their flaws (and yours) that lead to fights every minute now are things that will not just “work themselves out.” 
Sometimes the Holy Spirit will be telling you to let go even when it seems the person your dating meets all the criteria for a Christian partner.  
3rd: Don’t be a missionary-dater.
Definition: Dating someone in hopes that we will lead them to Christ. 
Reality: They lead us away. 
This is a cliché saying but “Your heart should be so wrapped up in Christ, they have to seek Him to get to you.”
Being a Christian, we have a calling to reach the unchurched. But we aren’t called to date them… At least not until they too have had the time needed, in the season of singleness, to learn to love like Christ. 
This could sound arrogant but it’s not because I think “Christians are better people than the lost so can’t date those losers.” I know some sorry Christians and some awesome unbelievers. 
So I am not just being mean, look at 
2 Corinthians 6:14
Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?
Date someone that has God as top priority and strive to be that person as well.  
If you’re both hearing this message for the first time, neither one of you know Jesus, I am NOT telling you that you have to break up. But rather showing you the truths God has. It is not too late for you both to turn to God and for your relationship to start honoring Him. 
In the past, I dated someone who knew Christ but wasn’t interested in following and serving Him as much as I was. This caused me to doubt if I actually should as well. My BF didn’t go to church so did I have to? Wasn’t believing enough? It led to me feeling isolated from God and the people that encouraged me to live for Christ. This resulted in a lot of stumbles and a hard breakup that shouldn’t have happened because I shouldn’t have been dating him to begin with. 
4th: Set boundaries to honor God.
 Would you enter a lion’s den at the zoo holding a steak? Probably not. The lion would maul you because the temptation of eating the steak is outweighing the training it had to not attack you. 
If we wouldn’t do that, why would we put ourselves in a situation that would compromise ourselves and another? Sure, we can say we can resist the temptation but a good offense is the best defense. 
Having boundaries ensures that you won’t be tempted and you won’t cause your partner to stumble either. 

Romans 14:13
Therefore, let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister.
Some healthy boundaries that I have:
· Not spending the night together. even if you didn’t “do anything” it looks wrong. 
Eph. 5:3 
But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people.
If you can’t justify it to God or other Christians, it is more than likely improper. 
· Not kissing while laying down. This is something that will easily lead to something else. 
· Not being alone together for long periods of time. 
· Communicating expectations beforehand. This will ensure that there is no miscommunication as to what is expected by each party. Compromise is key to a relationship(when you are arguing about where to eat) but not when it comes to compromising yourself. 
· I’m not going to say praying together because that is a spiritually intimate thing and could lead to confusion. You are filled by the Holy Spirit and can mistake that for love for that person.
These are some examples of boundaries that need to be determined and made concrete before something could potentially happen. 
God tells us:
Hebrews 13:4
Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.
Even if you’ve already fallen in the sin of sexual impurity, it is not too late to turn from it and re-cleanse the marriage bed. 
It won’t be easy as you’ve already had a taste of the things God has created to be pleasurable in marriage but it isn’t impossible. 
Setting these boundaries will help you to date in a Godly way. 


Reflect on points:
1- Partner will not fill void that only Christ can. 
2- Rely on God’s voice.
3- Date with intention, not salvation.
4- [bookmark: _9opvs9u6r7tx]Set boundaries. 
[bookmark: _5cwoc320p70z]If you’re here today and you realize you haven’t been setting a very good foundation, or you haven’t been dating in a way that honors God, I hope you can turn to Him today and make that commitment to honor Him. 
[bookmark: _vk63whff5t8p]Maybe you’re here and you don’t know God personally, you want to date for Him but you have to give your heart to Him first. You can do that today and it is as simple as a prayer: 
[bookmark: _kezwfnp5y97w]“Lord, I know I am a sinner, I haven’t been living for you but I know you love me. I know you love me so much you sent your Son to die on a cross so my sins can be forgiven. I want you to come into my heart today and lead me to live for you.”
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Just like that, you are saved. You can leave here today a changed person, repenting of sins, living and dating for Him. 




