MERRY CHRISTMAS
Candlelight – Story – Special Guest

We are in part 2 of a message series entitled…

The Legend

A legend can be defined in a few ways…

· 1st - Legend being a story that may or may not be true.
· “Legend has it that the famed outlaw Jesse James robbed from the rich and gave to the poor.”
· 2nd - Legend being a person that is notoriously famous.
· “Augustus McCray is a legend in the world of westerns.”
· 3rd - Legend being the Diagram on a map that explains what the symbols mean on the map.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Last week…

I taught part 1 – The Legend of Christmas - We exposed how Americans have created some legends out of the Christmas story but then we took an honest look at the miracles of Jesus’ birth…
· And we learned that the story of Jesus’ birth isn’t reasonable – it’s supernatural. 

· Our supernatural God.
· Showing His Supernatural power
· Gave us His supernatural Son.
· So that we could be supernaturally changed through the forgiveness of our sins.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Today I want to preach a message entitled…

Jesus: The Living Legend

EX - Meeting a Legend in the bathroom. Troy Aikman, Ladd Drummond, Dean Smith, T Boone Pickens, Larry Mahan, Tuff Hedemen, Dale Brisby. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EX – Today Legends determined by # of Followers – Legends are determined by how many followers they have on Social media…

· Most Followed People on Instagram…
· Labron James – 34 million followers
· Justin Timberlake – 47 million followers 
· Justin Beiber – 95 million followers
· Taylor Swift – 105 million followers
· Christiano Ronaldo – 117 million followers
· #1 Hightest– Selena Gomez – 131 million followers
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


You might be impressed by those numbers, but…

· I did some research… and Jesus has more followers than any one person combined on Twitter, Instagram, FB combined. Estimated – 2,000,000,000 (Billion) Followers.
· Not on social media 
· But in faith

· Over the span of history…
· People have placed their faith in Jesus Christ as the Savior of the World!
· And His following is still growing!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


No matter whom you consider to be Legendary…no one can compare to JESUS!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What makes Him a Living Legend?



1. His LIFE was legendary.


1st – His Legend started with His birth.

· Galatians 4:4-5 – “4But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. 5God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own children.”

· At just the right time.
· God SENT His Son.
· God said, 
· “Son, I’m sending you to go save the world.”

· It wasn’t like Jesus lost a bet with the Holy Spirit and had to come to earth.
· It wasn’t His punishment.

· It was Christ’s privilege to come.
· It was His calling.
· It was His purpose!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Why? 
· So we might be freed from our slavery to sin.
· And be adopted as His children.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


And boy did He COME to earth in legendary style!

Nothing short of Supernatural…
· Born of a virgin
· His mom was made pregnant by the Holy Spirit.
· Angels spoke to them in dreams.
· Wise men followed a star to come see Him.

· Not reasonable – but Supernatural!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


This was just the start to the making of a legend…



What else about His life makes Him a legend?

2nd – His birth, life, and death fulfilled over 300 prophecies (Predictions). 


2 Parts to the bible: Old Testament & New Testament

· OT – tells the story of creation - up to Jesus life. (39 books)
· NT – Tells the story of Jesus life and the life of His disciples and the church. (27 books)

· The OT – written 100’s if not 1000’s of years before Jesus was born!
· Get this: OT made more than 300 Prophesies (predictions) about who, what, when, where and how the Messiah would come, live, and die.

· Jesus fulfilled all 300
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I’ll give you just a few that Christ fulfilled…

Prophecy said He would be…
· Born in Bethlehem – Micah 5:2 – Matthew 2:1
· Born of a Virgin – Isaiah 7:14 – Luke 1
· Come from the tribe of Judah – Genesis 49:10 – Hebrews 7:14
· Called Immanuel – Isaiah 7:14 – Matthew 1:23
· Rejected by His own people – Psalm 69:8 – John 1:11
· Called a Nazarene – Isaiah 11:1 – Matthew 2:23
· Messiah would be betrayed – Psalm 41:9 – Luke 22:47-48
· Crucified with Criminals – Isaiah 53:12 – Matthew 27:38
· Spat upon and struck – Isaiah 50:6 – Matthew 26:67
· Resurrected from the dead – Psalm 49:15 – Matthew 28:2-7

· These are just a few…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


What are the odds of Him fulfilling over 300?

· Just to fulfill 8 – of the 300 – 1 in 10 to the 17th power…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· EX - Illustrate the odds of Jesus fulfilling just 8 of the prophecies 
· Take 10 to the 17th power – in silver dollars
· Lay them on the face of Texas
· They would cover all of the state 2’ deep

· If you were to mark 1 of the silver dollars 
· Stir it in the mix 
· Blindfold a man
· Tell him to pick the one silver dollar that is marked out of the stack. 
· This is the chance that Jesus had at fulfilling just 8 of the 300 prophecies.
· YET JESUS FULFILLED over 300.

· Wow – what a notoriously, legendary Savior Jesus is.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Another fact that seals Jesus’ legendary life is…

3rd – While on earth for 33 years…He was sinless.


EX – Raise your hand if you’ve sinned. Every person that has ever walked the face of this earth – or will walk the face of this earth – has or will sin! 

Jesus never did.
· This puts Him in a category of His own!
· Sinless
· Legendary

· 1 Peter 1:19-20 - 19It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. 20God chose him as your ransom long before the world began…”

1st - His LIFE was legendary.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



2. His LOVE is legendary.


Ex – Jeremy’s love for His son – Fact that Jeremy reminded me of - God loves Caleb more.

Listen to how Jesus showed His love for us…

· Philippians 2:6 – “Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being.

· Jesus showed His love by leaving heaven to come to earth.
· Perfect place – to come to an Evil place
· Was with His dad - w/o His dad
· From being served and worshipped – to being a servant and hated.
· From living a perfect life – to dying the worst death.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Because He came to earth - This is why we call Him Immanuel – which means God with us!


· What dose this mean for us?

· It means He understands our struggles cause He’s been there.

· Hebrews 2:17-18 - 17For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Because He’s Immanuel…God is with us…

· He knows your pain – cause He’s felt pain.
· He knows your struggle – cause He’s struggled.
· He knows your temptation – cause He was tempted!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What’s even more amazing is…

He not only understands our struggle – He can do something about it!

While on earth…
· He walked among the sick – to heal them.
· The depressed – to give them joy.
· The fearful – to set them free from worry.
· The hungry – to feed them.
· Was a friend of sinners– to see them saved.

· And He came to do the same for us! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


You may be thinking, “I’ve not been good enough to deserve His love.”
· Good news – “Nothing you’ve done or will do can change His love for you.”

· Romans 5:8 -  “But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.”

Jesus Christ showed His legendary love for us – by dying for our sins while we were still His enemies.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

His love is legendary – cause He died EVEN FOR HIS ENEMIES! 

· Remember this prayer while He was being crucified on the cross?

· Luke 23:33-34 – “33When they came to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals were also crucified—one on his right and one on his left. 34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice.”

What makes Jesus a Living Legend?
1st – His life is legendary
2nd – His love is legendary!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Lastly…

3. His RESURRECTION is legendary. 


· Luke 24:1-12 - 1But very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2They found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 3So they went in, but they didn’t find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4As they stood there puzzled, two men suddenly appeared to them, clothed in dazzling robes. 5The women were terrified and bowed with their faces to the ground. Then the men asked, “Why are you looking among the dead for someone who is alive? 6He isn’t here! He is RISEN from the dead! 

· Not only did Jesus have a supernatural ENTRANCE, He made a supernatural EXIT!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


He died the cruelest death imaginable!
Death on a cross!

· But…Jesus death didn’t make Him a Legend!
· People die every day!

· It was His RISE FROM THE DEAD – that makes Him a LIVING LEGEND!

· The grave couldn’t hold Him!
· Death didn’t win!
· He lives!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Listen to Jesus’ own words…
· Revelation 1:18 – “I am the living one. I died, but look--I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and the grave.”
· He right now is sitting on the throne – at the right hand of God! 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


After all of this…
· The story isn’t over…

· One of these days Jesus will make a LEGENDARY RETURN!

· On a cloud!
· For all the world to see!

Question we all have to answer is:
Have we believed in Jesus: The Living Legend?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Bowheads: 

So what should our response be to Jesus’ LIFE, LOVE, AND RESURRECTION?

We believe!
We place our trust in Him.
We live for His glory

· He’s the…
· Son of God
· King of Kings 
· Lord of Lords
· Alpha and Omega
· Beginning and the end
· Prince of peace…
· The Great I am…
· HE IS…Immanuel – God with us!

Prayer – Give Him your struggle…
· Lord I’m depressed – I need you
· Lord I’m lonely – I need you
· Lord thank you for being with me.
· Thank you for understanding!

Prayer of Salvation
· Call on His name!
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