Part 3
Why Me Lord
Sometimes Life is Bad, but God is always good

Part 1 – Storms are going to brew, but we don’t have to stew.
· Storms are inevitable.
· Praise God we have Jesus in our boat.

Part 2 – Job – Storm season is just that, a season. 
· Job 
· We are to praise God in the storm.
· Remain faithful.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I want to take another look at the story we’ve been using in this series and pull another powerful truth from God’s Word…A truth that can keep us from experiencing more storms in life than we have too….


Jesus had been teaching by the lake (Sea of Galilee)…
He wants to retreat from the crowd and reenergize – so let’s look at what happened next…

· Matthew 8:23-27 - 23Then he[Jesus] got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 26He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. 27The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


EX – How many of you have ever made a bad decision? A decision that cost you big time?


EX…
· You chose to buy something.
· And it turned out to be a lemon.
· Investment that lost money.

· If you cowboy at all - You roped a bull on a young horse.
· And the bull jerked you to the ground. 

· Ladies – you picked that hairstyle or color at the salon.
· And it just didn’t work for you. 

· Began to date a guy/gal you know God doesn’t want you to - and you thought the relationship would be great.
· But you soon realized that it was toxic.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



We’ve all made bad decisions in life.

· And these bad decisions have led us all to failure, disappointment, and sin. 
· AND in many cases - UNESSECARY STORMS in our lives.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Main thought for today…


Sometimes our boat sinks because we get in the wrong boat.



So do we keep this from happening?
- We do what the disciples did…

· Matthew 8:23-27 - 23Then he[Jesus] got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 

Notice that the disciples did not get in a boat and Jesus followed THEM. 
· Jesus was in the boat and the disciples followed Him. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Sometimes we choose our own boat and…we think Jesus should get in the boat with us.

· We say to the Lord…
· “I’m going to do this Lord – like it or not.”
· “This is my life – and I don’t care what you’ve called me to do – I’m going to do it my way!”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




A tragic example of this is a guy in the bible by the name of Jonah…


· Jonah1:1-3a - 1The LORD gave this message to Jonah son of Amittai: 2“Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh. Announce my judgment against it because I have seen how wicked its people are.” 3But Jonah got up and went in the opposite direction to get away from the LORD.

· God had a purpose for Jonah.
· He had a plan to use him to help the Ninevites repent of their sin and be saved.
· But Jonah said, “Nah – I’m going to get in this boat and get as far away as I can from what you’ve called me too. 

· He chose the wrong boat! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Listen to the result of Jonah’s decision…


· Jonah 1: 3b-4 -  “He went down to the port of Joppa, where he found a ship leaving for Tarshish. He bought a ticket and went on board, hoping to escape from the LORD by sailing to Tarshish. 4But the LORD hurled a powerful wind over the sea, causing a violent storm that threatened to break the ship apart. 


The result of a decision to not follow God – and get in the wrong boat – led to a great storm that threatened to sink the ship! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



So – how do we make the right decision and eliminate some of the storms we cause ourselves to go through?


· Simple: We follow Jesus – and always choose to get into His boat.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


To help us realize what’s at stake I want us to focus on 3 thoughts…



1. Our decisions determine our destiny.


· Deuteronomy 30:19-20 - 19“Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your descendants might live! 20You can make this choice by loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and committing yourself firmly to him. This is the key to your life. And if you love and obey the LORD, you will live long in the land the LORD swore to give your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”

We all have a choice!

· We can choose to surrender our sin to Jesus – and receive His forgiveness – Or choose to live a pointless life w/o Him.
· We can choose to follow and live for Christ – and gain an abundant life on earth and eternal life in heaven!
· Or we can choose death and curses on earth and eternity separated from God!
· WE CHOOSE OUR DESTINY!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



So you’re saying God gives us a choice?

· Yes sir – Yes ma’am!
· You might say, “Why doesn’t God just choose for us?”
· Answer: LOVE
· Love gives us a choice
· Love and affection that is demanded – isn’t really love! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



2. Our decisions influence the destiny of others.


Jonah gets in the wrong boat…
Storm hits…
And there are others on the boat…

· Jonah 1:5-16 –5Fearing for their lives, the desperate sailors shouted to their gods for help and threw the cargo overboard to lighten the ship. But all this time Jonah was sound asleep down in the hold. 6So the captain went down after him. “How can you sleep at a time like this?” he shouted. “Get up and pray to your god! Maybe he will pay attention to us and spare our lives.” 7Then the crew cast lots to see which of them had offended the gods and caused the terrible storm. When they did this, the lots identified Jonah as the culprit. 8“Why has this awful storm come down on us?” they demanded. “Who are you? What is your line of work? What country are you from? What is your nationality?” 9Jonah answered, “I am a Hebrew, and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the land.” 10The sailors were terrified when they heard this, for he had already told them he was running away from the LORD. “Oh, why did you do it?” they groaned. 11And since the storm was getting worse all the time, they asked him, “What should we do to you to stop this storm?” 12“Throw me into the sea,” Jonah said, “and it will become calm again. I know that this terrible storm is all my fault.” 13Instead, the sailors rowed even harder to get the ship to the land. But the stormy sea was too violent for them, and they couldn’t make it. 14Then they cried out to the LORD, Jonah’s God. “O LORD,” they pleaded, “don’t make us die for this man’s sin. And don’t hold us responsible for his death. O LORD, you have sent this storm upon him for your own good reasons.” 15Then the sailors picked Jonah up and threw him into the raging sea, and the storm stopped at once! 16The sailors were awestruck by the LORD’s great power, and they offered him a sacrifice and vowed to serve him.”


Jonah’s disobedience put these men’s lives in danger!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Your boat has other people in it too…so consider the other people in your boat. 

· Consider your marriage.
· Will your decision draw you closer together?
· Or could it tear you apart?

· Consider your children.
· How will you decision to follow Christ affect them?
· How will decision to disobey affect them?

· Consider your influence and respect from your friends who don’t know Jesus.
· Will your decision lead them CLOSER to Christ?
· Or further away?

· Choose to get into Jesus’ boat and not your own. 

· Because not only does your life depend on it.
· But the lives of those around you depend on it as well.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





3. Getting in Jesus’ boat is always BETTER; and sometimes makes life EASIER.


Show Map of Jonah’s Journey.



Jonah chose wrong boat to Tarshish…


· Wrong boat…
· Led down a long road.
· Led to a storm.
· Led to fear
· Led to chaos
· Led to unfulfillment
· Lack of purpose
· A sinking ship!
· Being useless to God
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




· Later in the story – Jonah gets swallowed by a whale.
· Spit out…

And then…Jonah gets in the right boat…and goes to Nineveh.  

· Right boat led to…
· Peaceful boat ride

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Jonah 3:1-5a - 1Then the LORD spoke to Jonah a second time: 2“Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh, and deliver the message I have given you.” 3This time Jonah obeyed the LORD’s command and went to Nineveh, a city so large that it took three days to see it all. 4On the day Jonah entered the city, he shouted to the crowds: “Forty days from now Nineveh will be destroyed!” 5The people of Nineveh believed God’s message… 10When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to their evil ways, he changed his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened.”




· Jonah tells the people of Nineveh to repent and they do!
· God spares their lives!
· Jonah is used by God.


Not a storm to be found anywhere! 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· Proverbs 3:5-6 - 5Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”




This verse tells us that…

· When we trust God
· Lean not on our understanding.
· Live for Him in all we do.
· HE WILL MAKE OUR PATHS STRAIGHT.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· Storm free?
· NO

· Fewer Storms?
· SOMETIMES

· A STRAIGHTER, MORE BLESSED LIFE?
· MOST DEFINITELY! 

· AND HE PROMISES HE WILL BE WITH US IN THE STORMS! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Please hear this…

· Jesus’s boat is ALWAYS the right choice.

· There has never been a time where I said, “Disobeying God was better.”
· “I really got ahead doing things my way.”
· “I felt free and full of joy when I didn’t do what God wanted me to do.”

· I’ve never been true and never will be true!
-----------------------------------------------------------------

· It’s the opposite… when I choose my boat…
· “I hate life.”
· “I hate the storm I’ve caused.”
· “I become bitter, hateful, and discontent.”
· “I’m miserable!”

It’s only when we allow Jesus to show us which boat He’s in and get in His boat – that we can save ourselves from some of meaningless storms in my life! 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


EX - Story – of the guy on the plane that was running from the Lord – met two evangelists on the plane.
To which she replied – “How long you been running from the Lord.”

· Relationship is sinking cause it’s not God’s best.
· Job is miserable because God has called you to being doing something else.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Closing: 

Whose boat are you in?

Are you in your boat?
· Boat of sin?
· Boat of worldly pleasures?
· Boat of complacency?
· Boat of rebellion?
· Boat of disobedience?


Or Are you in Jesus boat?

· Boat of His perfect Will?
· Boat that will never sink?
· Boat that sails true and strong?

· Jesus Boat is always the right boat! 

Bow heads:

Willing to admit…

I’ve been in the wrong boat?
I’m in the wrong boat now?

· Prayer of Repentance

Prayer of salvation
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