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The best evidence indicates that Mark’s Gospel originally ended with verse eight.
1. Textual criticism is the science of comparing manuscript copies to determine the content of the original autographs.
Section 2 — THE HOLY SCRIPTURES:
We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the verbally inspired Word of God, the final authority for faith and life, inerrant in the original writings, infallible and God-breathed (2 Tim. 3:16,17; 2 Pet. 1:21; Matt. 5:18; Jn. 16:12,13). 

A. The Textus Receptus was the basis for the KJV but came only from a limited selection of manuscripts (dated 900-1100 A.D) made by Erasmus in the 1500’s A.D. (https://www.gotquestions.org/verbal-plenary-preservation.html)

B. The Majority Text counts the number of manuscript variations and the most frequent “wins.”

C. The Critical/Eclectic theory examines and compares the widest possible variety of manuscripts to determine from external and internal evidence the most likely original wording.
1) External: number of copies, region, dates
2) Internal: what might have caused variation, what reading explains the others, harmonizes best w/other Scripture.
The Holy Bible has the best manuscript attestation of all ancient literature by light years.
A. Secular Witnesses:
1) History of the Peloponnesian War by Thucydides: 109 copies, 1400 years
2) Tragedies by Sophocles: 193, 1500 years
3) Gallic Wars by Caesar: 251 copies, 1100 years 
4) The Iliad by Homer: 1747 (643) copies, 400 years (fragments)

B. Biblical Witnesses:
1) Greek NT: 5795, 25-50 years
2) Translations (inc. Latin, Ethiopic): 25,000
3) Church father citations: 32,000
1. The external evidence predominately points away from these verses being original.
A. The earliest and best manuscripts do not contain 16:9-20. (Codices Sinaiticus & Vaticanus plus various manuscript translations)
B. A number of other copies have marginal notes stating that older copies do not have these verses.
C. Others have asterisks or other markings indicating the copyists understood them to be spurious.
D. Church Fathers (Eusebius 3rd century, Jerome 4th) specifically state almost all Greek manuscripts available to them omitted these verses.
E. While a few others (Irenaeus, Tatian) seem familiar with them, Clement of Alexandria, Origen and Cyprian seem unaware of them.

The internal evidence also strongly suggests these verses are not original.
A. The transition is abrupt and grammatically incorrect.
B. Mary Magdalene is introduced as though for the first time. (7 demons)
C. Peter is singled out in verse 7 but not mentioned again.
D. Another clearly spurious transitional “shorter ending” is present in some manuscripts.

Then they quickly reported all these instructions to those around Peter. After this, Jesus himself also sent out through them from east to west the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation. Amen.

E. The vocabulary and style in this section is different than the rest of Mark. (i.e. the Lord Jesus is used only here)
F. The content of this section and the expressions used are unique to the Gospels.

Most scholars believe Mark 16:9-20 were a “gloss” (a scribal addition) added some time in the second century.
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” (John 20:1-2)

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. (Luke 24:9-11)

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him. (Luke 24:13-16)

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. (Luke 24:33-35)

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence.
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:36-49)

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:24-29)

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. (John 3:18)

Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, “This man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, the goddess Justice has not allowed him to live.” But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead; but after waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and said he was a god. (Acts 28:3-6)

Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses. (1 Timothy 5:23)

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. (Luke 24:50-53)

Ending at verse eight does not leave Mark’s Gospel incomplete.
The fact that we believe Mark 16:9-20 was not part of the original should give us greater confidence in the accuracy of the Bible, not less.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
