Grace 4

Intro
· Open Bibles to Romans 12:3-8
· I’m currently teaching a series on the topic of Grace

· So far we’ve looked at key texts on the topic:
· Ephesians 2:8-9
· 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9 not by works, so that no one can boast
· Romans 5:20
· “The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more…” 
· What the Amplified Bible calls super-abounding grace
· Romans 6:14
· For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.
· We are new creations in Christ
· God didn’t come to make bad people good but to make spiritual dead people fully alive.
· This morning we’re going to take a look at Grace and the Redemptive Gifts from Romans 12
· But first let me share a few insights from our Island wide 40 Days of prayer and fasting

· 40 Days
· From the beginning of the year and at each 40 Day’s gathering the Lord has given me nuggets of revelation
· For Charlottetown Vineyard in 2015
· Change - hold loosely
· At our Summerside Gathering
· Redeem, restore, reconcile
· At Community Worship Centre
· The cost of the new wine is the old wineskin
· At Island Wesleyan Church
· We’ve invited God’s presence and he has said yes
· He’s not coming to maintain the Status quo
· At Faith Works Centre
· 7 Years to the Day
· It’s a New Day, It’s the 8th Day, 
· it’s a New Beginning
· Please be encouraged and have faith for your personal spiritual journey ahead
· Have faith in God’s plans and purpose for PEI
· OK, on to today’s message

· Read and pray: Romans 12:3-8
· 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.
· In his letter to the church, in Romans 12, Paul speaks to us:
· By the grace gives to him (verse 3)
· And about the grace given to us (verse 6)
· In verses 4-5 he uses the language of the body
· 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 
· Paul expands on this body analogy when referring to the gifts of the Spirit in another of his letters
· From1 Corinthians 12:12-27
·  Concerning Unity and Diversity in the Body of Christ, Paul writes:
12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body - whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free - and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.
15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 
· There is so much to speak on in this rich text but for today let me focus in on just a couple of points
· Verse 12: Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 
· Feet, hands, eyes, ears, nose…
· Different parts
· Different functions
· All one body
· Verse 18: But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 
· Each part designed and set in place by God
· Verses 26 – 27: If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 
· We celebrate together
· We share our sufferings together
· When a runner crosses the finish line the whole body wins the prize… 
· Not just the legs
· When a singer wins an award, the whole body wins the prize…
· Not just the mouth
· When you stub your toe, the whole body reacts to the pain… right?

· Scripture makes it perfectly clear
· We, The Church, are the body of Christ
· Capital “C”
· This local church and the Whole Church Universal
· The “members” of the church are the “members” of His body
· And just as physical body parts have unique abilities
· Spiritual body parts have unique gifts
· And these gifts are given by God’s grace.
· Back to my main test, Romans 12

· Romans 12:6a
· 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.
· The Greek word here for grace is charis
· Meaning: Grace, good will, loving-kindness and favor
· In verses 6b-8 Paul lists some of these God given grace gifts.
· I’ll get to those in a minute

Gift Lists
· Charismatic or Spiritual Gifts in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10
· Wisdom, Knowledge, Discernment, Faith, Healing and Miracles, Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues and Prophecy.
· In verse 28 Saint Paul adds:
· “And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues.”
· Ministry or Office Gifts in Ephesians 4:11
· Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor and Teacher.
· Motivational or Redemptive Gifts in Romans 12:6-8
· These are from today’s text:
· Prophet, Servant, Teacher, Encourager, Giver, Ruler & Mercy
· As you can see there is significant overlapping on these lists.
· Let me define the 7 Redemptive Gifts listed in today’s text
· And then connect them back to our topic of Grace

Define the 7 Redemptive Gifts from Strong’s Concordance
· Prophet: Foretelling, Divinely inspirited speech
· Servant: A server; attendant, help meet other’s needs
· Teacher: To teacher or master, to give instruction
· Encourager: To call near, to comfort, to encourage and strengthen. 
· Also a name of the Holy Spirit
· Giver: To give over, to impart
· Ruler: To preside over, to superintend, to protector, a guardian
· Mercy: To help the afflicted, heartfelt compassion

Traits of people with the 7 Redemptive Gifts 
· OK, this next part can be fun
· My research has discovered the following traits for each of the 7 Redemptive Gifts 
· This may help you better recognize your gifts
· Or the gifts of others

Prophet
· Often sees the world as “black and white”
· It’s right or wrong
· In or out
· They’re highly principled
· Highly concerned with justice and injustice
· But can struggle extending mercy or grace to others
· Knows the “mind” of God 
· Needs to press in intentionally to have the heart of God
· Strong intuitive senses and strong faith
· Does not a have a difficult problem with confrontation
· Actually, they might even enjoy it
· Highly competitive, fire in their belly
· Visionary who see “farther” than others
· Dislikes being bound and restricted
· They have a passion for excellence
· Needs a destination, a focus or a vision for a project or task
· Downside of the Prophet
· Can become judgmental
· Can have strong vacillating emotions
· Hard on himself when he fails
· Hard on others when they fail
· Task orientated not people orientated
· They need to work harder on developing and maintaining relationships

Servant
· Loves to help people
· Sometimes to their own neglect and detriment
· Comes from the Greek root word “aid,” meaning “waiter”
· Is amiable and compliant
· An excellent team player
· Many times apologizes unnecessarily
· Does not think he is excellent
· Extremely loyal
· Especially to family
· Always working behind the scenes
· Does not want the limelight
· Sees needs quickly
· Acts quickly on them
· Consistent and steady in life
· Even-keeled
· Good work ethic
· Pure motives – assists others without expecting return
· God usually grants great authority, mainly because they don’t want it
· Downside the Servant
· Is easily taken advantage of
· The servant gifted person needs, but often fails to set firm boundaries
· Can be exploited by others
· Sometimes their strong desire to please can attract disrespect

Teacher
· Sees details that many overlook
· Strong responsibility towards others
· Broad base of understanding
· Specialist who is predisposed to writing and education
· Processes information slower than others
· Needs to validate truth - Loves research and accuracy
· Precise with facts 
· Deep family loyalty
· Downside of the Teacher
· Can be susceptible to a “religious spirit
· Because they love the truth they can resist new revelation
· For example: the Scribes and Pharisees 
· Can become legalistic

Exhorter
· Encourager, consoler, counselor, intercessor
· Always diligent and busy
· Easily crosses relational lines with different groups
· Bridge between people groups
· Welcomed by both sides
· From the root Greek word “paraklete”
· Which means “one who comes along side
· Often evangelistic by nature
· Quickly adapts to different situations
· Visionary who sees “wider” than others
· While the prophet sees what’s further head
· The exhorted sees what’s all around them
· They see all sides
· Can intuitively recognize those who need encouragement
· And knows how to give it effectively
· Excellent communicators because they are so highly relational
· The downside of the Exhorter
· Can be susceptible to taking on too much work
· Needs to allow others to own their problems
· Can go with feelings over principles
· It’s important for them to develop their character and integrity

Giver
· Liberal in their generosity, sometimes even extravagant 
· But not wasteful
· Has an innate ability to produce at a high level
· Non-confrontational
· Quite adaptable and flexible 
· Has diverse interests and involvements
· High nurturing ability
· Generational world view
· They can look back from where them came
· And forward to what the next generation needs
· High level of favor
· Consider Proverbs 18: 16
· “Your gift will make a way for you”
· Not just the gift you give
· And the gift you’ve been given by God
· Solution oriented
· Tends to be independent
· Resists absolutes by trying to keep many options open
· Sensitive to hidden agendas
· Downside of the Giver
· Can be susceptible to control
· For example, giving with strings attached
· Needs to learn how to entirely trust God
· Or can be vulnerable to greed

Ruler (or leader)
· Strong administrative abilities
· Extends resources further than most
· Implementer / Builder
· High level of excellence
· Loves pressure
· Solution oriented
· Rarely is stagnant – always moving and progressing
· Stand alone on principals
· Loyalty is extremely important to them
· Can draw the best out of the worst people
· Excellent with time management
· Can juggle many things simultaneously
· Downside of the Ruler
· Can be controlling
· Susceptible to lack of resources
· Because they have so many irons in the fire at the same time
· Can fall short in the nurturing department
· Can be an overly strict disciplinarian
· They tend to puts a lot pressure on the people around them.
· Especially their staff or teammates

Mercy
· Compassionate / benefactor
· Empathetic, sensitive - helps others embrace pain
· Well-liked, rarely has enemies
· A safe person for the wounded
· Discerns people well
· Can sense and attract the wounded and rejected
· Feeling-oriented
· Intuitive, intuitive, intuitive!
· Knows the “heart” of God
· Loves worship, enters God’s presence easily
· Loves beauty. 
· Works hard.
· Drawn to the prophet
· Needs intimacy and physical contact (touching, hugs, etc) because they are designed to help heal
· Dislikes confrontation very much
· The gift of Mercy is dramatically different than the six gifts. 
· The Mercy hears God with his/her heart while the others tend to hear God with their mind. 
· God uses the gift of Mercy to bring the spiritual climate into right alignment through the blessing of the presence of God on them
· When Unredeemed the Mercy
· Can become an enabler
· Can easily become exploited
· Needs to set firm boundaries

· Can you see yourself or others in any of those gift descriptions?


Gifts and Grace
· We are one body with a variety of gifts, talents and abilities given to us by God
· We need all those gifts functioning in the church
· As well as many other gifts listed in scripture
· And they’re all given to us by the grace of God
· Remember:
· Mercy: is not getting what we do deserve ( punishment or judgment)
· Grace is getting what we don’t deserve (blessings and favor)
· Whatever your gift talent or ability
· Whichever list you find it on
· It is God’s gift of grace to you
· He gives good gifts because he loves us and he delights to bless us
· It’s not because we’ve earned or deserved any of it
· It’s all grace!
· Like I’ve said so many times before:
· I don’t see visions because I’m good
· I see visions because God is good!
· I don’t see visions because I’m special
· I see visions because God is extraordinary!
· Whatever your spiritual gift
· It’s all grace
· It truly is a good gift from a loving Father to the object of his Divine affection
· His sons and daughters – YOU!

Monday Morning Take Away
· God is good
· He loves us
· He freely gives good gifts to his children by grace
· In Luke 11:11-13 Jesus said:
· “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
· And he gives these good gifts according to his grace
· Who wants some this grace today?
· Who wants good spiritual gifts from your loving heavenly Father?
· God told me that our hands needed to be free to catch what’s coming on the wind of His Spirit
· I feel the wind blowing this morning
· Who wants these gifts today?
· Who wants some of this grace?
· Come up and allow me to pray for you this morning.
· Let’s pray
