The Gospel of John 1:14

Introduction
· Open your bibles to John 1
· We’re at the front of a new series based on the Gospel of John
· Today we’ll take a look at John 1:14
· We’ll break it down and take a look at this one verse a bite at a time.
· Read and Pray John 1:1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God - 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.
· The profound significance of verse 14 demands it’s own sermon
· The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.


“The Word” – The Logos
· This Greek term Logos translated "Word" in verse 14 has an interesting history in Greek thought.
· In about 560 B.C. there lived a Greek philosopher named Heraclitus. (hair-a-kli-tus)
· He taught that the world was in a constant state of flux, everything was constantly changing.
· For example:
· If you stepped into the river and stepped out, then stepped back in, you would not be stepping in the same river that you stepped in a moment ago. 
· Because the current is constantly flowing.
· But this raises the philosophical question: 
· If things are in the state of constant change, then how can you avoid chaos? 
· His answer was the logos. The word or reason. 
· Heraclitus (hair-a-kli-tus) professed that “the logos” was the mind that kept order in the universe.
· He also taught that in our lives there is also a pattern.
· That nothing really occurred by happenstance
· That there was an order and pattern in all things. 
· This order and pattern he also called “the logos.”
· He taught that in each man there was a sense of what is right and wrong
· And that “the logos” was that which dictated to us that sense of right and wrong.
· Later on another Greek school of philosophical thought referred to as “The Stoics” were looking at the order in the Universe
· The fact that the stars were not colliding with each other
· The ebb and flow of the tides
· The seasons of the year
· That all this spoke of order which they called “the Word” or “The Logos”
· To Greeks this term Logos carried weighty significance
· John was writing his gospel to the Greeks. 
· He was living in the city of Ephesus
· The very same city in which Heraclitus (hair-a-kli-tus) lived some 600 years earlier.
· It’s obvious that John was writing to the Greeks
· You can see the evidence later on in this chapter
· Whenever he used a Hebrew word, he always translated it into Greek. 
· Verse 38, “Rabbi (which means teacher)”
· Verse 41, “Messiah (that is the Christ)”
· So, to the Greek 
· Who thought of the logos as that order behind the universe
· That which gives meaning to life
· That which tells us what is right and wrong. 
· He declares:
· In the beginning was the Logos, and the Logos was with God and the Logos was God.
· Interesting, no?

· The Bible opens with these words from Genesis 1:1
· “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…”
· The word “God” here, in Hebrew, is Elohim which is the plural form of the word El which is God, singular.
· How does a Jewish Rabbi's explain why a plural noun is used for God? 
· He would say that that the plural form can also indicate emphasis. 
· My opinion
· I think that from the very beginning God was giving us a hint of the Trinity by using the word Elohim instead of El.
· That circle of perfect unity and purest love shared by the Godhead – Father, Spirit and Son
· This interpretation would certainly be confirmed by John in chapter 1, verse 1 of the Gospel that bears his name:
· “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

· Down to Verse 14
· John carries this very same verbiage down to verse 14
· The Word (logos) became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
· This is John's most startling statement so far. 
· It would have amazed both Jew and Greek to hear that the Word became flesh.
· The Greeks had a generally low view of God. 
· To them the ancient Greek gods such as Zeus and Hermes (Her-mes) were really just super-men
· They were not considered equal to the order and reason of “the Logos”. 
· To these Greek thinkers John is saying
· "The Logos you know, the logos which made and ordered the universe – that Logos has became flesh."

· The Jews, on the other hand, had a generally prohibitive view of God
· The Jews had a hard time accepting that the great God revealed in the Old Testament could take on human form. 
· To these Jewish thinkers John is saying:
· "The Word of GOD became flesh."
· The Greek word used in John 1:1 for God is Theos 
· Meaning, According to Strong’s Concordance:
· The Godhead or the Trinity 
· God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit
· To the Jew John is saying the Logos of the Theos has become flesh.

“The Word became flesh…”
· Consider the profound implications of this statement
· What comparisons could we make for comprehension?
· What compares to the all powerful, all knowing infinite, creator of the universe limiting Himself to take on human form?
· Would you become an ant to cohabitate with a colony of ants?
· Even that fails in comparison
· And not because he pities the ants but because he loves them lavishly and extravagantly.
· To steal a line from “The Princess Bride”
· It’s inconceivable! 
· Understand this – Jesus lives in perfect harmony and in purest love with the Father and Spirit.
· From that utopia, that nirvana God becomes man.
· Of the incarnation, theologian Karl Barth says:
· “The nativity mystery “conceived from the Holy Spirit and born from the Virgin Mary”, means, that God became human, truly human out of his own grace. The miracle of the existence of Jesus, his “climbing down of God” is: Holy Spirit and Virgin Mary! Here is a human being, the Virgin Mary, and as he comes from God, Jesus comes also from this human being. Born of the Virgin Mary means a human origin for God. Jesus Christ is not only truly God, he is human like every one of us. He is human without limitation. He is not only similar to us, he is like us.” 
· Love is self-limiting for the sake of another
· True love always is
· We do this with our children
· And God does this with us
· Jesus is the greatest example of this selfless, self-limiting love
· Saint Augustine describes it best:
· “Man's maker was made man that He, Ruler of the stars, might nurse at His mother's breast; that The Bread might hunger, The Fountain thirst, The Light sleep, The Way be tired on its journey; that Truth might be accused of false witnesses, The Teacher be beaten with whips, The Foundation be suspended on wood; that Strength might grow weak; that the Healer might be wounded; That Life might die.” 
· We as human beings may not have the capacity required to grasp the profoundly significant implications of the incarnation.

“…and made his dwelling among us…”
· As if God becoming human wasn’t enough
· He didn’t live at some distance observing us from some mountain peak.
· He dwelled with his.
· The word here meaning to “fix one’s tabernacle” or “to pitch ones tent” and abide. To live with us.
· Why?
· This is such a great place to pause and ask the all important question – WHY?
· Why would God choose to dwell with us?
· One word answers the question…
· Relationship.
· Now God can have with humanity what he wanted from the beginning…
· What was lost in the garden
· Friendship. Real, honest friendship.
· Face to face friendship
· Jesus comes from perfect relationship with the Father and Spirit to establish relationship with us
· And then invite us into the relationship shared among the Trinity.
· Jesus makes this point crystal clear in John 17:20-26
· If you don’t believe me, believe Jesus in his own words
· After praying for his disciple Jesus prays for all of us… 
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - 23 I in them and you in me – so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.

25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”

· Can you see it?
· It’s all about relationship my friends!
· Jesus himself bridges the gap and is himself The Door into that relationship
· Theologian C. Baxter Kruger explains it this way
· Jesus’ life on earth was the living out of his eternal relationship with his Father and with the Holy Spirit as a human being in our midst, in our space-time world. It was not simply God – an amorphous, monolithic abstraction – who became human, but God, the eternal Son of the Father. And he did not leave his relationship with the Father or the Holy Spirit behind when he became flesh. The Incarnation is the coming of the Trinitarian life. In Jesus, Papa says, “we became fully human”. “Even though we have always been present in this created universe, we now became flesh and blood”. The triune life of God is now no longer only divine. It is divine and human. 
· From “The Shack Revisited” pages 132-133 he says:


“We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father…”
· Like John the Baptist was a witness and a testifier
· John the Gospel writer, the very close friend of Jesus is also an eyewitness.
· An eyewitness to the “glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father”
· The Message says it this way:
· The Word became flesh and blood,
    and moved into the neighborhood.
We saw the glory with our own eyes,
    the one-of-a-kind glory,
    like Father, like Son,
Generous inside and out,
    true from start to finish.
· I like that
· The Greek word used here for glory is a powerful word:
· Doxa (dock-sa) meaning:
· Majesty, splendor, brightness, magnificence, excellence, preeminence, dignity and grace!
· In the most powerful of terms John the Gospel writer is saying that he was an eyewitness to the awesomeness of God incarnate.
· He saw the Glory
· A term reserved for God alone
· Especially coming from the pen of a Jew
· the one-of-a-kind glory,
    like Father, like Son,
· John is stating that the one and same glory attributed to Father God is also on the incarnate God the Son.
· John’s saying
· We’re not getting God-lite
· Or some junior version of God
· Or a slice of God
· Or some lesser expression of Elohim
· In other words
· Make no mistake; we have seen the magnificence, the excellence, the preeminence, the majesty of the one and true God in His son Jesus Christ.


“…full of grace and truth.”
· A little further down in John 1:17 we’re reminded that 
· “The law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”
· This is really good news. 
· God could have chosen to become flesh as a judge and executioner. 
· And all of us would be found guilty before him and be sentenced to everlasting punishment. 
· But he did not become flesh that way. 
· The Word, the Son, who is God, became flesh to reveal a divine glory that is “full of grace and truth.” 
· The Word of God became flesh to be gracious to us. 
· Now that’s good news
· And that’s the truth
· It is a truth that sets us free
· In John 8:32 Jesus tells us:  
· “…you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
· And in John 14:6 Jesus declares that he is that truth:
· “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
· I hope I’m making this clear
· We’re no longer under the law
· Our life of faith in no longer one of religious rules and regulations
· Like the Jewish people had under the law given to Moses
· It’s a new day with a new way
· The new has come and the old has passed away
· There is a new covenant between God and humanity
· And it’s relational
· Everything Jesus said, everything Jesus did, including his coming screams of relationship.
· Let’s not go back to a system of religious rules and regulations
· Let’s not return to the traditions of men
· Instead let us fully embrace relationship with Jesus, this God made man full of grace and truth.
· Let me end with this powerful admonition from Saint Paul from Galatians 5:1
· “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”

Let’s Pray
· Ministry Time
· Who has need of prayer today?
