Live Love 5 – The Objects of Our Affections
I. Intro

1. Open Bibles to Mark 12:28-34
2. Live Love Series

A. Live Love 1

a. 1 Cor 13

b. What Does it Mean to Live Love

c. How Do we Do it

B. Live Love 2

a. Two Paradigms looking at John 15 Vine & Branches text

i. Fruitfulness or Relationship
· remaining/abiding
b. Connection between Love & freedom
i. The most loving act of all time was also the most liberating

ii. It’s difficult if not impossible to Live Love without Freedom

3. Live Love 3 – Forgiveness

A. Took a look at Jesus’ parable of the unmerciful servant in Matthew 18
a. Harboring unforgiveness in our heart is one of the most dangerous things a Christian can do

B. What Forgiveness isn’t
C. What Forgiveness is
a. Forgiveness is where LIVING LOVE becomes real

i. Homework

· Forgive and ask forgiveness

· George Herbert (Welsh poet & priest 1600’s)

· “He who can not forgive breaks the bridge over which he himself must pass.”

· That’s a word for us, a clear word

· Unforgiveness will break this church

4. Live Love 4 – The Dimension of Love
A. Jesus’ love is wide enough
a.  – to include you
B. Jesus’ love is long enough
a.  – to over your past, present & future
C. Jesus’ love is high enough
a.  – it always hopes, trusts, perseveres & protects, it never fails!
D. Jesus’ love is deep enough
a.  – It’s inseparable, inescapable and extravagant!
i. Ended with that powerful Kim Walker song “How He Loves Us”

5. Today: Live Love 5 – The Objects of Our Affections
A. God
B. Neighbor
6. Read & Pray: Mark 12: 28-34
28One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?"

 29"The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.[a] 30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'[b] 31The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'[c]There is no commandment greater than these."
 32"Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices."

 34When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.

A. Practical truths to Living Love in these verses, let’s look at them more closely
II. Love God with All
1. Translations

A. NIV & NASB: 

a. Heart, Soul, Mind & Strength

B. Message: 

a. The Lord your God is one; so love the Lord God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence and energy.
C. Amplified: 

a. And you shall love the Lord your God [a]out of and with your whole heart and out of and with all your soul (your [b]life) and out of and with all your mind (with [c]your faculty of thought and your moral understanding) and out of and with all your strength.
2. Definitions: Strong’s Concordance

A. All: holos

a. Whole or completely

B. Heart: kardia 

a. “the seat of the sensibilities, affections, emotions, desires, appetites, passions”
C. Soul: psyche  (sue-kay) 
a. “The breathe of life, that in which there is life”

D. Mind: dianoia
a. Understanding, thoughts, way of thinking

E. Strength: ischys (e-skhus)
a. Ability, force, might

3. Application – in Tom-Speak
A. Heart: With Complete Passion
B. Soul: With Your Whole Life
C. Mind: All Your Ways of Thinking
D. Strength: Mightily & Forcefully
4. Biblical Example: King David

A. 2 Samuel 6:23

12 Now King David was told, "The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God." So David went down and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. 13 When those who were carrying the ark of the LORD had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. 14 David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before the LORD with all his might, 15 while he and the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouts and the sound of trumpets.

 16 As the ark of the LORD was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she despised him in her heart.

 17 They brought the ark of the LORD and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings [f] before the LORD. 18 After he had finished sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD Almighty. 19 Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each person in the whole crowd of Israelites, both men and women. And all the people went to their homes.

 20 When David returned home to bless his household, Michal daughter of Saul came out to meet him and said, "How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today, disrobing in the sight of the slave girls of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!"

 21 David said to Michal, "It was before the LORD, who chose me rather than your father or anyone from his house when he appointed me ruler over the LORD's people Israel—I will celebrate before the LORD. 22 I will become even more undignified than this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes. But by these slave girls you spoke of, I will be held in honor."

 23 And Michal daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death.

B. I LOVE David!
a. This is LIVING LOVE for God with ALL heart, soul, mind & strength

b. This is praise and worship in it’s highest form

i. Undignified!

ii. May God make us just so undignified

c. Note the high price of mocking this undignified worship - barreness

III. Love Neighbor as Self

1. Who is your neighbor?

A. Lost, Saved, Both?

a. Well, who lives next door?

b. Both

2. Just how do we love ourselves?

A. Practical ways

a. Clothes ourselves
b. Shelter ourselves
c. Feed ourselves
B. That’s how we love our neighbors too, in tangible and practical ways
a. 1 john 3:16-18

b. 16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 17If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.
C. More than lips service

a. Actions – doing something, indicated work
b. Truth – in reality, in fact, not theoretically
3. Biblical Example: The Good Samaritan

A. Luke 10:25-37
25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"

 26"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"
 27He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'[c]; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'[d]"

 28"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."

 29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

 30In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins[e] and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'

 36"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"

 37The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." 
      Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."
B. Note, The Samaritans we’re the enemies of the Jews

IV. Closing

1. Living Love is…

A. Real, passionate, practical, sweaty

a. What I love about Burning Man

i. 20,000 bottles of water in the desert

· And it’s sweaty (
b. What I love about Band of Brothers

i. “Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends”

B. Doable – we can all do this

a. We just need to lay down being dignified & religious

C. People if we can LIVE LOVE

a. We will be unstoppable!

b. Nothing will be impossible to us

c. If we can LIVE LOVE by

i. Loving God & One another with ALL our HEARTS SOULS MINDS & STRENGTH

· This will be the safest place on earth

· This will be the freest place on earth

· This will be the most creative place on earth

· And this will be the most POWER FILLED place on earth

· People Follow me and let’s LIVE LOVE!

2. Let’s pray.

A. Happy Father’s Day men!

