Galatians 2:1-10

Intro
· Open Bibles to Galatians 2
· Here in chapter two we’ll see that Paul continues his response against the false accusations and criticism of these trouble making Jewish Christians.
· Paul refers to them as “false believers” in verse 4
· Paul Has been accused of:
· Preaching a false and incomplete gospel
· That adherence to Jewish laws and customs were required for salvation
· The addition of law to grace
· That he was a people pleaser
· Only telling people what they want to hear
· That Paul didn’t receive this gospel of grace from God, but from men
· Namely the apostles
· So far Paul has vehemently rebutted these false accusations
· He passionately rejects the claim that there is any need to retain adherence to the Jewish laws and customs with his opening statement in Galatians 1:6-7
· “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel - which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.”
· The tone of this letter makes it abundantly clear that Paul is anything but a people pleaser
· Galatians 1:9-10 for example
· As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse! Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.
· And as far as receiving this gospel of grace form the other apostles… 1 Galatians 11-12
· I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ…
· And continues on in Galatian 1:18-20
· Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days. I saw none of the other apostles - only James, the Lord’s brother. I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no lie.
· Paul was following Christ for three years before he ever met one of the Apostles
· And so his rebuttal continues in chapter two

Galatians 2:1
· Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus along also.
· I just read to you from Galatians 1:18-19 how Paul made trip to Jerusalem three years after his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus
· And here he is describing a second trip some 14 years later
· Paul had two traveling companions on this trip
· Barnabas meaning “son of rest”
· Who was well respected among the leadership in Jerusalem according to Acts 4:36-37 and Acts 11:22
· And Titus, a Gentile believer who accompanied Paul on some of his missionary journeys
· His name means nurse, perhaps that was his trade

· After 17 years Paul is only now having a real “sit down” with the apostolic leaders of the first century church.
· Clearly, they have not had undue influence over Paul
· It’s possible that up until this second meeting that the apostles weren’t fully aware of all that Paul was teaching… 
· As well see in the next verse 

Galatians 2:2
· I went in response to a revelation and, meeting privately with those esteemed as leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I was not running and had not been running my race in vain.
· “I went in response to a revelation”
· Allow me a brief rabbit trail from the main context of this passage
· Paul, the primary author of the new testament 
· The man who was dramatically saved on the road to Damascus
· A man who experienced one of the greatest philosophical paradigm shifts of all time
· Continues to be guided and directed by revelations from the Holy Spirit
· Paul makes this second trip to Jerusalem…
· 14 years after the first trip
· Because of revelation
· Some way, some how, God communicated and Paul responded
· Revelation played a profound role in Paul’s conversion
· And it continues to play a role in how Paul lives out his faith
· The very same is of true of Jesus
· In John 5:19 Jesus said
· “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
· How much more so us?
· If Jesus and Paul needed revelation at work in there lives, how much more do we?

· I believe that this is in part the reason why Paul prayed for the Ephesians as he did
· Ephesians 1:15-19a
· For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.
· Oh God, give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation
· Enlighten the eyes of our hearts
· That we too may know…
· You
· The hope you’ve called us to
· The riches of your glorious inheritance
· And your incomparable great power
· Amen!
· Rabbit trail over
· Back to verse 2

· I went in response to a revelation and, meeting privately with those esteemed as leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I was not running and had not been running my race in vain.
· Take note:
· Paul wasn’t summoned by the Apostles to account for this gospel of grace
· He wasn’t even invited by the apostles
· God sent him
· And he is obeying God
· Here it is some 17 years later and only now is Paul presenting 
the gospel of grace to those esteemed as leaders
· The apostles
· Only now was he wanting to be sure that he had not been mistaken
· And that his message was not in vain
· And of course, it was not

Galatians 2:3-5
· Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. This matter arose because some false believers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.
· Here we see that the matter of circumcision was raised
· At some point the implication is that Titus was pressured to be circumcised by these “false believers”
· To prove to them that he was a real Christian in their eyes
· Why was circumcision such a big deal?
· Because it was foundational to Judaism
· It was THE sign that the Hebrews were set apart to God
· Why? Because circumcision…
· Was the sign of initiation into the Jewish faith and the Mosaic covenant.  
· If a Gentile man wanted to become a Jew
· He would have to be circumcised as an adult.  
· And obviously, these Jewish Christians where having a very difficult time letting go of this religious and cultural identifier
· Jewish men were circumcised as babies.  
· Since all Jewish men were circumcised, and most all Gentile men were not, 
· Circumcision was an easy way to refer to:
· "those part of the covenant" and to 
· "those outside of the covenant of Moses."
· These rules no longer apply under the new covenant
· And the Jewish believers are having trouble with the transition
· A whole lot of trouble
· So much so that in verse 4 Paul refers to them as:
· False believers
· Infiltrators
· And spies
· Not exactly “people pleasing” language
· How much do you want to bet that they saw themselves as true believes, not false believers?
· The problem with deception is that you don’t know you’re deceived.

· And in verse 5 he boldly states that they…
·  did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.
· Paul was steadfast
· As was Titus
· Some might say they were stubborn
· I tell Nadine that I’m not stubborn, I’m single-minded
· She says, no, you’re stubborn!

· Concerning the gospel of grace Martin Luther expressed a similar steadfastness
· "Wherefore, God assisting me, my forehead shall be more hard than all men's foreheads.  Here I take upon me this title … "I give place to none." Yea, I am glad even with all my heart, in this point to seem rebellious and obstinate.  And here I confess that I am and ever will be stout and stern, and will not give one place to any creature."

Galatians 2:6 Paul continues his defense
· As for those who were held in high esteem - whatever they were makes no difference to me; God does not show favoritism - they added nothing to my message.
· Here Paul is stating that after their meeting
· After he had presented the gospel of grace to the apostles
· They added nothing to his message
· Specifically, not Hebrews laws and customs
· And certainly, not circumcision

· In Acts 10 Peter, directed by a vision and invited by a man who had a vision to invite him… speaks to a group of Gentiles
· And as Peter is speaking the Holy Spirit falls on the entire group.
· Acts 10:44-46 tells of the event:
· While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.
· All good, right?
· Nope.
· Just a few verses later in Acts 11:1-3
· The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.”
· God is messing with the circumcised believer’s God box
· Just blowin’ it up!
· This remained an issue until the Council at Jerusalem in Acts 15
· There the decision was made NOT to require circumcision of Gentile believers 
· Read Acts 15 on your own for the rest of the story
· Back to Galatians 2:6

· So, even though Paul met with influential and "famous" Christians a few times…
· They did not give him the gospel he preached.  
· Paul could say: 
· “Those who seemed to be something added nothing to me.” 
· The leaders in Jerusalem added nothing to the gospel Paul preached or the apostolic authority he possessed

Galatians 2:7-8
· On the contrary, they recognized that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised. For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the Gentiles.
· On the contrary
· Not only did they NOT correct or add to his message of grace
· They recognized and acknowledged that God had entrusted to him the responsibility of preaching the gospel of grace to the gentiles
· To the uncircumcised
· That the same God who sent Peter as an Apostle to the Jews
· Sent Paul as an apostle to the Gentiles 
· Same God
· Same message
· Same truth
· Different harvest fields

Galatians 2:9-10
· James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I had been eager to do all along.
· For a third time in these first 9 verses of Galatians 2 Paul uses the language of honor when referring to the Apostles
· “those esteemed as leaders” in verse 2
· “those who were held in high esteem” in verse 6
· “those esteemed as pillars” here in verse 9
· Esteemed means “those of reputation”
· Leaders
· High esteem
· Pillars
· All the language of respect and honor

· These well-respected pillars of the faith; The Apostles James, Peter and John welcomed Paul and Barnabas
· They are given “The right hand of fellowship”
· So very different from the left foot of fellowship I have experienced from time to time.
· The right hand of koinonia
· Or in other words…
· The honor of friendship and community
· Not only that, they also recognized what God had done in Paul and had entrusted to him
· Here Paul calls it “the grace given to me”
· 17 years after Paul’s dramatic encounter on the road to Damascus
· The apostles recognize, approve, welcome and add nothing to…
· The work of God in Paul’s life
· They approved Paul's ministry…
· Knowing that Paul did not require the Gentiles to come under the Mosaic Law to find favor with God.
· There was agreement among them
· That Paul should continue his ministry to the gentiles
· And they to the Jews
· And that’s what happened
· Paul's main ministry was to Gentiles…
· And Peter's main ministry was to Jews. 
· Though from time to time each did minister to the other groups.
· As we saw with Peter in Acts 10
· And that whole encounter in Acts 10 was to prepare the way the decisions of the council at Jerusalem in Acts 15
· That adherence to the mosaic law was NOT a prerequisite to salvation
· There would be NO law added to grace
· They asked only one thing of Paul
· Remember the poor
· A concern that was already near and dear to his heart

Application
· OK gang, what does all this mean for us here on PEI in 2017?
· There is contention within Christianity to this very day over the subject of grace
· And very the same attacks launched against Paul by these false believers
· Are being hurled against todays proponents of grace
· The are people pleasers
· Their message is incomplete
· They are not speaking a God ordained message
· To this day, many in the church, want to add a contemporary version of law to grace
· Usual good things – not evil
· But none required for salvation, for example:
· Tithing
· Church attendance
· Membership
· Participation in church programs
· Vows to do this or not do that
· There’s a strong emphasis on:
· Holiness, righteousness, and sanctification
· Again, not bad things…
· But for many, their God looks like an angry judge 
· One who is more than eager to punish the rule breakers
· At least that’s how he is portrayed by them
· I see things differently

· I’m here to say that I agree with Saint Paul
· I am a grace guy
· I believe that God is good
· That he loves us
· We are NOT sinners in the hands of an angry God
· But sons and daughters in the hands of a most loving Father
· I believe that the good news of the gospel is just that good news
· And I will steadfast stand against the adding of law to grace in this day
· Even as Paul did in his
· Even, when it’s with seemingly good things
· [bookmark: _GoBack]I hope you will stand with me

Let’s Pray
· Oh God, may we know the truth and may the truth set us free

Ministry Time
· Words of Knowledge

