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Our nation has literally made an idol of liberty. 

 
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the 

will of my Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 7:21) 

 

The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things 

taught by demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with 

a hot iron. (1 Timothy 4:1-2) 

 

Prevaricate: to speak falsely or misleadingly; deliberately misstate or create an incorrect impression; lie.  

 

I. The taking of innocent life is sin in God’s eyes. (v. 37-39)  

“You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13) 

The wicked band together against the righteous and condemn the innocent to death. (Psalms 94:21) 

Their deeds are evil deeds, 

    and acts of violence are in their hands. 

Their feet rush into sin; 

    they are swift to shed innocent blood. 

They pursue evil schemes; 

    acts of violence mark their ways. 

The way of peace they do not know; 

    there is no justice in their paths. 

They have turned them into crooked roads; 

    no one who walks along them will know peace. 

So justice is far from us, 

    and righteousness does not reach us. 

We look for light, but all is darkness; 

    for brightness, but we walk in deep shadows. (Isaiah 59:6b-9) 

 

Are you not a brood of rebels, 

    the offspring of liars? 

You burn with lust among the oaks 

    and under every spreading tree; 

you sacrifice your children in the ravines 

    and under the overhanging crags. (Isaiah 57:4b-5) 

 

 “‘And you took your sons and daughters whom you bore to me and sacrificed them as food to the idols. Was 

your prostitution not enough? You slaughtered my children and sacrificed them to the idols. (Ezekiel 16:20-21) 

 

II. God judges and disciplines nations for such sins. (v. 40-42)  



 

There are six things the LORD hates, 

    seven that are detestable to him: 
 
        haughty eyes, 

        a lying tongue, 

        hands that shed innocent blood, 
 
        a heart that devises wicked schemes, 

        feet that are quick to rush into evil, 

        a false witness who pours out lies 

        and a person who stirs up conflict in the community. (Proverbs 6:16-19) 

 

“Say to the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing in Israel who sacrifices any of his children to 

Molek is to be put to death. The members of the community are to stone him. I myself will set my face against 

him and will cut him off from his people; for by sacrificing his children to Molek, he has defiled my sanctuary 

and profaned my holy name. If the members of the community close their eyes when that man sacrifices one of 

his children to Molek and if they fail to put him to death, I myself will set my face against him and his family 

and will cut them off from their people together with all who follow him in prostituting themselves to Molek. 

(Leviticus 20:2-5) 

 

The LORD your God will cut off before you the nations you are about to invade and dispossess. But when you 

have driven them out and settled in their land, and after they have been destroyed before you, be careful not to 

be ensnared by inquiring about their gods, saying, “How do these nations serve their gods? We will do the 

same.” You must not worship the LORD your God in their way, because in worshiping their gods, they do all 

kinds of detestable things the LORD hates. They even burn their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to 

their gods. (Deuteronomy 12:29-31) 

 

When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the 

nations there. Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who practices 

divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or 

who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD; because of these same 

detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out those nations before you. (Deuteronomy 18:9-12) 

 

Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. Unlike David his 

father, he did not do what was right in the eyes of the LORD his God. He followed the ways of the kings of Israel 

and even sacrificed his son in the fire, engaging in the detestable practices of the nations the LORD had driven 

out before the Israelites. (2 Kings 16:2-3) 

 

[King Manasseh] sacrificed his children in the fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, practiced divination and 

witchcraft, sought omens, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the LORD, 

arousing his anger. (2 Chronicles 33:6) 

 

‘Hear the word of the LORD, you kings of Judah and people of Jerusalem. This is what the LORD Almighty, the 

God of Israel, says: Listen! I am going to bring a disaster on this place that will make the ears of everyone who 

hears of it tingle. For they have forsaken me and made this a place of foreign gods; they have burned incense in 

it to gods that neither they nor their ancestors nor the kings of Judah ever knew, and they have filled this place 

with the blood of the innocent. 
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They have built the high places of Baal to burn their children in the fire as 

offerings to Baal—something I did not command or mention, nor did it enter my mind. So beware, the days are 

coming, declares the LORD, when people will no longer call this place Topheth or the Valley of Ben Hinnom, 

but the Valley of Slaughter. ‘In this place I will ruin the plans of Judah and Jerusalem. I will make them fall by 

the sword before their enemies, at the hands of those who want to kill them, and I will give their carcasses as 



 

food to the birds and the wild animals. I will devastate this city and make it an object of horror and scorn; all 

who pass by will be appalled and will scoff because of all its wounds. (Jeremiah 19:3-8) 

 

III. Yet God is merciful and does not punish as fully as we deserve. (v. 43-46)  

When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come on you and you take them to heart wherever the 

LORD your God disperses you among the nations, and when you and your children return to the LORD your God 

and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, then the 

LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the 

nations where he scattered you. Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, 

from there the LORD your God will gather you and bring you back. (Deuteronomy 30:1-4) 

 

,,, their hearts were not loyal to him, 

    they were not faithful to his covenant. 

Yet he was merciful; 

    he forgave their iniquities 

    and did not destroy them. 

Time after time he restrained his anger 

    and did not stir up his full wrath. (Psalms 78:37-38) 

 

I well remember them, 

    and my soul is downcast within me. 

Yet this I call to mind 

    and therefore I have hope: 

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 

    for his compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:20-23) 

 

Who is a God like you, 

    who pardons sin and forgives the transgression 

    of the remnant of his inheritance? 

You do not stay angry forever 

    but delight to show mercy. 

You will again have compassion on us; 

    you will tread our sins underfoot 

    and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. (Micah 7:18-19) 

 

IV. We must repent and cry out to Him for forgiveness and healing. (v. 47-48)  

But you, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, 

    slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness. 

Turn to me and have mercy on me; 

    show your strength in behalf of your servant; 

save me, because I serve you 

    just as my mother did. (Psalms 86:15-16) 

For our offenses are many in your sight, 

    and our sins testify against us. 

Our offenses are ever with us, 



 

    and we acknowledge our iniquities: 

rebellion and treachery against the LORD, 

    turning our backs on our God, 

inciting revolt and oppression, 

    uttering lies our hearts have conceived. 

So justice is driven back, 

    and righteousness stands at a distance; 

truth has stumbled in the streets, 

    honesty cannot enter. (Isaiah 59:12-14) 

 

…if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 

their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. (2 

Chronicles 7:14) 

 

“But if you
 
turn away and forsake the decrees and commands I have given you and go off to serve other gods 

and worship them, then I will uproot Israel from my land, which I have given them, and will reject this temple I 

have consecrated for my Name. I will make it a byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples. This 

temple will become a heap of rubble. All who pass by will be appalled and say, ‘Why has the LORD done such a 

thing to this land and to this temple?’ People will answer, ‘Because they have forsaken the LORD, the God of 

their ancestors, who brought them out of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, worshiping and serving them—

that is why he brought all this disaster on them.’” (2 Chronicles 7:19-22) 

 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The 

Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 

preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. (Luke 24:45-48) 

 


