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Jesus paints a dismal but absolutely accurate picture of the human heart.
Evil thoughts (v. 21)
Evil (Gr. Kakos): worthless, depraved and harmful, wicked
Indeed, as a result of him the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed… (Luke 2:35a)
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools… (Romans 1:21-22)

Sexual immorality (v. 21)
Pornea (Gr.) Any and ll forms of sexual activity outside the bonds of marriage between a man and a woman.

Now the works of the flesh  are obvious: sexual immorality… (Galatians 5:19)

Flee sexual immorality! “Every sin a person commits is outside of the body”  – but the immoral person sins against his own body. (1 Corinthians 6:18)

It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God (1 Thessalonians 4:3-5)

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality… (Colossians 3:5a)

Theft (v. 21)
Klope (Gr. From klepto) to steal
The one who steals must steal no longer; rather he must labor, doing good with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with the one who has need. (Ephesians 4:28)

 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.”
We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies. Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food they eat. (2 Thessalonians 3:10-12)

Murder (v. 21)
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. (Matthew 5:21-22)

Adultery (v. 21)
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell. (Matthew 5:27-30)

Greed (v. 22)
greedy desire to have more, covetousness, avarice

Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”
And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’
“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’
“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’
“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:15-21)

Malice (wickedness) (v. 22)
Wickeness: (Gr. Poneria) depravity, iniquity, malice, evil purposes and desires

But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? (Matthew 22:18)

Then the Lord said to him, "Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. (Luke 11:39)

When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways." (Acts 3:26)

Deceit (v. 22)
Deceit (Gr. Dolos) to decoy with a trick or bait, stealth

They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? (Acts 13:6-10)

For the one who wants to love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from uttering deceit. (1 Peter 3:10)

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.
“He committed no sin,
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.” (1 Peter 2:21-22)

Lewdness (v. 22)
Lewdness, debauchery, sensuality (Gr. Aselgia) unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, lasciviousness, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence, (NLT) eagerness for lustful pleasure

For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. (Jude 1:4)

Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. (2 Peter 2:2)

Envy (an evil eye) (v. 22)
Ophthalmos Jealous sideward glance

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. You shall not set your desire on your neighbor’s house or land, his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” (Deuteronomy 5:21)

 What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was dead. (Romans 7:7-8)

Slander (v. 22)
Slander (Gr. Blasphemia) speech injurious to another's good name, vilification, speaking evil of another
You must put away every kind of bitterness, anger, wrath, quarreling, and evil, slanderous talk. (Ephesians 4:31)
Pride (v. 22)
Pride (Gr. Huperephania) Believing one's self above others, Presumptuously arrogant; overbearing estimate of one's means or merits, despising others or even treating them with contempt, haughty

In the same way, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. And all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. (1 Peter 5:5)

Folly/foolishness (v. 22)
Folly (Gr. Aphrosune)

But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life  will be demanded back from 2  you, but who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ (Luke 12:20)

For this reason do not be foolish, but be wise by understanding what the Lord’s will is. (Ephesians 5:17)

Every human heart is desperately broken, theologians call this total depravity. (v. 23)
For we have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. As it is written:
“There is no one righteous, not even one;
     there is no one who understands;
    there is no one who seeks God.
All have turned away,
    they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good,
    not even one.”
“Their throats are open graves;
    their tongues practice deceit.”
“The poison of vipers is on their lips.”
    “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”
“Their feet are swift to shed blood;
    ruin and misery mark their ways,
and the way of peace they do not know.”
    “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Romans 3:9b-18)

This is why Jesus came to be the Only Savior. 

 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin. (Romans 3:20)

For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. (James 2:10)

For the wages of sin is death… (Romans 6:23a)

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. (John 14:6)

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols.  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. (Ezekiel 36:25-27)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” (John 3:3)
