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[bookmark: _Hlk45631550]Part 12… Ministry of Reconciliation
Justice – Biblical Foundations

Justice is the Final Step in the Reconciliation/Judgment Process

Created for Relationship > Sin Committed > Justice Required > Compassion Engaged>
Mercy Shown> Grace Given > Justice Applied (based on faith response)=
Reconciliation Achieved or Judgment Executed
Much of the information in this week’s sermon notes is gleaned from several sources. This week there is extra material just in case you would like to do a 
deeper study on this subject.

God’s desire and intention is for all mankind to be in a loving and faithful relationship with Him and with one another. That’s what we were created for! However, sin entered the picture and severed our relationship with both God and one another. That’s when the need for Reconciliation became Priority 1. But before we can reconciled back to God (or one another) – Justice is both REQUIRED and must be APPLIED.

THEREFORE, JUSTICE IS A KEY COMPONENT STEP IN THE RECONCILIATION PROCESS.
If Justice is so vital, then we need to have a good understanding of this concept.

Justice in a general sense is God’s response to sin and wrong. Since God is a Holy and Just God, any sin or wrong must be dealt with and removed from His presence. Because of our sin, we are at enmity, separated from a Holy and Just God. Justice as a process is God’s holy, righteous and loving action to bring resolution to the matter of sin, which leads to either RECONCILIATION or PUNISHMENT. 
In short…Jesus is God’s Justice System! 

The key element is to remember that Justice is inextricably rooted in the character of God. God always responds in a manner that is consistent with His nature of Holiness, Righteousness, and Love. Justice is part of God’s plan for all people to be in right relationship with Him and with other people. It is an avenue for mankind to come into a state of ‘shalom’- wholeness, health, rightness with God and with one another. Justice is a tool to aid in the development and sustainment of harmonious relationship of community and communion between God and man, and between one another. Since God is both just and merciful, justice has both a negative aspect of punishment for those who disobey God’s plan, and a blessing for those who follow God’s plan.  In either case, negative or blessing, it is the desired outcome of both applications of justice to be a motivation to return to or stay in a state of ‘shalom’ (health, oneness, communion) with God and one another. It is the duty of mankind to encourage and provide this justice for all people, as an act of love and compassion, and to bring honor to a Holy God.
 
Justice – To better understand biblical justice you need to combine the concepts of these biblical words to come to a fuller definition 
1. Hebrew ‘mishpat’ – judgment, ordinance, claim, custom, order
 Has two aspects. (1) it is the standard by which penalties are assigned. (2) it is the standard by which the benefits and advantages of right living is carried out. In the OT benefits are handed out according to need. Thus justice is very close to love, grace and righteousness. 

2. Hebrew  ‘tsedeq – righteousness, rightness, fair, just cause, equitable, impartial
Forces which deprive people of these benefits is called oppression or injustice.  It is depriving others of their basic rights. To do justice is to correct that abuse and to meet those needs (Isaiah 1:17). Injustice can be a sin of omission or commission. Justice is designed to aid in genuine community and care. (adapted from Holman Bible Dictionary)
3.   Greek – krisis – a decision, judgment, 
4.   Greek – dikaiow – righteous, vindicated,
5.   Greek – ekdikesis – vengeance, vindication, retribution, punishment


So Justice then is always generated from a Holy, Righteous and Loving God. Justice, true biblical justice is by nature a Loving Justice.

Joseph Fletcher states it this way… “justice is simply love distributed”. (p. 324. Millard Erickson. Christian Theology)
Justice is God’s way to promote Genuine Communion with God, and Community with One Another.
                             

Two responses from mankind, as a sinner, will determine whether Genuine Reconciliation will take place or judgment will be meted out.
(1) [bookmark: _Hlk46750394]Response No. 1 = the person, or persons who have committed a sin or wrong, fails to acknowledge their sin and disobedience to God’s will and demands. They refuse God’s offer of Mercy and Grace through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and thus remain in their sin, guilty; and will at the proper time receive the negative response of judgment and separation from God for all eternity. They are not capable of moving into a state or reconciliation or peace with God, or in a spiritual sense, with other people.

(2) Response No. 2 = the person, or persons who have committed a sin or wrong, acknowledge their sin and disobedience to God’s will and demands. They confess their failure and repent (turn from) their sin and receive God’s offer of Mercy and Grace through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  Justice is carried out as their sin is atoned for, their guilt is removed and forgiveness is given.  The result is that we are reconciled back to God and move into a right relationship with Him through Christ, and thus have the ability to be at peace and be reconciled with our fellow mankind.
Christians also have two basic calls to action to the above responses:
Evangelism to No. 1 and Discipleship to No. 2


Isaiah 61:1–3… 1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is on Me, because the LORD has anointed Me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and freedom to the prisoners; 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of our God’s vengeance; to comfort all who mourn, 3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion; to give them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, festive oil instead of mourning, and splendid clothes instead of despair. And they will be called Oaks of Righteousness, planted by the LORD to glorify Him. Isaiah 61:8a… For I, Yahweh, love justice; I hate robbery and injustice;

[bookmark: _Hlk45551562]Additional thoughts:
True Biblical justice requires that God’s law and will be made known and available for all people, and that these standards be used to set up a pattern of laws, judgment and ordinances that all people are required to follow in order to be in right relationship (shalom) with God and with other people (community). This set of laws and standards are to be fairly and impartially applied to all people. Regardless of color, race, creed, economic or social background. This justice should be applied with fairness to all people whether they are  powerful and rich, or if they are poor and downtrodden. 
Justice carries the connotation that all people should have access to the same benefits or punishment based on a common set of guidelines in accordance with God’s law, yet tempered with His grace, mercy and love. It is the place of those who follow God and those in power to see that all people are afforded this equal and right action. It also carries the idea of right, fair relationships between all people.  In one sense it is setting things right, for all people, according to God’s law and Word. This equality should be based on the fact that all people are created in the Image of God and are thus of equal value in their inherent worth. Justice is designed to build a sense of community and fellowship where everyone is treated with equal dignity and rights. It is not a place for favoritism, prejudice or bias or privilege. Thus, because God is a just and righteous God, and we are made in His image; we are to seek to be just, fair and righteous in our dealings with others. We are to see that God’s fair and just judgments and actions are carried out equally to all people. We are to champion the cause of the downtrodden, the poor, the needy, and those who have been treated in an unfair manner. Yet, not withholding right and fair dealings from those who are not downtrodden, nor allowing those that are more powerful to take advantage or gain any special privilege because of a certain status, such as race, gender, economic or social position. All the while realizing that it is not some humanistic standard of what is just and fair, but that it is God, who is Just, and Who determines what is just for all people. 
So, at it’s root justice is a product of the right, just, fair, love and mercy of God. Its application in a human setting then, is also to be linked with a right, fair love and compassion. Thus, true Biblical justice comes from a place of love and compassion, whether the outward appearance may be seen as negative or positive. The desired outcome is the restoration of a right relationship with God and our fellow humankind. The human application of justice should focus on a desire to see that the right, just and fair laws and commands of God are meted out to all fairly and with a special concern for those who are downtrodden or abused. Love, compassion and mercy should be a key motivation, with the desired outcome that all people would come into a state of ‘shalom’ wholeness with God through Jesus Christ and with one another.

Additional insight on the connection of ‘Justice” and the term “Social Justice”

The Oxford English Dictionary defines social justice as “justice in terms of the distribution of wealth, opportunities, and privileges within a society”. This term has been used and misused in many ways. The progressive, more  liberal usage of this does not totally line up with the Biblical view of justice. So we must be careful to differentiate the various meanings. In the proper, Biblical sense, ‘social justice’ is a subset of Biblical Justice’ and is very prominent throughout the Old and New Testament. But it does not advocate a communistic style of forced redistribution. It simply applies the Biblical mandates to care for all people, especially those who are under oppression of some type. “Whether we use the term or not, Christians are engaged in social justice when we advocate for issues such as abortion, racial reconciliation, religious liberty, and sex trafficking. We engage in social justice whenever we seek moral reform of our society in a way that ensures every person is treated with dignity and given their due. As Mark Tooley says, ‘Christians and churches definitely should advocate social justice in the sense that ever sinful society needs constant moral reform. The church’s chief tool in this advocacy is the gospel itself’”. https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/faqs-christians-know-social-justice/

Exodus 23:6 "You shall not pervert <05186> the justice <04941> due to your needy <034> brother in his dispute <07379>.

Leviticus 19:15… “You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor.

Proverbs 21:15…When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.

Psalm 106:3… Blessed are they who observe justice, who do righteousness at all times!

Isaiah 61:1-4; 8…1The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord  for the display of his splendor. 4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations…. 8 “For I, the Lord, love justice; I hate robbery and wrongdoing. In my faithfulness I will reward my people and make an everlasting covenant with them.

Proverbs 31:8,9… 8 Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. 9 Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.

Jeremiah 22:3…This is what the LORD says: Do what is just and right. Rescue from the hand of the oppressor the one who has been robbed. Do no wrong or violence to the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place. 

Psalm 146:7-9… 7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets prisoners free, 8  the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous. 9 The LORD watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.
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Life is all about relationships. Most of the time, friction arises in relationships because of misunderstandings. One person sees a situation one way, but the other person sees it another way. Each person can’t figure out why the other person can’t see the situation like they see it, and sometimes these situations become huge arguments. The problem lies in the fact that sometimes we look at situations in different ways because we think differently than other people. 
Justice is one of these misunderstood situations. Specifically, social justice has become a convoluted term meaning different things to different people. It is often used as a catchphrase for illegitimate forms of government promoting the redistribution of wealth and expansion of civil government. This view of social justice is a denial of authentic justice. For example, the biblical command of “Thou shalt not steal” includes government-sanctioned theft through state-enforced redistribution of wealth and illegitimate taxation. 
This is why I use the term “biblical justice.” Biblical justice seeks to protect individual liberty while promoting personal responsibility. It is the equitable and impartial application of the rule of God’s moral law in society. There is no clear and right definition of justice that excludes God. So to grasp justice, we must go to God’s Word. The Bible condemns injustice because God is just. As the ultimate lawgiver, He strongly opposes injustice. His laws are righteous and must be applied without partiality because justice identifies the moral standard by which God measures human conduct. 
So at the heart of Biblical justice is the impartial application of God’s moral law within all realms of society including economic, political, social or criminal justice. Any other definition of justice won’t suffice. 
The theology of justice flows from the heart of God.

Micah 6:8  “God has shown you O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”

Justice flows from God’s heart and character and motivates God throughout the Old and New Testaments in his judgments on sin and injustice.

Proverbs 29:7  “…the righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such concern.”

Throughout scripture, God is the defender and protector of the poor, the alien, the debtor, the widow, and the orphan. Justice is part of God's purpose for redemption. Justice is also about restoring our broken relationship with God to what he intends for us. Our role in God's purposes for all his creatures and for the world he has made.




Biblical justice is the center of true religion.

James 1:27 (The Message)  “…Real religion, the kind that passes muster before God the Father, is this. Reach out to the homeless and loveless in their plight, and guard against corruption from the godless world.”
If we are trying to live a life in accordance with the Bible, we do justice when we treat all persons as creations of God. Doing justice includes not only righting wrongs but showing generosity and social concern especially to the poor and vulnerable. The just person lives a life of honesty, equity and generosity in every aspect of life.
A deep social conscience, and a life of service to others, especially the poor, is the inevitable sign of real faith. Justice is the most important feature of a real relationship with God.
The God of the Bible is a God who puts the world to rights. We are called to do the same. https://bytheirstrangefruit.blogspot.com/2016/12/biblical-justice.html
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Caritas Worksheet on Jesus and Justice
https://www.caritas.org.au/docs/cst/caritas-worksheet-on-jesus-understanding-of-injustice.pdf?sfvrsn=eb04328f_0
Jesus Including the Excluded 
1. Showing compassion toward social outsiders Lepers: Matthew 8:1-3; Luke 17:11-19; Mark 1:40-44 
2. Protesting inequality Women: Luke 10:38-42; Matthew 9:19-26; John 20:11-18 
3. Embracing the excluded Children: Luke 18:15-17; Matthew 18:1-7
Jesus Challenging Cultural Practices 
1. Rejecting racism, sexism, exclusion of ‘the other’ Samaritan woman: John 4:1-42 
2. Dignifying second-class citizens Good Samaritan: Luke 10:25-37 Holman
3. Risking one’s reputation Drunkards and prostitutes: Matthew 9:9-13; Luke 7:36-50; Matthew 21:28-32 
Jesus Confronting the Powerful 
1. Challenging unjust behavior Tax collector: Luke 19:1-10
 2. Confronting the spiritually arrogant Pharisees: Luke 6:1-11; Matthew 23:1-3, 23-28 
3. Reordering political power Government rulers: Mark 12:13-17; Matthew 20:20-28
	Holman Bible Dictionary  Justice
https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/hbd/j/justice.html

	


“ The order God seeks to reestablish in His creation where all people receive the benefits of life with Him. As love is for the New Testament, so justice is the central ethical idea of the Old Testament. The frequency of justice is sometimes missed by the reader due to a failure to realize that the wide range of the Hebrew word mishpat , particularly in passages that deal with the material and social necessities of life.
Justice has two major aspects. First, it is the standard by which penalties are assigned for breaking the obligations of the society. Second, justice is the standard by which the advantages of social life are handed out, including material goods, rights of participation, opportunities, and liberties. It is the standard for both punishment and benefits and thus can be spoken of as a plumb line. “I shall use justice as a plumb-line, and righteousness as a plummet” (Isaiah 28:17 , REB).
Often people think of justice in the Bible only in the first sense as God's wrath on evil. This aspect of justice indeed is present, such as the judgment mentioned in John 3:19 . Often more vivid words like “wrath” are used to describe punitive justice (Romans 1:18 ).
Justice in the Bible very frequently also deals with benefits. Cultures differ widely in determining the basis by which the benefits are to be justly distributed. For some it is by birth and nobility. For others the basis is might or ability or merit. Or it might simply be whatever is the law or whatever has been established by contracts. The Bible takes another possibility. Benefits are distributed according to need. Justice then is very close to love and grace. God “executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing” (Deuteronomy 10:18 , NRSV; compare Hosea 10:12 ; Isaiah 30:18 ).
Various needy groups are the recipients of justice. These groups include widows, orphans, resident aliens (also called “sojourners” or “strangers”), wage earners, the poor, and prisoners, slaves, and the sick (Job 29:12-17 ; Psalm 146:7-9 ; Malachi 3:5 ). Each of these groups has specific needs which keep its members from being able to participate in aspects of the life of their community. Even life itself might be threatened. Justice involves meeting those needs. The forces which deprive people of what is basic for community life are condemned as oppression (Micah 2:2 ; Ecclesiastes 4:1 ). To oppress is to use power for one's own advantage in depriving others of their basic rights in the community (see Mark 12:40 ). To do justice is to correct that abuse and to meet those needs (Isaiah 1:17 ). Injustice is depriving others of their basic needs or failing to correct matters when those rights are not met (Jeremiah 5:28 ; Job 29:12-17 ). Injustice is either a sin of commission or of omission.
The content of justice, the benefits which are to be distributed as basic rights in the community, can be identified by observing what is at stake in the passages in which “justice,” “righteousness,” and “judgment” occur. The needs which are met include land (Ezekiel 45:6-9 ; compare Micah 2:2 ; Micah 4:4 ) and the means to produce from the land, such as draft animals and millstones (Deuteronomy 22:1-4 ; Deuteronomy 24:6 ). These productive concerns are basic to securing other essential needs and thus avoiding dependency; thus the millstone is called the “life” of the person (Deuteronomy 24:6 ). Other needs are those essential for mere physical existence and well being: food (Deuteronomy 10:18 ; Psalm 146:7 ), clothing (Deuteronomy 24:13 ), and shelter (Psalm 68:6 ; Job 8:6 ). Job 22:5-9 ,Job 22:5-9,22:23 ; Job 24:1-12 decries the injustice of depriving people of each one of these needs, which are material and economic. The equal protection of each person in civil and judicial procedures is represented in the demand for due process ( Deuteronomy 16:18-20 ). Freedom from bondage is comparable to not being “in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and lack of everything” (Deuteronomy 28:48 NRSV).
Justice presupposes God's intention for people to be in community. When people had become poor and weak with respect to the rest of the community, they were to be strengthened so that they could continue to be effective members of the community—living with them and beside them (Leviticus 25:35-36 ). Thus biblical justice restores people to community. By justice those who lacked the power and resources to participate in significant aspects of the community were to be strengthened so that they could. This concern in Leviticus 25:1 is illustrated by the provision of the year of Jubilee, in which at the end of the fifty year period land is restored to those who had lost it through sale or foreclosure of debts ( Leviticus 25:28 ). Thus they regained economic power and were brought back into the economic community. Similarly, interest on loans was prohibited (Leviticus 25:36 ) as a process which pulled people down, endangering their position in the community.
These legal provisions express a further characteristic of justice. Justice delivers; it does not merely relieve the immediate needs of those in dire straits (Psalm 76:9 ; Isaiah 45:8 ; Isaiah 58:11 ; Isaiah 62:1-2 ). Helping the needy means setting them back on their feet, giving a home, leading to prosperity, restoration, ending the oppression (Psalm 68:5-10 ; Psalm 10:15-16 ; compare 107; Psalm 113:7-9 ). Such thorough justice can be socially disruptive. In the Jubilee year as some receive back lands, others lose recently-acquired additional land. The advantage to some is a disadvantage to others. In some cases the two aspects of justice come together. In the act of restoration, those who were victims of justice receive benefits while their exploiters are punished (1 Samuel 2:7-10 ; compare Luke 1:51-53 ; Luke 6:20-26 ).
The source of justice As the sovereign Creator of the universe, God is just (Psalm 99:1-4 ; Genesis 18:25 ; Deuteronomy 32:4 ; Jeremiah 9:24 ), particularly as the defender of all the oppressed of the earth (Psalm 76:9 ; Psalm 103:6 ; Jeremiah 49:11 ). Justice thus is universal (Psalm 9:7-9 ) and applies to each covenant or dispensation. Jesus affirmed for His day the centrality of the Old Testament demand for justice (Matthew 23:23 ). Justice is the work of the New Testament people of God (James 1:27 ).
God's justice is not a distant external standard. It is the source of all human justice (Proverbs 29:26 ; 2Chronicles 19:6,2 Chronicles 19:9 ). Justice is grace received and grace shared (2 Corinthians 9:8-10 ).
The most prominent human agent of justice is the ruler. The king receives God's justice and is a channel for it (Psalm 72:1 ; compare Romans 13:1-2 ,Romans 13:1-2,13:4 ). There is not a distinction between a personal, voluntary justice and a legal, public justice. The same caring for the needy groups of the society is demanded of the ruler (Psalm 72:4 ; Ezekiel 34:4 ; Jeremiah 22:15-16 ). Such justice was also required of pagan rulers (Daniel 4:27 ; Proverbs 31:8-9 ).
Justice is also a central demand on all people who bear the name of God. Its claim is so basic that without it other central demands and provisions of God are not acceptable to God. Justice is required to be present with the sacrificial system (Amos 5:21-24 ; Micah 6:6-8 ; Isaiah 1:11-17 ; Matthew 5:23-24 ), fasting (Isaiah 58:1-10 ), tithing (Matthew 23:23 ), obedience to the other commandments (Matthew 19:16-21 ), or the presence of the Temple of God (Jeremiah 7:1-7 ).
Justice in salvation Apart from describing God's condemnation of sin, Paul used the language and meaning of justice to speak of personal salvation. “The righteousness of God” represents God in grace bringing into the community of God through faith in Christ those who had been outside of the people of God (particularly in Romans but compare also Ephesians 2:12-13 ). See Law; Government ; Poverty ; Righteousness ; Welfare.
Stephen Charles Mott
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HERE ARE 50 BIBLE SCRIPTURES ON JUSTICE.
https://connectusfund.org/50-strong-bible-scriptures-on-justice
Proverbs 21:15
When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.
Amos 5:24
But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
Romans 12:19
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”
Isaiah 1:17
Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.
Isaiah 30:18
Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him.
1 Peter 1:17
And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile.
1 Timothy 5:8
But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
Amos 5:15
Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.
Colossians 3:25
For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.
Deuteronomy 10:18
He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing.
Deuteronomy 16:20
Justice, and only justice, you shall follow, that you may live and inherit the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
Deuteronomy 27:19
Cursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. And all the people shall say, “Amen.”
Deuteronomy 32:4
The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he.
Ecclesiastes 3:17
I said in my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every matter and for every work.
Ecclesiastes 5:8
If you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of justice and righteousness, do not be amazed at the matter, for the high official is watched by a higher, and there are yet higher ones over them.
Hebrews 10:30
For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.”
Hosea 12:6
So you, by the help of your God, return, hold fast to love and justice, and wait continually for your God.
Isaiah 45:21
“Declare and present your case; let them take counsel together! Who told this long ago? Who declared it of old? Was it not I, the Lord? And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me.”
Isaiah 5:23
Who acquit the guilty for a bribe, and deprive the innocent of his right!
Isaiah 56:1
Thus says the Lord: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed.”
Isaiah 61:8
“For I the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.”
James 1:27
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.
Jeremiah 22:3
Thus says the Lord: “Do justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the oppressor him who has been robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the resident alien, the fatherless, and the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place.”
Jeremiah 23:5
“Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.”
Job 12:22
He uncovers the deeps out of darkness and brings deep darkness to light.
Job 8:3
Does God pervert justice? Or does the Almighty pervert the right?
Leviticus 19:15
“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor.”
Luke 11:42
“But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.”
Luke 6:37
“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven.”
Matthew 12:18
“Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.”
Matthew 23:23
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.”
Matthew 7:12
“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.
Micah 6:8
He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
Proverbs 18:5
It is not good to be partial to the wicked or to deprive the righteous of justice.
Proverbs 21:3
To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.
Proverbs 25:26
Like a muddied spring or a polluted fountain is a righteous man who gives way before the wicked.
Proverbs 28:5
Evil men do not understand justice, but those who seek the Lord understand it completely.
Proverbs 29:7
A righteous man knows the rights of the poor; a wicked man does not understand such knowledge.
Proverbs 31:9
Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy.
Psalm 101:1
A Psalm of David. I will sing of steadfast love and justice; to you, O Lord, I will make music.
Psalm 106:3
Blessed are they who observe justice, who do righteousness at all times!
Psalm 140:12
I know that the Lord will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and will execute justice for the needy.
Psalm 33:5
He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord.
Psalm 50:6
The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge! Selah.
Psalm 58:11
Mankind will say, “Surely there is a reward for the righteous; surely there is a God who judges on earth.”
Psalm 7:6
Arise, O Lord, in your anger; lift yourself up against the fury of my enemies; awake for me; you have appointed a judgment.
Psalm 82:3
Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.
Psalm 89:14
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.
Romans 13:4
For he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.
Zechariah 7:9
Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another.”
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