Healing 8

I. Intro:
1. Open your bibles to Mark 5:21-43
A. Continuing my series on healing from Mark’s Gospel

2. Last week:
A. Angi did an excellent job teaching from the scripture concerning the process the Apostle went through when it came to healing the sick.
a. They weren’t very effective in the beginning
b. But they got better with practice over time
i. The same will be true of us

3. Today: 
A. Glean wisdom from two of Jesus’ healing encounters:
a. Jesus’ encounter with the women who had the issue of blood and
b. Jesus’ encounter with Jairus and his daughter
B. Practice
a. Words of Knowledge
b. Pray for one another

4. Today We’ll be looking at Mark 5:21-43 from “The Message”
A. I like to mix it up
B. I like to give credit where credit is due…
a. David Guzik’s commentary on Blue Letter Bible was a very helpful resource in preparing this message

II. Verses 21-24
  21-24 After Jesus crossed over by boat, a large crowd met him at the seaside. One of the meeting-place leaders named Jairus came. When he saw Jesus, he fell to his knees, beside himself as he begged, "My dear daughter is at death's door. Come and lay hands on her so she will get well and live." Jesus went with him, the whole crowd tagging along, pushing and jostling him.

1. After Jesus crossed over by boat
A. Remember, Jesus casted a legion of demons out of a man
a. The demons went in to a herd of pigs and drowned (5:13)
b. and the people pleaded with him to leave their region (5:17)
c. Jesus got into his boat and left (5:18)
d. And now he has crossed back over

2. a large crowd met him at the seaside: 
A. Jesus has left the Gentile region around the Sea of Galilee, where He met the Gaderene Demoniac. 
B. Now He returns to the Jewish towns on the other side, 
a. and the large crowds immediately come to Jesus.
b. Including Jarius
C. One of the meeting-place leaders: 
a. What the NIV calls: “one of the synagogue leaders”
i. Other translations say “ruler” or “official”
· Jairus was a man of position, reasonability and standing in the synagogue
· The ruler of the synagogue was somewhat like a modern day pastor or associate pastor
· He managed both the spiritual and the business affairs of the synagogue. 
b. This man came to Jesus in desperation
i. he fell to his knees, beside himself as he begged
· Because his daughter was near death
· My dear daughter is at death's door
· His reaction was that of any father!
c. When you consider the already building tensions between Jesus and the Pharisees…
i. This is a risky action on Jairus’ part, true…
· But this is his daughter
· And he is desperate!
· Who cares about synagogue politics 
· and what the neighbors will say!
· My dear daughter is dying and this Jesus might be able to help!

3. Come and lay hands on her so she will get well and live
A. Obviously Jairus had great confidence in Jesus. 
a. He’s heard the stories
i. Maybe seen some of the miracles first hand?
B. He believed that Jesus had power to heal his daughter.
a. If Jesus would just come and touch his daughter
i. As he had touched the leaper
· And Peter’s mother-in-law
· And so many others 
C. He obviously believed that Jesus had to be there physically for healing to happen 
a. Come and lay hands on her so she will get well and live
i. Maybe Jairus was superstition? I don’t know.
· Maybe he just thought that this was how it worked
· and never considered an alternative?
D. Maybe he didn’t want to take any chances
a. and figured the situation is so critical… 
i. Let’s just get this healer on the scene?
· Whatever else Jairus was thinking he was thinking this…
· Maybe Jesus can save my baby girl!

4. It is interesting to note:
A. [bookmark: 10]When a Roman Centurion came to Jesus in a similar situation (Luke 7:1-10)
a.  Jesus didn’t even go to the centurion’s house to heal the servant. 
i. He simply pronounced the servant healed from a distance. 
B. But here, Jesus doesn’t demand that Jarius show the same faith as the centurion. 
a. Jesus simply responds to the faith Jarius had
C. There is a difference between knowledge and faith
a. The pagan Roman Soldier had faith
i. Jesus said of him in Luke 7:9:
· “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.”
b. The educated religious leader had knowledge
i. Sadly, theologians are not always men of faith
· Men of knowledge, yes.
· Men of information and education, yes. 
· Men of Faith… not always.
c. JPN story “I just teach this stuff; I don’t believe it”
i. This sad reality needs to change
ii. We need to raise up a generation of men like Randy Clark
iii. Brilliant, well-educated men and women of great faith!

5. 1800’s Bible Commentator Adam Clarke notices four things Jarius did well.
A. He put himself in the presence of Jesus
a. One of the meeting-place leaders named Jairus came. 
B. He humbled himself sincerely before Jesus
a. When he saw Jesus, he fell to his knees, 
C. He made his request with a holy earnestness 
a. beside himself as he begged, 
D. He had total confidence in the power and the goodness of Jesus 
a. "My dear daughter is at death's door. Come and lay hands on her so she will get well and live
i. Verse 24 ends with these words:
· Jesus went with him, the whole crowd tagging along, pushing and jostling him.
· And then something happens on the way to Jairus’ house

III. Verses 25-34
25-29 A woman who had suffered a condition of hemorrhaging for twelve years - a long succession of physicians had treated her, and treated her badly, taking all her money and leaving her worse off than before - had heard about Jesus. She slipped in from behind and touched his robe. She was thinking to herself, "If I can put a finger on his robe, I can get well." The moment she did it, the flow of blood dried up. She could feel the change and knew her plague was over and done with. 
 
30 At the same moment, Jesus felt energy discharging from him. He turned around to the crowd and asked, "Who touched my robe?" 

 31 His disciples said, "What are you talking about? With this crowd pushing and jostling you, you're asking, 'Who touched me?' Dozens have touched you!" 
 
32-33 But he went on asking, looking around to see who had done it. The woman, knowing what had happened, knowing she was the one, stepped up in fear and trembling, knelt before him, and gave him the whole story. 

 34 Jesus said to her, "Daughter, you took a risk of faith, and now you're healed and whole. Live well, live blessed! Be healed of your plague." 

1. So there was this interruption on the way to Jarius’s house
A. A woman who had suffered a condition of hemorrhaging for twelve years: 
a. This woman was in a desperate condition. 
i. Her condition not only made her physically weak
· It made her ceremonially and socially unclean
· In first century Israel, this is a very big deal.
b. This would be quite a burden to live under for 12 years.
i. According to the Jewish ideas of the time:
· if this woman touched anyone, she made them ceremonially unclean
· An uncleanness that would not allow them to take part in any aspect of Israel’s worship 
· [bookmark: 11]According to Leviticus 15:19-31
B. By the very law of her people, she was:
a. Divorced from her husband
b. Could not live in her home
c. Ostracized from all of society
d. Must not come into contact with her old friends
e. She was excommunicated from the services of the synagogue
f. And shut out from the women’s courts in the temple.
i. And if all that wasn’t bad enough 
· the text tells us that:
C. a long succession of physicians had treated her, and treated her badly, taking all her money and leaving her worse off than before 
a. She went to the doctors to get better, but only got worse
i. And as a result became poorer. 
· Many physicians had taken all her money 
· She is at the end of her rope
· She has done all she knows how to do
· She is out of options
· And then she sees Jesus
D. Verse 28 tells us…
a. She slipped in from behind and touched his robe. She was thinking to herself, "If I can put a finger on his robe, I can get well
b. Think about this from her perspective
i. Her condition was embarrassing
ii. She was ceremonially unclean
iii. She would be condemned for touching Jesus
· She would be condemned for even being in a pressing crowd like this
iv. She wanted, for obvious reasons, to do this secretly. 
v. She wouldn’t want to openly ask Jesus to heal her
· It’s embarrassing, had to be
vi. But she thought “If I can put a finger on his robe, I can get well

2. Was this woman right to think she could be healed by touching the hem of Jesus’ robe? 
A. We have no biblical evidence that Jesus ever healed this way before. 
a. Wasn’t she just being superstitious?
i. How can God honor that?
· Because God is vastly more interested in WHAT than HOW!
· God is more interested in her healing and freedom than in the form and ritual of how it gets accomplished
· Jesus is more interested in Her than the procedure
· Besides, I don’t think she was superstitious
· I think she was desperate!
B. God ways aren’t our ways
a. And Jesus’ theological box for healing was bigger than that of the religious status quo
i. Guess what - His box is bigger than your as well!
C. Like Jarius, this woman is desperate
a. I’d call it a holy desperation
i. And holy desperation will make you do wild and crazy things

3. [bookmark: 13]The scriptures tell us that…
A. The moment she did it, the flow of blood dried up
B. According to the thinking of the day, 
a. when this unclean woman touched Jesus, 
i. It would make Him unclean. 
C. But because of the nature of Jesus 
a. and the power of God, 
i. that isn’t how it worked. 
D. When she touched His garment Jesus wasn’t made unclean, 
a. the woman was made whole. 
E. It’s just like the cross
a. When Jesus became our sin
i. It didn’t make Him a sinner, 
· It made us clean and set us free


4. She could feel the change and knew her plague was over and done with. At the same moment, Jesus felt energy discharging from him.
A. When the woman was healed, 
a. both the woman and Jesus knew it happened. 
B. She felt in her body that it happened,
a. And Jesus felt power had gone out of Him.
C. There is a give and take to one on one personal ministry
a. Sometimes I can feel it when I pray for people
i. Sometimes I give
· Other times people want it so bad they practically pull it out of me

5. He turned around to the crowd and asked, "Who touched my robe?
A. No doubt her goal wasn’t to touch the clothes of Jesus, 
a. But to touch Jesus. 
b. The clothes just happened to be the part of Jesus she could reach.
B. Personally, I take Jesus’ statement at face value, 
a. I think he actually didn’t know who specifically touched him
i. Just that he was touched in such a way that healing power flowed from him
· And he could feel the power move through him
C. The disciples were amazed that Jesus could ask this question. Given the situation, 
a. His disciples said, "What are you talking about? With this crowd pushing and jostling you, you're asking, 'Who touched me?' Dozens have touched you!" 
i. The disciples didn’t understand the difference between casual contact with Jesus, 
· and someone reaching out to touch him from a place of holy desperation.
· Do we understand the difference?
b. Concerning this passage Saint Augustine said:
i. “Flesh presses, faith touches”
·  We might not know the difference
· Jesus obviously does

6. The woman, knowing what had happened, knowing she was the one, stepped up in fear and trembling, knelt before him, and gave him the whole story 
A. Why did Jesus make her go through this? 
a. Jesus did it so that she would know she was healed. 
i. Jesus “called her out” so she would absolutely know that she was healed.
B. Jesus did it so others would know she was healed. 
a. This woman had an ailment that no one could see and that made her a public outcast. 
b. It would sound suspicious to many if she just announced that she was healed. 
c. They would think that she made it up just to be considered “clean” again. 
d. I think Jesus “called her out” so others would absolutely know that she was healed.
C. Jesus also did it so that she would know why she was healed. 
a. When Jesus said, “"Daughter, you took a risk of faith, and now you're healed and whole. Live well, live blessed! Be healed of your plague." 
b. It’s simple, she took a risk, she exercised faith and BAM, Jesus healed her

IV. Verses 35-36
1. Poor Jarius!
A. During this seeming delay his daughter lays in bed dying!
a. It must have tortured him to see Jesus take time out to minister to this woman.
i. In his shoes I couldn’t help but wonder if this woman got the healing that was meant for his daughter

· Now Jesus would call Jarius to an extreme faith with an extreme promise.
· Verses 35-36

2. While he was still talking, some people came from the leader's house and told him, "Your daughter is dead. Why bother the Teacher any more?" “Jesus overheard what they were talking about and said to the leader, "Don't listen to them; just trust me.”
A. Your daughter is dead: 
a. The horror of those words!
i. I can’t imagine!
· I don’t want to imagine!
· I have a daughter; I NEVER want to imagine!
B. How Jarius’ heart must have sunk when he heard these words. 
a. He must have thought to himself…
i. I knew this was taking too long. 
· I knew Jesus shouldn’t have wasted His time on this silly woman. 
· Now my precious little girl is gone
· If I’m Jarius, I could have hated that women!

3. Jesus tells Jarius to do two things. 
A. "Don't listen to them; just trust me.”
a. Are. You. Kidding Me!?!
i. On one hand we have horrific circumstances supported by empirical evidence
· "Your daughter is dead. Why bother the Teacher anymore?" 
ii. On the other hand, we have the words of Jesus
· “Don’t listen to them; just trust me.”
b. Pay no heed to your circumstances
i. Instead of looking at them…
· Look to me, and trust me.
· Wow!
c. In the face of devastating hopelessness Jesus says:
i. “Don’t listen to them; just trust me.”
· I’m reminded of Saint Paul’s words to the Romans, chapter 15, verse 13
· May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
· The key to hope is trust
B. How can Jesus say this to Jarius?
a. Because Jesus knows how the story is going to end
i. And Jarius doesn’t
· The very same is true of us
· Jesus knows how our story is going to end
· And we, in our own horrific circumstances, we do not.
C. Jesus is asking Jarius to change his focus
a. Don’t focus on the circumstances
i. Focus on me!
· JPJ used to say: 
· What we focus on we make room for, what we fear we empower.
b. Don’t try to figure it all out
i. Don’t try to fix it… you can’t fix this Jarius
· Don’t try to make sense of it all
· Just trust me.
c. Trust
i. I love the word trust
· It’s such a relational term!
· Trust ME
· Trust my nature, my character
· Trust my love for you
· Trust our history together
· Trust our relationship
ii. Webster’s defines trust as:
· “The belief that someone or something is reliable, good, honest and effective.”
iii. My two undeniable truths
· God is good
· God loves me
· Therefore, I can and do trust him
· Everything else begins at #3
· Even death




V. Verses 37-43
37-40 He permitted no one to go in with him except Peter, James, and John. They entered the leader's house and pushed their way through the gossips looking for a story and neighbors bringing in casseroles. Jesus was abrupt: "Why all this busybody grief and gossip? This child isn't dead; she's sleeping." Provoked to sarcasm, they told him he didn't know what he was talking about. 

40-43 But when he had sent them all out, he took the child's father and mother, along with his companions, and entered the child's room. He clasped the girl's hand and said, "Talitha koum," (tal-le-ta coom) which means, "Little girl, get up." At that, she was up and walking around! This girl was twelve years of age. They, of course, were all beside themselves with joy. He gave them strict orders that no one was to know what had taken place in that room. Then he said, "Give her something to eat." 

A. He permitted no one to go in with him except Peter, James, and John: 
a. Jesus’ inner circle
B. This child isn't dead; she's sleeping: 
a. Jesus wasn’t out of touch with reality when He said this. 
b. He wasn’t playing “make-believe.” 
i. He said this because He knew a higher reality, 
· a spiritual reality that was more certain and more powerful than the natural realm 
· More real than death itself.
C. They entered the leader's house and pushed their way through the gossips looking for a story and neighbors bringing in casseroles. Jesus was abrupt: "Why all this busybody grief and gossip? 
a. In that day it was customary to hire professional mourners to add to the atmosphere of grief and pain at a death. 
i. But the professional mourners could only grieve superficially.
b. Even the poorest man was required by common custom to hire a minimum of two flute players and one professional mourner in the event of his wife’s death
c. it is probable that one who held the rank of synagogue-ruler would be expected to hire a large number of professional mourners.
d.  Notice how quickly these “professionals” show up
i. And how quickly they turn from weeping to ridicule 
ii. They ridiculed Jesus
e. Provoked to sarcasm, they told him he didn't know what he was talking about: “
i. NASB = They laughed at him (vs. 40)
ii. NKJV = They ridiculed Him (vs. 40)
iii. One commentator notes that they ridiculed him and “They kept it up.”
D. But when he had sent them all out, he took the child's father and mother, along with his companions, and entered the child's room
a. I’ve heard it said that:
i. Jesus was establishing an atmosphere of faith
· JPJ “Units of Faith” theory
· Jesus was adding the positive units and removing the negative units
· And that might be true
· But I think it was much more than that
· Vastly less clinical
· It was personal and tender
· This was horrifically difficult for these parents
· Not making “a show of it” was a loving thing to do
E. He clasped the girl's hand and said, "Talitha koum," (tal-le-ta coom) which means, "Little girl, get up." At that, she was up and walking around!
a. Jesus spoke to this girl as if she were alive.
i. And she was!
b. [bookmark: 15]Romans 4:17 says that “the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.”  
c. The same God who said let there be light and out of nothing created everything - said let there be life and out of death there was life!
d. God calls those things which do not exist as though they did.
i. Be it this little girl
· Your circumstances
· His promises
· Or your destiny
ii. Jesus spoke to this girl with the power of God, 
· and she was raised from the dead.
iii. The Word made flesh dwelling among us
· Spoke the word of God to this little girl
· And she came back to life!
iv. This is the same Jesus who speaks to you and me by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit
F. They, of course, were all beside themselves with joy: 
a. Wow, who wouldn’t be!

VI. What can we learn from all this?
1. Jesus didn’t fail Jarius, 
A. and He didn’t fail the woman who needed to be healed. 
a. Even though the circumstances looked really bad
2. Jesus ministered to the needs of the individual. 
A. If Jesus can touch each need this personally, 
a. He can touch our needs the same way.
i. And the needs of those we minister to
3. Think about it
A. Jarius had twelve years of sunshine that were about to be extinguished. 
B. The woman had twelve years of agony that seemed hopeless to heal.
C. Jarius was an important man, the ruler of the synagogue. 
D. The woman was a nobody. We don’t even know her name.
E. Jarius was probably wealthy, because he was an important man.
F. The woman was poor because she spent all her money on doctors.
G. Jarius came publicly. 
H. The woman came secretly.
I. Jarius thought Jesus had to do a lot to heal his daughter. 
J. The woman thought all she needed was to touch Jesus’ garment.
K. Jesus responded to the woman immediately. 
L. Jesus responded to Jarius after a delay.
M. Jarius’ daughter was healed secretly. 
N. The woman was healed publicly.
O. Oh, let’s not put God in a box people
P. [bookmark: _GoBack]His ways are not our ways!

VII. Let’s Pray before ministry time
1. Trust in the face of awful circumstances
A. Trust is the key to hope
a. Pray for the hopeless

VIII. Ministry Time
1. Let’s practice healing
2. Pray for revelation and healing
3. Ask for Words of Knowledge
4. Ask for people with those specific needs
5. Match them up and pray
6. Ask other with faith for that need to join in the ministry

