The Gospel of John 3:16

Introduction

· Open Bibles to John 3:5-21
· Continuing our series through the Gospel of John
· As we work our way through John’s Gospel Sunday by Sunday we’ll:
· Sometimes cover paragraphs at a time, verses at a time or even individual words at a time.
· This morning we’ll take a look at one verse.
· One of the best known and often referenced verses of Scripture 
· “John 3:16”
· Let’s begin by read it in context
· Read and Pray: John 3:5-21
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.
10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.

A Conversation
· We covered verses 1-15 last week
· Today we’ll pick up Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus at verse 16
·  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
· Verse 16 is part of Jesus’ answer to Nicodemus’ question:
· “How Can this be?” in verse 9
· In verse 3 Jesus told Nicodemus:
· “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
· In verse 5 Jesus rephrases the statement:
· “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.”
· These statements by Jesus prompted Nicodemus’ question in verse 9 “How Can this be?”

Jesus is essentially blowing up Nicodemus’ God box
· He contradicting this Pharisee’s finely tuned theology
· Men are not children of God by natural birth into a specific tribe. 
· It requires a new birth.
· a. Don't let anyone deceive you on this point.
· It’s a non-negotiable
· You must be born again

· A person born of the flesh is dominated by his flesh.
· A person born again by the Spirit is led by the Spirit.
· And the life of the Spirit is superior to the life of the flesh.

· Life is intended to be much more than eat, drink & be merry.
· The true purpose of this life is not discovered until a man comes into relationship with God
· That’s why we were created
· As stated in the Westminster Catechism
· “Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.”
· Verse 16 is part of Jesus’ continued answer to Nicodemus’ question:
· How can this be?

· John 3:16 has long been celebrated as a powerful, succinct, declaration of the gospel. 
· This is arguably the greatest text in all of the Bible. 
· The whole gospel is declared in a few simple words. 
· Yet so incredibly profound
· Of the 31,373 verses in the Bible, it may be the most popular single verse used
· Especially in evangelism.
· Let’s take a looker at this verse


For God so loved the World

· God did not wait for the world to turn to Him before He loved the world. 
· He loved and gave His one and only Son to the world first
· He initiated  
· And consider the world that God loved:
· Not the beautiful world He had created.
· Not a pure world of beauty.
· Not a world in harmony with Him.
· But rater a world in rebellion against Him
· A world that hated Him.
· A world whose beauty had become marred
· A world of greed, strife, hatred, and wars.
· Even so – God LOVED it!
· Astonishing!
· You would think the opposite to be true.
· Man so loved God
· That love would be originating in man.
· After all
· Man was the one to break fellowship.
· And man was one who stood to gain most by its re-establishing it.
· But no, God is the originator.

For God so loved the World

· Such a profound statement
· And so contrary to humanity’s common assumption
· Ask most people to describe God and they’ll paint you this picture:
· An angry old man with a long white beard, sitting on his throne in the sky eager to punish people for any and all infractions.
· Heck, ask most Christians to describe God and sadly, they’d paint a similar picture.
· A small few may describe God as Jesus does to Nicodemus.
· As a God who loves the world!
· God doesn’t hate the world
· He actually loves the world!

God
· It’s very important to note the term used her form God.
· The Greek word here for God is Theos
· And according to Strong’s Concordance it means – and I quote:
· The Godhead, Trinity
· God the Father, the first person in the trinity
· Christ, the second person of the trinity
· Holy Spirit, the third person in the trinity

· God has always been Trinity
· God the Father did not create God the Son and God the Holy Spirit
· There isn’t a hierarchy of God the Father dictating over God the Son and God the Holy Spirit
· They have always existed together in a relationship of perfect unity and purest love.
· Never has one part of the Godhead operated independent of the other two parts.
· Eternally they’ve existed in this circle of love.
· And we were created to enter that circle and share in that love.
· I’ve covered all this before in previous sermons
· Read and study John chapters 1 and chapters 17
· They make my point crystal clear.

· So, of course God loved the world
· That’s why he created the world
· That we might share in the Trinity’s love.

Loved
· Just to clarify, the word translated here as loved is “agapao”
· And it literally means:
· “To welcome people, to entertain people, to be fond of people and to dearly love people.”
· Nothing of that term supports the image of and angry God
· Or a vengeful God ready to hammer people for their sins
· We’ll look at it more closely next week but verse 17 supports this perspective:
· “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”

World
· We get the English word “cosmos” from the Greek term used here
· Kosmos
· Meaning: The Universe, The Earth and the inhabitants of Earth
· Does that sound inclusive or exclusive to you?

So what do we have so far?
· We have God the Father, Son and Spirit especially fond of, welcoming in and dearly loving the inhabitants of the Universe.
· I’m liking this so far.
· I’m intrigued
· I want to know this God
· I don’t want to hide from him
· The verse goes on to describe the weightiness of God’s love for the world.
· The priceless value of this lavish and extravagant love.

That he gave his one and only Son
· Jesus isn’t plan B
· The incarnation had always been plan A
· From before the beginning the Godhead agreed
· The Trinity of Father, Son and Spirit
· In perfect unity and purest love agreed that this is what they would do.
· Not only would they create humanity
· They would create us with the capacity to choose independence from God
· To live independently of God
· Because love is only love if it is free
· Then the Son would come to rescue us from the consequences of our independent living
· And if that wasn’t enough…
· He Gives us his Spirit to live within us
· He’s gone to prepare a place for us 
· And He’s coming back to take us home!
· But I get ahead of myself.

Value
· How is value determined?
· By the price someone is willing to pay for it.
· Be it art, antiques, real estate, old baseball cards or starting pitchers…
· Value is determined by the price another is willing to pay for it.
· That being the cause – You Are Priceless!
· Before creation the Trinity determined that you were worth the greatest price of all.
· You were worth the Son
· For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son.
· God loves the world extravagantly
· Jesus is the measure of that extravagance
· 1John 3:1
· “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!”
· And to be clear, this wasn’t imposed upon Jesus
· It wasn’t like… 
· OK, I don’t want to disappoint Dad
· I know this will make him happy
· So, I’ll suck it up and do this for him
· NO!
· Jesus did this of his own accord:
· John 10:14-18
· 14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me - 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father - and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life - only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
· We were held hostage by our own independence
· And Jesus himself was the ransom
· God so loved us that Jesus sacrificed his life that we might be free.
· Galatians 5:1
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
· 
· No matter how you feel about yourself this morning
· You are NOT worthless
· You are priceless!
· May we all live in the fullness of that very expensive freedom!

Scope

· Let’s remember that Jesus is speaking the a Jewish Pharisee
· When Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:7 
· You must be born again
· He refuted the popular Jewish idea of the way to salvation. 
· Now Jesus refutes the popular Jewish idea of the scope of salvation
· for God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes…

· Jesus is blowing up God box after God box
· Born again?
· Trinity gave the son??
· God LOVES the world?
· Whoever believes?
· Nicodemus must have been going tilt
· All of his long standing, finely tuned theological positions are getting rock!
· And rocked by God in the flesh!!
· Much like Christians today, the Jews viewed salvation as exclusive
· They had no theological box for “whoever believes”. 
· The universal offer of salvation and life in Jesus was absolutely revolutionary.


Whoever Believes
· Whoever means whoever
· Strong’s Concordance defines it as:
· “each, every, any, all, the whole, everyone”
· Not a limiting term
· Not exclusive but inclusive
· Believes
· This is the only qualifier in Jesus’ profound paradigm shifting statement
· The root word used here for “believes” is once again pistis
· I’ve covered this term a few times now.
· Often translated faith or belief
· David Guzik in his commentary on John 3:16 says of this word:
· “Believes means much more than intellectual awareness or agreement. It means to trust in, to rely on, and to cling to.”
· In our culture the word “trust” better communicates the author’s original intent.
· Trust offers a fuller understanding than the words faith or belief
· It’s much more than agreement with doctrinal principals or tenants of faith
· It’s relational
· It requires relationship
· Jesus came from relationship - Trinity
· And all he does is relational
· Trust
· Trust is the only qualifier
· Of course it is
· It has to be
· It couldn’t be any other way 
· Your life right here, right now, with all it’s circumstances is all about developing trust in a God who is rich in mercy and loves you lavishly.


Shall not perish but have eternal life
· The intention of God's love: 
· Shall not perish. 
· God's love actually saves man from being eternal ly separated from God. 
· God looks at humanity and does not want it to perish
· So he sends himself as the ransom
· Jesus didn’t come to save us from the Father’s wrath
· He came to save us from living independently of God.

· The destination is relationship
· And the journey is relational
· The Promise is Eternal
· Life eternal
· Joining that circle of perfect unity and purest love
· With Father, Son and Spirit
· Eternally with those who’ve existed before time.
· Being loved eternally with a love that never fades, never wanes, never changes
· Human hearts may grow cold
· God’s never has and never will.

So what does this leave us with?
· We have God the Father, Son and Spirit especially fond of, welcoming in and dearly loving the inhabitants of the Universe. Paying the greatest ransom for the greatest treasure, offering the greatest prize – eternal life within this Divine circle of perfect unity and purest love. With one singular qualifier, trust me.
· For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. ~ John 3:16
· I’m not a real smart man but this sounds like the greatest deal in the Universe.

Ministry Time
· Choose Ministry Team Members
· Invite them forward
· Is there anyone here today would like to take Jesus up on this offer?
· Can we pray for you?
· Is there anyone else who needs prayer today?
· Maybe like Nicodemus your God box has been disrupted today
· Please, Come on down and let us pray for you.
· Close in Prayer
