Insights for 2010
I. Intro

1. Merry Christmas – Happy New Year!

A. Missed you guys!!

a. Between the blizzard and the holidays feels like I haven’t seen many of you for too long!

B. Thrilled to have both my children with us this morning

a. I couldn’t more proud of both of them

b. Nadine and I are truly blessed

2. Open Bibles to Matthew 8:18-27
3. Taking a break from my series based on the book…

A. “unChristian” by David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons

B. But I do have more to share on it and will most likely return to it next Sunday
4. Two Weeks Ago: Inseparable

A. I felt the need to give you a word of encouragement 

a. That God’s Love for you was…
i. Inseparable, Inescapable, Incomparable

· God loves you lavishly, abundantly and extravagantly!

b. We ended with that powerful Graham Cooke video titled Inheritance

i. God loves you, because he loves you, because he loves you…. Because that’s who he is!

· Powerful!

5. Last Week we were snowed out

6. Today: Insights for 2010

A. I asked the Lord to speak to me about the upcoming year and he did.
B. This morning I want to share with you what he revealed to me.

7. Read & Pray: Matthew 8:18-27
 18When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake.19Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go."

 20Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."

 21Another disciple said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father."

 22But Jesus told him, "Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead."

Jesus Calms the Storm

 23Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!"

 26He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.

 27The men were amazed and asked, "What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!"
A. Pray…

II. Insights for 2010
1. I prayed and asked the Lord to give me some insight for the year ahead

2. The first thing I received was this account from Matthew 8

A. I believe that will metaphorically live out this text in 2010

B. First Impressions

a. Vs. 18 Jesus… gave orders to cross to the other side
b. Vs. 24a Without warning, a furious storm came up…
c. Vs. 24b The waves swept over the boat
d. Vs. 24c Jesus was sleeping

e. Vs. Jesus’ reply, action and result
i. "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?
ii. Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves
iii. It was completely calm.
3. Jesus gave order for change – transition
A. To go from one place to another

a. To go to the other side

B. The Bridge – Long Island is still in transition

a. God has ordered up some changes

b. It’s a major reason that Nadine and I are here

i. We are change agents

4. There will be storms

A. Unexpected

a. Without warning

B. They will be furious

a. No small thing

b. Profession fishermen who made their lives on the water reacted strongly to this storm in verse 25
i. "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!"

5. The waves will be bigger than us

A. Our boat (this church) will feel overwhelmed

6. Jesus IS with us

7. Faith will be required for 2010

A. Hebrew 11:1

a. “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”

b. Faith is trusting God in the absence of empirical evidence

c. It’s trusting for WHAT God says before you know HOW he’s going to do it

d. We will need this kind of faith in 2010

8. Fears will be addressed, questioned

A. Circumstances will stir our fears

a. What do you fear?

b. A circumstance requiring faith will challenge that fear in 2010

9. God himself will contend with the storm

A. The battle belongs to the Lord

B. It will not be a man sized battle and it will require a God sized response

10. The end will be peace

A. Complete peace

B. Don’t jump ship in 2010

III. Additional Insights
1. For The Bridge - Long Island

A. I saw a potter with his hands on the clay
a. He is the potter, we are the clay

b. Jeremiah 18:1-6 came to mind

i. 1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD : 2 "Go down to the potter's house, and there I will give you my message." 3 So I went down to the potter's house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.  5 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6 "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?" declares the LORD. "Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.

ii. God has both hands on us, shaping us, molding us as he sees fit

c. We’ll experience the 4 step process of creating pottery in 2010

i. Preparing the clay

ii. Shaping the clay

iii. Decorating and glazing the clay

iv. Firing the clay

· I believe we’re all at different steps in the process

d. The word of an old Vineyard song came to mind as well

i. Change my heart oh God
Make it ever true 
Change my heart oh God
May I be like You 

You are the potter
I am the clay
Mold me and make me 
This is what I pray 
· Yield – don’t resist his hand in 2010

B. Tri Level Chess Board
a. I saw a tri level chess board

b. I saw pieces moving all over the board

i. Many pieces moving and all very fast

· The hand and pieces were a blur

c. I believe it represents God strategically moving people into place for his Kingdom purposes

i. Some will move higher, some deeper, some further across the board than expected… 

· all very quickly

· All by His hand

C. I see international connections

a. Lines, red lines connecting NY to other cities around the world

i. UK and Asia for sure but others as well

2. Beyond The Bridge
A. The World
a. I saw the earth expand and contract

i. It’s reminded me of a woman in labor

ii. Large earthquakes

iii. That which has been hidden will be revealed

· Politically, Scientifically, Geophysically

· Significant discoveries revealed from crack in the earth

b. 2010 will be a year of pain with purpose for much of the world

B. The USA

a. I see enemies, dark, shadowy enemies from without and with in

b. Orchestrated and coordinated attacks against our way of life

i. More spiritual and psychological than physical

· Weaponry is economic

c. It’s very important to pray for President Obama

i. Protection

ii. Wisdom

iii. Wise advisors

· Eyes that see the truth

· Ears that hear the truth

iv. Help on his spiritual journey

d. I see dark places along the boarder states and at the heart of the nation

e. But there are strongholds of light scattered throughout the land
i. Places emanating the light of God, the life of God and God’s truth

f. New sounds of worship, adoration and high praise will arise…

· From both the light places and the dark

· For God… and not for God

g. Apple Tree

i. I see three very ripe apples falling from a large apple tree

ii. I believe that 3 older apostolic leaders will fall away… go home

h. Orbs of light

i. I see orbs of light

ii. Different sizes, different colors, different intensities of light and color

iii. All being sent out from the Northeast

iv. Sent all across the US

v. To all corners and everywhere in between.

IV. Ministry Time
1. Personal Prophetic ministry

2. Words for 2010

3. Let’s Pray
