Prophetic Insights for 2017

Intro
· Happy New Year!
· A week late
· Open Bibles to John 10
· I will get back to my series on our Ethos and Values next week
· With a look at Destiny
· Today, as is my custom, I want to kick off the new year by sharing with you some prophetic insights I’ve received for the coming year
· You might want to take notes
· This message and my sermon notes will be posted on my personal website and on the church’s website. 
· I have a lot to share, let’s jump right in!

2017
· 2017 is personal
· Not regional, national or international
· It’s all personal 
· For me, for you, your family and your community

· Bible Chapter for 2017
· John 10
· Read it
· Meditate on it
· Study it
· Pray the truths within it back to God
· If the bible were a treasure map, John 10 is the “X” that marks the spot of the treasure for each of you in 2017
· Dig there
· Dig often
· Dig deep
· Here is a nugget to get you started:
· In John 10:11and 14 Jesus says: “I am the Good Shepherd.”
· Jesus IS THE GOOD shepherd.
· Jesus IS right now, present tense, the good shepherd of your life
· Jesus is THE good shepherd of all good shepherds
· He is THE good shepherd over and above all and any good shepherds
· Jesus is the GOOD shepherd
· He is ALWAYS good, he never waivers from his goodness
· He is always good, he is never anything but good
· Jesus is the good SHEPHERD
· Who loves you, his sheep, enough to lay day his very life for you!
· X marks the spot, dig deep

· Theme for 2017 is this:
· Listen
· God is always speaking but sadly few listen.
· It’s much like a radio
· God is always broadcasting
· In 2017 is would be a very good idea to turn your spiritual radio on, tune in and listen.
· God has much to say to you about:
· You
· Your life
· Your family
· Your calling and destiny
· And especially his heart toward you
· God can and will speak through others for you and about you
· But in 2017 He wants to speak directly to you.
· I encourage you to Listen carefully to the voice of God in 2017


· The Verse of the Year is:
· John 10:27
· “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”
· It’s always important to listen to God’s voice
· It will be very important that you listen to God for yourself in 2017
· John Wimber once said that the Christian life is as easy and as difficult as this:
· Listen and Obey
· In 2017 we need to echo Jesus’ words in John 10:27:
· Listen and follow
· Listen for His voice 
· And follow where He leads
· Many of you are facing big decisions right now
· Many will need divine guidance is the months ahead
· Listen to His voice
· He knows all about you and what you’re facing
· He will direct you, follow his lead
· It begins with listening
· God can speak to you at anytime and under any circumstances
· Yet, I have found it helpful, to set aside time where I can offer him my undivided attention.
· You might find that helpful as well.
 
· Color of the Year
· Brown
· Metaphorically the color brown represents compassion
· Based on my dream and visions teachings
· 2017 will be a year of compassion
· The giving and receiving of compassion
· Between people
· Between us and God
· Matthew 9:36
· “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”
· The Good Shepherd has compassion his sheep and on the shepherd-less.
· In Ancient Hebrew Compassion means
· To have a feeling of deep sympathy, from the depths of your being, and sorrow for another who is stricken by misfortune, accompanied by a strong desire to alleviate the suffering.
· Three symbols
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· Water: Chaos, mighty, blood
· Tent wall: outside, divide, half
· Head of man: first, top, blessing
· Reading from right to left it means
· God the Father bringing you into his tent or covering to protect you with his mighty power from the chaos.
· Jesus uses the same word from Matthew 9:36 in Luke 15:20 when describing the Heavenly Father to us in the Story of the Prodigal Son
· Luke 15:20
· “So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.”
· God our Father sees us while we are still a far way off and FILLED with compassion…
· With this feeling of deep sympathy, from the depths of His divine being, and sorrow for us who have been stricken by misfortune, accompanied by His strong desire to alleviate our suffering…. 
· God the Father runs to us, throws his arms around us and kisses us!
· He brings us into his tent, into his arms and protects us with his mighty love!
· That’s the compassion of God toward us in this coming year
· And the ultimate picture of compassion we are to share with one another

· The Number of the Year
· The number for the year is 10
· This is how I got it… 2+1+7 =10
· The number 10 means Journey, wilderness or Pastor (Pastoral)
· 2017 will be a journey out of the wilderness for many
· God will lead you out of the wilderness and into his promises 
· And he will do it pastorally.
· Like a good shepherd
· With the heart of a loving father
· The same Greek word used for Shepherd in John 10 verses 11 and 14 is also translated pastor
· Look for the number 10 this year, it will be a personal sign to you from God.
· To encourage you
· To guide you
· To give you hope
· To remind you of his presence
· Speaking of God as our pastoral good shepherd leading us out of the wilderness…
· Let’s consider Psalm 23
· Please, close your eyes
· Just listen to these words
· And let a phrase capture your heart…

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
     He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
     he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
    for his name’s sake.
 Even though I walk
    through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.
 You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
 Surely your goodness and love will follow me
    all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
· Hold on to that phrase, it is for you personally.
· Write it down, keep it with you
· Let it be a constant reminder of God’s heart toward you this year

· Key Word for 2017
· Relationship
· The key phrase for 2017 is this:
· It’s ALL about relationship.
· Vertical and Horizontal
· Everything is about relationship
· Everything, everything, everything.
· Family
· Neighbors
· Church
· Work
· School
· Everything
· Take care which voices you listen to in 2017
· God has much to say to you personally in 2017
· So does the enemy
· And you will follow the voice you listen to.
· The heart of God is to cultivate healthy, life giving relationship between you and Him
· And between you and others
· The enemy’s plan is to divide and conquer
· To drive a wedge between you and God
· And to isolate you from others
· Cultivate the garden of your relationships

· The Four Seasons
· Winter
· Will be a time of rest
· A time to think, dream, imagine and ponder
· It’s a time to talk to God about the coming year
· Spring
· Will be a time of new beginnings
· A time to put those dreams into action
· A time to come out of darkness into light
· It will be a time to risk 
· and take actions inspired by your trust in God
· Trust developed from the times of listening
· Summer
· Will be a time of celebration
· A time to celebrate God
· A time to celebrate one another
· A time to celebrate you
· Who you are 
· And what God is doing in your life
· Fall
· Will be a time of blessing
· A time to truly reap for all you have sown in previous seasons
· It will be a time of drawing near with family and close friends
· Seasons of Rest, New Beginning, Celebration and Blessings in 2017

· Pictures
· I asked the Lord for 12 pictures
· One for each month of the coming year
· And this is what I saw:

· January
· I saw a jack in the box springing open
· Childlike surprises are coming your way in January
· Also this… “Pop goes the weasel”
· The weasel will be exposed in January.
· Two things for January: 
· Pleasant and fun childlike surprises
· And a weasel with be exposed and “popped”

· February
· It could be because my birthday is in February but I saw someone blowing out candles on a birthday cake
· February is a time to make a wish, God is celebrating you and listening to the desires of your heart.
· So, close your eyes, breathe in deeply and Dream God-sized dreams in the month of February

· March
· I see the legs of an army. They are rising up and marching forward together
· March is a time to come together, take a stand, rise up and march forth as one.
· There will be great power in unity
· Pay close attention to what happens on Saturday, March 4, 2017.
· It is a day to march forth
· God is speaking in it.

· April
· I get a play on words for April. 
· April is a time to make an appeal.
· Appeal means:
· To make a serious or urgent request, typically to the public or…
· To apply to a higher court for a reversal of the decision of a lower court.
· I believe that both apply
· I believe that Intersession is critical for the month of April
· To make a public appeal to heaven
· This appeal precedes justice
· Divine justice for injustices suffered

· May
· I see open doors for May
· The appeals of April lead to open doors in May
· Doors that were locked and closed are now unlocked and open
· Doors of invitation, opportunity and access
· Open doors mean favor
· Favor where it didn’t exist before
· Favor on earth and favor with heaven
· Favor with men and favor with God

· June
· I see and hear wedding bells for June
· God will be speaking as Bridegroom to His Bride
· Expect intimate communication
· Tender and loving Pillow Talk with God
· And a spiritual honeymoon
· This is not a time of public or corporate communication
· This is a time of loving, heart to heart, one on one communication.
· God will be speaking specifically to you about you
· And probably your and His relationship
· Like a bridegroom to his Bride

· July
· I see a change of direction in July
· A 90 degree turn to the left
· A turn toward destiny and divine purpose
· Pay attention in July
· This sharp and dramatic turn will come suddenly
· Unless we listen and pay close attention we will keep going in the same direction while God has made a change
· This can lead to confusion and frustration
· God is telling us now so that we won’t be confused, angry and upset with him later
· Things change drastically in July
· This is the time where we not just listen to the Good Shepherd’s voice but also follow where he leads

· August
· Another play on word for August
· A Gust of the Holy Spirit in August
· The winds of Pentecost will blow in August
· Acts 2:2
· “Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.”
· The change of direction in July positions us for the winds of August
· Acts 1:4-5, 8-9
· On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
· But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
·  A significant change (Jesus’ assentation) preceded a might gust of the Holy Spirit
· Take note:
· It was the sudden SOUND of a blowing violent wind from heaven that filled the house
· Listen for the sounds of heaven in August

· September
· I see an eagle in flight with snow covered mountains in the background.
· All people but especially Prophetic people, people with eyes that see and ears that hear are being called up higher in September
· Revelation 4:1
· After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.”
· Open doors
· Voices speaking
· Spiritual experience in the heavenly realm
· Divine instruction and direction
· There are divine appointments for heavenly experiences in September
· For many it will be the first time
· Prepare yourself to be stunned and amazed
· For many these experiences with foster profound theological and philosophical paradigm shifts
· As John Wimber has said:
· “Once someone has crossed the line and had the experience (of the Holy Spirit), it alters their paradigm. Now let me say this in an unqualified way. Experience alters theology.”
· As a result, Isaiah 55:8-9 will become personal and real for many:
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
    neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the Lord.
“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.

· October
· I see smashing pumpkins
· Jack-o-lanterns smashing on a front porch
· Demonic strongholds will come down in October
· It will happen…
· House by house and family by family
· Generational strong holds will be defeated
· Embolden by the voice of God and time in His presence…
·  I see people stepping up and taking hold of that which had taken hold of them…
· And boldly saying..
· No More!
· Not Here!
· Not Now!
· Not in My House!
· Not in my Life!
· And smashing these strongholds to the ground – for good!
· Matthew 11:12
· From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force.
· I see this over households and families
· I see pastors doing this for their church
· And even whole cities… the invitation is theirs
· Freedom is October’s cry!
· Galatians 5:1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”

· November
· Reminiscent of Thanksgiving I see family sitting around a large table filled with food. The atmosphere is filled with both deep love and great joy.
· November is a time reconciliation and restoration
· Especially among family members
· God will do what was thought impossible
· The broken strongholds of October pave the way for healing in November.
· Many families will personally experience the words of Malachi 4:6
· “He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents.”
· Tables once empty will be filled
· Hearts once broken will be whole
· I see double portions for everyone
· Everything that was lost will be restored





· December
· This is funny
· I heard the words we often hear toward the end of an infomercial 
· “But wait, there’s more!”
· Just when you though things couldn’t get any better…
· God has more for you in December
· For many December, especially the Christmas season is a time of deep pain
· God says, not in 2017
· In December God is giving out 
· Beauty for ashes and joy for mourning
· Isaiah 61:1-3
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
    because the Lord has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
    to proclaim freedom for the captives
    and release from darkness for the prisoners,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor
    and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn,
    and provide for those who grieve in Zion -
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
    instead of ashes,
the oil of joy
    instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
    instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
    a planting of the Lord
    for the display of his splendor.

· Also, new gifts in December
· Isaiah 11:2 gifts
· The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him - the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord
· Spiritual manifestations of 
· God’s sovereignty
· Wisdom
· Understanding
· Counsel
· Might
· Knowledge
· And a healthy and true understanding of the fear of the Lord will be distributed as gifts to the children of God.

· Take note:
· The specific applications may differ from person to person
· Also, I know I shared a lot, if you want, my notes will be posted online with the audio recording of this message

One Last Thing:
· I saw a baseball diamond
· People are being promoted spiritual
· A ball to Double A League
· Double A to Triple A
· And Triple A to the Major Leagues
· People will be set in place at each level
· You will know your position on the team and bet set in place
· Those who are team players will do very well and experience success together
· The training can be very hard work
· But it a game to be enjoyed
· God’s intends for it to be fun
· Lots of fun

Quick Review
· 2017 is personal
· John 10 is chapter of the year
· Listen is the theme
· John 10:27 is the verse
· “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”
· Brown representing compassion is the color of the year
· God’s compassion toward you
· 10 is the number of the year
· A pastoral journey out of the wilderness
· Key word is Relationship
· Key phrase is this: “It’s ALL about Relationship”
· 4 Seasons: Rest, New Beginning, Celebration and Blessings
· Revelation for Each Month
· Jan: Jack in the box
· Feb: Blowing out birthday candles
· Mar: Marching forward together
· Apr: Making a appeal to heaven
· May: Open Doors
· June: Wedding Bells, intimate communion with God
· July: A left turn toward destiny
· Aug: A gust of wind, the Holy Spirit
· Sept: Eagle and Mountains, a call up higher
· Oct: Smashing Pumpkins, freedom from strongholds
· Nov: Family around the table, restoration and reconciliation
· Dec: “But Wait There’s More”
· Beauty for ashes and joy for mourning
· Isaiah 11:2 The 7 Spirits of God gifts given
· One more thing: Baseball metaphor
· Promotion and positions

Ministry Time
· Personal Prophetic Words
· As the Spirit leads and time allows

· Let’s Pray
· Lord we give you 2017
· We give you our lives
· Come and have your way in us oh God
· Give us ears that hear you like we never have before
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Help us walk more closely with you than ever before
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