Galatians 1:11-24

Intro
· Open Bibles to Galatians 1
· A few weeks ago, I began a new series of messages based on Paul’s letter to the Galatians
· Today we’ll finish up chapter 1
· I plan on leaving room for words of knowledge after the message 
· So, please be listening to the Holy Spirit 
· Back Story on Galatians
· Paul is writing to the Galatian churches because…
· Jewish Christians have been trailing behind him on his missionary journeys tell people that grace is not enough
· That Law must be added to grace for people to be saved
· That people need to adhere to Jewish laws and customs to truly be Christians
· A special emphasis seems to have been placed on the Jewish custom of circumcision
· Paul’s letter is a passionate response
· Disagreeing with the Jewish agitators
· And his shock at the Galatians

· Today we pick up where we left off last week
· Paul has expressed how appalled he is with both the deception of the Jews…
· And the Galatians who have believed them
· And he passionately argues that the Gospel of Grace is the only true Gospel
· Given to Paul by God alone
· He states emphatically that he is NOT a people pleaser,
· As he has been falsely accused
· And that this Gospel is NOT a message he received from man
· Not even one of the other apostles

· Today Paul shares some of his personal testimony to prove this last point
· That he has not received this Gospel of Grace from anyone other than God Himself
· Let’s read beginning at verse 11

Verses 11-12
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin.  I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.
· Here Paul is communicating clearly and plainly that…
· The Gospel of Grace is not man made
· It is not of earthly origin
· It is not Paul’s concept
· But God’s
· He is telling the Galatians 
· And us as well
· That Grace is God’s idea
· That this Good News came by Divine Revelation
· That is was supernaturally revealed to him by Jesus Christ himself

· Almost everyone hears the gospel from someone else
· This is the typical way that the gospel is communicated
· As Romans 10:14-15 says:
· How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
· That’s the norm
· But Paul’s experience was not "normal" 
· Paul received the gospel in a dramatic fashion
· By a direct revelation from God
· When He encountered Jesus on the road to Damascus.
· There are stories to this day of Muslims having dreams about Jesus and giving their lives over to Him
· I had a friend in Washington that grew up in a Muslin home
· He had a vision
· Jesus came to Him
· And as a result, he became a Christian
· A man of great faith

· Here in Galatians 1
· Paul Continues by sharing some of his personal testimony
· His personal spiritual journey through Judaism

Verses 13-14
For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers.
· This is the BC portion of Paul’s testimony
· The “Before Christ” part
· Before his amazing, life altering encounter with Christ… 
· Paul was a zealot
· A fiery, passionate, Hebrew zealot
· He was a Jew among Jews
· A Pharisee among Pharisees
· Far advanced in the faith beyond his contemporaries
· So much so that he persecuted Christians intensely 
· And tried to destroy the church
· The book of Acts offers some insight into this part of Paul (Saul of Tarusus’) life



· Acts 7:55-58 ends with the stoning of Stephen
· But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
· “Young man” here literally means, "a man in his prime."
· They placed their coats at his feet because…
· Saul stood there as the "supervisor" of the operation. 
· The overseer of the stoning
· He was a member of the Sanhedrin
· And like the others, he had also approved of Stephen's execution.
· And Acts 8:1-3 begins with…
· On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison.
· Saul of Tarsus was a bad dude
· An extremely dangerous religious zealot
· And God in his great mercy and amazing grace rescues this man from himself and his mistaken ways
· God calls him, and entrusts to him this message of salvation to the non-jewish world
· People, God’s ways are not our ways
· Not a one of us would have chosen Saul of Tarsus for this assignment
· Let this encourage you in the outlandish things God has called you to do
Verses 15-17, Paul continues:
But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult any human being. I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus.
· The KJV translates verse 15 this way:
· But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace
· This was God’s doing, not Paul’s
· Paul wasn’t out search for a new truth or a new way
· He was set and well established in his way
· And God sort him out
· And it pleased God to do so

· Here Paul is referring to his dramatic encounter with the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus
· Set apart from the womb
· Paul obviously has Isaiah 49:1 in mind here:
· “Before I was born the Lord called me; from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.”
· Before Paul did anything
· Good or evil
· God called him
· 100% Pure grace
· Not one ounce performance based
· For Paul this Gospel of grace isn’t theoretical
· He has lived it
· Called by grace alone
· For there was no merit he could rely upon
· He was terrorizing Christians
· And in that place God extends kindness, love, mercy and grace to enemy #1 among the Christian churches
· Astonishing!

· On this passage, Martin Luther writes:
· "Did God call me on account of my holy life?  Or on account of my pharsaical religion?  Or on account of my prayers, fastings, and works? Never.  Well, then, it is certain God did not call me on account of my blasphemies, persecutions, oppressions.  What prompted Him to call me?  His grace alone."

· Concerning this John Calvin adds:
· "He wanted to show that his calling depended on the secret election of God, and that he was ordained an apostle, not because he had fitted himself for undertaking such an office by his own industry or because God had discerned that he was worthy of having it bestowed on him, but because, before he was born, he had been set apart by the secret purpose of God."

· In verse 15 Paul writes that God “set me apart”
· NKJV uses the word “separated”
· Separated is an important word.  
· The Greek word aphorizo (ah-fa-read-zo) is related to the word used as a title for the religious elite in Paul's day, 
· These "separated ones" were known as the Pharisees.  
· Before Paul came to Jesus, he was an important Pharisee 
· Describing his life before Christ Paul writes in Philippians 3:4b-6
· If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 
· For all his zealous religious achievements Paul was separated
· But not to God
· Now, through the grace of Jesus, he was truly separated unto God
· So, Jesus is clearly revealed to Paul
· And he is commissioned to preach grace to the gentiles
· Of this Commentator David Guzik writes:
· Does God have a sense of humor?  He selects a man before he is born for the job of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles.  And that man grows up hating Gentiles, and believing that the only reason God made Gentiles was so they would fuel the fires of hell.
· God’s ways are not our ways

· And how does Paul respond to this divine encounter and calling?
· Oddly, He does NOT seek out the 12 apostles
· After his conversion, Paul doesn’t immediately seek out the counsel of others
· Not even the apostles in Jerusalem…
· I think I would have
· But he didn't need to, because the gospel had been directly revealed to him by Jesus.
· Instead, Paul goes to Arabia
· And then, later on, he returned to Damascus
· He was not influenced, persuaded nor indoctrinated by the disciples
· He was however, profoundly impacted by a supernatural experience with Almighty God

Verses 18-20
Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days. I saw none of the other apostles - only James, the Lord’s brother. I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no lie.
· It was three years until he met any of the apostles
· He visited with Cephas (Peter) for a couple of weeks
· And while he was there he saw James the brother of Jesus
· Paul wasn’t taught the gospel from the apostles, 
· He had been a Christian for three years before even meeting the apostles - Peter and James.
· The language used here for acquainted indicates that Paul was visiting
· Not summoned
· This was a casual encounter with Peter
· Not an examination of Paul’s faith
· And not indoctrination by Peter

Verses 21-24
[bookmark: _GoBack]Then I went to Syria and Cilicia. I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. They only heard the report: “The man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” And they praised God because of me.
· It was then that Paul continued on to Syria and Cilicia
· He was blissfully anonymous to the Judean churches
· They had heard the amazing story of Saul of Tarsus’ miraculous transformation into The Apostle Paul
· And how he now preached a message of salvation by grace alone, through faith alone
· And they thanked God for the marvelous work in this man’s life

· Paul's whole point in the second part of this chapter is important.  
· His gospel was true, and his experience was valid…
· because it really came from God.
  
· We will pick up the rest of Paul’s story when we begin our look at Galatians chapter 2 next week.

Let’s Pray:
· Oh God, let us experience you with same power that Paul experienced you
· Work the revelation of your truth as deeply into our hearts…
· As you worked it into Paul’s
· Grant each of us a powerful revelation of your great grace.

Ministry Time:
· Who has a word of knowledge?

