What is a Spirit Filled Church?

Intro
· Open bibles to 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
· The past few weeks I’ve been offering a series of “One Of” messages
· Freedom
· One of my highest personal values
· It IS for freedom that Christ has set us free
· 5 Love Languages
· Practical tips on how to more effective love one another
· Vineyard History
· Mother’s Day is a significant day in Vineyard History
· It’s good for the tribe to be reminded of her story from time to time.
· Freedom in the Spirit
· Where the spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom
· 2 Corinthians 3:17
· The freedom specifically addressed here is:
· Freedom of Access
· Access to the Lord
· Last week:
· Carolyn Read spoke on the Faithfulness of God
· Thank you Carolyn
· Today
· Another “One of” message
· It’s been quite a while since the Lord has done this with me
· But I feel like it’s Him and I’m going with it.
· Last week was Pentecost Sunday
· And I made the pronouncement that…
· The Charlottetown Vineyard IS a Spirit filled church
· The we are intentionally and unapologetically a Spirit filled church
· I hold that to be true
· The thought occurred to me this week
· What does that mean?
· What does it mean to be a Spirit filled church?
· I want to address that question today
· Or at least begin to address it
· From a unique perspective
· Read and Pray: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
· This portion of scripture is broken into two sections
· Verses 10-17
· Division over leaders
· Verses 18-31
· The power and wisdom of God
· Eventually I will focus on verse 23
· More specifically the words “stumbling block”
A Church Divided Over Leaders
10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.11 My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”
13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel - not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
Christ Crucified Is God’s Power and Wisdom
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.
26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things - and the things that are not - to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God - that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
· Context
· The author is clearly The apostle Paul
· Chapter 1 verse 1 says
· This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and from our brother Sosthenes. (sos-then-ace)
· Sosthenes was a Christian brother and friend of Paul
· Probably written between the years AD 53-55
· The overall theme of this letter is: 
· Christian lifestyle in a pagan society.
· Quite applicable to our modern day experience
· Back Story: 
· Corinth was a large, bustling, wealthy city. 
· Because of its location, goods and people from around the world flowed in and out of its ports. 
· It was a center for art, philosophy, and religion. 
· It contained a number of pagan temples including large ones to Apollo and Aphrodite. 
· The city had a reputation for vice, immorality, and debauchery. 
· A modern day Las Vegas “Sin City”
· Or maybe NYC
· Paul spent 18 months establishing a church in Corinth during his second missionary journey 
· You can read about it in Acts chapter 18
· This letter, composed three of four years later, was written in response to reports Paul received concerning problems in the church.
· As a pastor I’m strangely comforted that the early church had problems too
· Characteristics: 
· The Corinthian church destroys the myth of the early church as the model for us to imitate! 
· Seduction by the surrounding pagan culture and a hyper-spirituality had led this church into a host of problems. 
· As a result, 1 Corinthians is full of information about how a Christian lifestyle differs from that of the culture as a whole. 
· The letter has two major parts
· Chapters 1-6 deals with four problems reported to Paul (chapter 1:11)
· My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 
· Chapters 7-15 looks at a variety of issues about which the Corinthians had written to Paul
· Chapter 7 begins…
· “Now for the matters you wrote about”

· The Church at Corinth was Spirit filled and it had problems
· Verses 10-13 address one of the problems
· 10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.11 My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? 
· The early church was divided
· It was divided in Corinth
· It was divided over people and cultures
· It was divided over personalities and leaders
· It was divided over opinions and preferences 
· The church hasn’t changed all that much in 2000 years
· We’re still divided over those very same issues
· I follow this guy
· I follow that guy
· I follow the other guy
· I appeal to you as Paul did to the Corinthians in verse 10
· I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.
· Wouldn’t that be awesome?
· It would!
· But that might require a miracle
· Yet it is exactly what Jesus requested of the Father when he prayed on our behalf in John 17:20-23
· “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, (that’s you and me) 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - 23 I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
· That we would be one to the degree that Jesus and the Father are one.
· Wow! That’s some serious oneness.
· With all my heart I believe that the Father will answer that prayer one day
· We’ve seen glimpses of it
· It’s possible because all things are possible with God
· But, obviously, we the church universal, we have a long way to go on this unity thing.
· Maybe the world doesn’t know because of our disunity?
· In John 13:34-35 Jesus said:
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· So, What is a Spirit-filled Church?
· #1 A truly Spirit filled church is a place where love is valued above all else
· Where the fruit of love… unity is evident to all
· To those inside and especially to those outside the church
· After nearly 40 years as a Christian and 30 of them as a pastor I’ve noticed that the common enemies of this type of community are:
· Church politics
· Opinions
· Offences
· And gossip
· They’re like cancer to a body
· They cultivate the exact opposite of love and unity
· Sometimes the best thing we can do
· The most loving thing we can do
· The most spiritual thing we can do is:
· Hold our tongue
· James 3:6-10
· The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being tamed and have been tamed by mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be.
· Apparently this was a problem for the early church. 

· Verses 18-19
· 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written:
· “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”
· Here Paul is quoting Isaiah 29:14
· This was a problem for the church then and…
· It’s still a problem for the church today
· Especially for the church in the west because we exalt human wisdom and intelligence above all else

· Paul goes on in verse 20
· He really let’s them have it
· 20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
· The Message communicates verse 20 this way:
· I’ll turn conventional wisdom on its head,
I’ll expose so-called experts as crackpots.
· Where are the intellectuals?
· Where are the theologians?
· Where are the famous self-help experts of our day?
· Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
· Yes he has

· So, what is a Spirit filled Church?
· #2 The truly Spirit filled church will embrace God’s ways over their own opinions, experiences, training, human wisdom, logic and reason.
· Isaiah 55:8-9
· “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
    neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the Lord.
“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.
· We, the church of the west, we still don’t get this
· God’s ways can and may appear as foolishness to us.
· How do I know this?
· Because they appeared as foolishness to the Corinthians 
· Because when He colors outside of our lines we get offended

· Verse 21-25
·  21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.
· The foolishness of God is wiser than our human wisdom, logic reason and understand
· And what we perceive as a weakness, is actually divine strength
·  These verse keep me humble
· God does some weird stuff
· Stuff that upset so many of the spiritual experts of Christ’s day that they killed him
· Verse 23 uses the words “stumbling block”
· A polite interpretation
· The Greek word used here is skandalon
· What does that sound like?
· Scandal or scandalous, right?
· Jesus was so scandalous to the religious culture of his day that they crucified him
· When was the last time you did something scandalous for Jesus?
· Strong’s defines it this way:
· Any impediment placed in the way and causing one to stumble or fall, (a stumbling block, occasion of stumbling) i.e. a rock which is a cause of stumbling
· Figuratively: applied to Jesus Christ, whose person and career were so contrary to the expectations of the Jews concerning the Messiah, that they rejected him and by their obstinacy made shipwreck of their salvation
· Ouch!
· In my best attempts to follow God and do what the Spirit is leading I’ve been a stumbling block to others
· I’ve been contrary to others expectations
· How about you?

So, what is a Spirit filled church?
· #3 From time to time a truly Spirit filled church will be socially scandalous to the religious norms of the day
· Along the way we will have to make choices
· Will I choose respectability or the anointing?
· Will I choose what’s socially acceptable or will I follow the leading of the Holy Spirit?
· Will I live under the tyranny of the fear of man
·  Or will I follow, trust and obey God
· Jesus was scandalous
· Martin Luther was scandalous
· Evan Roberts was scandalous
· John Wimber was scandalous
· John Arnott was scandalous
· All of these were absolutely scandalous to the church of their day.
· Nadine and I have lived in big cities and small towns
· There are so many blessing living in a small town or community
· However, one of the down sides is this:
· Good news travels fast and bad news travels faster.
· Right?
· Most people who live in small towns live under the fear of:
· What will the neighbors think?
· Or, what will people say?
· Imagine what the neighbors thought of Peter, Andrew, James and John when they left their fishing business to follow Jesus and become fishers of men?
· When I left a great paying job with amazing benefits and job security in NYC to plant a church in WV my family thought I was crazy!
· And from the perspective of human wisdom, reason, logic and understanding it was.
· I had a wife and two small children
· I had never lived outside NYC before
· I was taking a 60% pay cut
· And a cushy office job to be a laborer
· His ways are NOT our ways
· I had to sacrifice my cultural upbringing to follow God
· So did the apostles
· And so may you
· There are highly held social and cultural values on this Island that you may think are God’s ways
· But they’re not
· So much so that some of the things God has done in our midst, many have found scandalous
· To the point where they have left this church
· There are unspoken (and sometimes spoken) values about what types of behavior are appropriate in the church and what aren’t. For example:
· It’s absolute acceptable to be passionate and demonstrative at a hockey game but not at church
· We can scream and yell about eight year olds on ice skates just let’s not get to excited about Jesus
· Why?
· Says who?
· For some, those cultural values are being challenged
· For some those cultural values are being put on the alter

So, What is a truly Spirit-filled church
· #4 A truly Spirit filled church will sacrifice earthly culture for heavenly culture
· Colossians 3:1-3
· Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
· Let us set our eyes on things above and not be so easily distracted by earthly things.

· Verses 26-31
· I love these verse
· These were my ordination verses
· 26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things - and the things that are not - to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God - that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
· God chooses the foolish, the weak, the lowly and the things that are not.
· You know what – those people are messy!
· God is so ok with messy
· And so am I.
· God once told me, he said: 
· “Tom I didn’t choose you for your strengths, I choose your for your weaknesses”
· I love these verses because:
· I am the foolish
· I am the weak
· I am the lowly
· I am the things that are not
· That me
· That’s your pastor
· And yet he loved me enough to choose me.
· It’s why I love him so
· I am absolutely nothing without Jesus
· And I’m everything with Him
· For this reason I have truckloads of hope for the foolish, weak and lowly.
· I’ve seen what God can do with the likes of me
· I know firsthand how so little can be so much in His hands

So, what is a Spirit filled church?
· #5 A truly Spirit filled church makes room for messy.
· Proverbs 14:4 ESV
· Where there are no oxen, the manger is clean, but abundant crops come by the strength of the ox.
· Some in the church today are prefer a clean stable over a strong but messy ox
· They want the presence of God so long as it fits in their preferred box of what’s nice, neat clean and culturally appropriate. 
· The problem is that His ways are not our ways
· And God will not be put in a box.
· As your pastor I want you to know that…
· I’ll gladly put up with a messy church to have the Spirit’s presence and strength.
· Since before I got here this church embraced a philosophy described as:
· Belong – Believe – Become
· Everyone belongs, everyone
· Along the way we begin to believe
· Eventually we become more and more like Jesus
· Everyone belongs
· The foolish, the weak, the lowly and the messy.
· Author, speaker and TED.com superstar Brené Brown says of her research into vulnerability and shame…
· “One of the biggest surprises in this research was learning that fitting in and belonging are not the same thing. In fact, fitting in is one of the greatest barriers to belonging. Fitting in is about assessing a situation and becoming who you need to be in order to be accepted. Belonging, on the other hand, doesn’t require us to change who we are; it requires us to be who we are.”
· At the Charlottetown Vineyard, everyone belongs.

In Summary
· What is a Spirit filled church?
· Of course it is a church that follows the leading of the Holy Spirit
· And a church that embraces and operates in the gifts of the Holy Spirit
· With an abundance of the Spirit’s fruit
· Additionally
· A truly Spirit filled church
· Is a place where love is valued above all else
· Where people willingly embrace God’s ways over their own opinions, experiences, training, human wisdom, logic and reason.
· Will from time to time be socially scandalous to the religious norms of the day
· Will sacrifice earthly culture for a heavenly culture
· Will makes space for messy, because they belong too!

· Let’s pray
· Is the Charlottetown Vineyard a Spirit filled church?
· Absolutely yes.
