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Into
· Open bibles to 1 Samuel 16
· Thank you, Tom Schultz, for preaching last Sunday
· It is a comfort to know that you’re available 
· The wedding was lovely
· We had a delightful time with our family
· We’ve never seen our daughter happier

· What began as a one-of message has evolved into a series of messages
· In TPP 1 we looked at 2 Corinthians 12:9 
· Where God spoke to Paul saying:
· “My Grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
· In TPP 2 we examined the concept of the Dark Night of the Soul
· And looked at Jesus’ words in the garden of Gethsemane from Make 14:35-36
· Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.”
· In TPP 3 we took a closer look at Jesus’ kind and merciful words from Matthew 11:28-30
· “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

· Today we’re going to continue the series by dipping into the Old Testament from 1 Samuel 16:1-13
· First a little back story for context
· In chapter 15 we see that Saul is King over Israel and Judah.
· Through the prophet Samuel, God had given explicit instructions to King Saul concerning an upcoming battle
· King Saul, motived by greed, and the fear of man, decided to modify those instructions and apply his own logic and reasons instead
· Basically, He kept the spoils of war for himself and his men
· When confronted by the Prophet Samuel
· He shifted the blame onto his soldiers
· And rationalized his disobedience with religion
· 1 Samuel 15:15
· Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the Lord your God, but we totally destroyed the rest.”
· This cost Saul the kingdom
· And as a result, Samuel is sent to find the next King
· You might want to read chapter 15 for yourself
· Let’s pick up the story at 1 Samuel 16:1-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”

But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”

Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”

Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.”

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

Then Jesse called Abinadab (Ah-veen-na-dav) and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.” Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”

So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features.

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”

So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah.

Wow!
· Such an amazing story 
· What an incredible account of David’s calling and anointing to be the new King
· Let’s look at some the key players in this account



Samuel
· Let’s begin with Samuel
· We already know that Samuel is a prophet
· But not just any prophet
· Maybe the greatest prophet whoever lived besides Jesus
· 1 Samuel 3:19 says of Samuel:
· The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground.
· That means that all of the prophetic words Samuel uttered came to pass
· The Message translates it this way:
· Samuel grew up. God was with him, and Samuel’s prophetic record was flawless
· Now THAT’s astonishing!
· That’s some serious level of revelation
· I have meet, hosted and worked with some of the greatest prophetic voices of a generation
· And none would describe themselves this way

· So, here we have this incredibly high-level prophet…
· Sent on a mission to find a new king… why?
· Because the old king employed human logic and reasoning in accomplishing a task given him by God
· And this major prophet seems to do the same thing
· At least to begin with

· When Samuel anointed Saul to be king this is what he found
· 1 Samuel 9:2
· Kish had a son named Saul, as handsome a young man as could be found anywhere in Israel, and he was a head taller than anyone else.
· Oldest son, only son, handsome and taller then all the rest.
· Who does the prophet go to first at Jesse’s house?
· The oldest son, the tallest, someone with a apparent good outer appearance
· 1 Samuel 16:6-7
· [bookmark: _Hlk489539278]When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
· Could it be that Samuel was on automatic pilot?
· God chose a king this was last time
· Let’s assume that he’ll do it that way again?
· “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.”
· Surely not
· I don’t know, maybe, it kind of looks like auto pilot
· I’ve fallen into that routine myself
· And then the Creator gets creative on me
· 1 Samuel 16:10-11 tells us that they went through seven of Jesse’s sons
· Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”
· So, they go find David
· He is indeed the one God had chosen
· And he is powerfully anointed by the Prophet
· Which tells us some thing about Jesse and his sons


Jesse and his Sons
· The eight of them are lined up before the whole town
· As well as this mighty prophet
· They know that something good is about to happen
· The prophet said that he came in peace
· He had the people consecrate them selves
· And He himself consecrated Jesse and his sons
· All this excitement and not one of them thinks to mention David
· Not any of his brothers
· Which maybe I can understand
· Less competition without an additional son in the mix
· But not even his own father
· Astonishing!
· Not one of them stepped up to say:
· “Hey, wait a minute, we forgot David, lets go get him!”
· This is selfish ambition at worst
· Thoughtlessness at best
· No one thought enough of David to invite him to the meeting
· Not his father
· Not his brothers
· None of the others gathered and watching
· Not until the prophet asked

David
· So, what does this tell us about David?
· The text reveals that David is:
· The youngest
· He’s out tending the sheep
· A “few sheep in the wilderness?” according to his brother Eliab (El-ee-av)
· In 1 Samuel 17:28
· In the chapter 16 we’re told that
· “knows how to play the lyre” (or harp)

· Truly, David had been faithful with little and is about to be entrusted with very, very much
· He tends his few sheep in the wilderness
· Fights off lions and bears to protect his sheep 
· (According to chapter 17)
· He plays his guitar 
· And he has a good heart
· In the eyes of God, THIS qualifies David to be king
· And God picks him.

Application
· Ok, so, what’s the application?
· What does this have to do with the powerless place?
· Three things:

· #1. God’s ways are not our ways
· In 1 Samuel 15:10-11 we’re told that:
· Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel: “I regret that I have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions.” Samuel was angry, and he cried out to the Lord all that night.
· In 1 Samuel 16:1 we see that:
· The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”
· Saul is in a powerless place of anger, grief and mourning
· And he misses what God is doing
· Even the great prophet Samuel initially relied on his natural instincts at first
· By going first to Jesse’s good looking oldest son
· Until God corrected him in verse 7
· But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
· In the powerless place, we are tempted to rely upon:
· Our experience
· Our education
· Our wisdom, logic and reasoning
· Especially when we are angry, wounded, offended or deeply disappointed.
· Are you currently in a powerless place?
· Watch out for this
· God just might have something different, utterly different in mind then what your logic, reason or understanding is considering
· Be mindful of cultural conditioning
· It was common in that culture to consider the oldest, the biggest and the strongest
· But God picked David
· God is not bound by our cultural norms or values
· His ways just might be very different than our ways
· And following his ways…
· Though they will often lead us outside our comfort zones
· They just might lead us out of our wilderness, our powerless place as well


· #2. Two Trees
· There were two trees in the garden
· The tree of the knowledge of good and evil
· And the tree of life
· We were created to eat from the tree of life
· Yet we are drawn to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
· Go where the life is my friends
· There are times when we need to resist the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
· The tree that fuels our logic, reason and understanding
· And we need to eat from the tree of life instead
· Times when we need to God to Jesus
· The one who calls himself:
· The way, the truth and the Life
· There are times when we NEED to live by the Spirit
· And God’s kingdom
· And not by the rules, regulations and systems of the kingdoms of this world
· There are times when we need to live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
· And resist what’s “normal”, reasonable, rational and natural
· I can think of no better times to feast of the tree of life than when we’re are in the powerless place

· [bookmark: _GoBack]#3. Awe, Wonder and Mystery
· Let me close with this
· Awe, wonder and mystery are our birthright
· Do not settle for certainty and control
· They. Are. Illusions!
· You were created for much more then that
· Our God is Lord of all creation
· He is the creator of all things – absolutely everything
· He’s nature and personhood is
· Inconceivable
· Inexplicable
· Unimaginable
· Incompressible 
· In other words, it’s vastly bigger than your brain
· His ways are absolutely NOT your ways
· And get this!
· Not only are his ways vastly different from our ways..
· Our God is 100% perfectly good at ALL times
· And get this: He. LOVES. You!
· Lavishly, extravagantly and unconditionally
· God Almighty loves you!
· If you’re in the powerless place today
· I’m here to tell you that, even if it doesn’t make sense to you…
· You can trust this God
· He is worthy of our trust
· On my spiritual journey, I’ve learned to trust him
· And, as your friend and your pastor, I’m here today to remind you…
· That you can trust him too

Let’s Pray
· Oh God, have mercy on us
· Grant us the grace we need to yield our ways to your ways
· Help us eat from the tree of life today
· In our powerlessness, come and be our strength
· We choose to trust you
· Help us trust you right now

Ministry Time
· If this message resonated with your heart and journey
· [bookmark: _Hlk489543188]Please come forward for prayer 
· If you need help getting beyond, past, through your powerless place
· Please come forward for prayer
· If you need prayer for anything at all
· Please come forward for prayer during the final song




