The Gospel of John 18:2-14

Intro
· Open Bibles to
· Last week we took a look at verse 1 
· We used Luke and Matthew’s accounts to fill in the details of what happen in the Garden of Gethsemane
· Today we’ll pick up the story at verse 2
· And see what transpired after the Garden account
· Read and Pray: John 18:1-14

When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it.

Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.

Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?”

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.

Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.”

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)

Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?”

Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the people.

· Here we have the account of Jesus’ arrest
· I want to look at this in three parts
· The Religious - Political intrigue of verses 2-3 + 12-14
· The Power Encounter in verses 4-9
· And the Passion of Peter in verses 10-11

Verses 2-3 + 12-14
· Religious Political Intrigue
· Verse 2
Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples.
· We covered this last week
· Jesus had a usual place
· The Mount of Olives
· and the Garden called Gethsemane; meaning olive press at it’s foothills
· As we see here in verse 2
· This is a place Jesus would visit often
· A place he took his disciples
· Wendy’s lunches and Jones Beach Boardwalk talks with John Nyhan
· Jesus wasn’t hiding
· He went to the usual place
· The place where Judas could easily find him.

· Verses 3
So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.
· Luke’s Gospel adds this to the narrative: 22:47-48
· While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”
· Matthew and Mark tell us that Judas did indeed kiss Jesus.
· What a cold-hearted way to betray a friend.
· How painful that must have been for Jesus.
· Verses 12-14
Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the people.
· The enemy of my enemy is my friend
· Even if I hate and despise them
· Here we have Romans and Jews coming together against Jesus
· There’s a distinction made here between two groups
· Soldiers and Jewish officials
· The soldiers are the Romans
· And could have been as many as 600 men
· (According to Vine’s Expository Dictionary)
· Other sources say 500-1000 men
· The Jewish officials are representatives from the Chief Priests and the Pharisees
· And as we’ve seen repeatedly throughout John’s gospel…
· There has been endless contention between Jesus and the religious officials of his day
· The last move of God always attacks the new move of God
· No matter how lovingly or how powerfully that new move appears
· Why? 
· Fear, control, pride, ambition
· And an abhorrent distain for change
· Even if it is God Himself initiating the change
· Isaiah 43:19
· See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
· I remember waking up in the twilight of the  morning and heard the Lord speak those very words to me
· And my instant response was…
· Nope, no Lord, I don’t perceive it.
· The religious leaders hate Jesus so much that they actually collaborate with their occupiers to have him killed
· They have come together with the Romans
· And bribed someone from Jesus’ own inner circle to betray him
· I’ve experienced it too many times
· On both large and small scales
· Few things turn my stomach like the politics of religion
· So draining
· So discouraging and disheartening
· So destructive
· And all the while I remember Jesus’ words
· “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· John 13:35
· Have mercy on us Lord.

· So, who are Annas and Caiaphas?
· Annas
· Annas and Caiaphas are related by marriage
· Annas is Caiaphas’ father-in-law
· He’s older, a more seasoned man of influence in the community
· A religious politician of the highest order
· He was a former Chief Priest
· They most likely took Jesus here first to get Annas’ input on how best to proceed with their scheme
· It was common for former chief priests to advise current high priest
· Caiaphas
· Son-in-law to Annas
· Current High Priest
· He holds considerable authority in the community
· And the one who advised that it was better to kill Jesus
· “…it would be good if one man died for the people”
· I’ve heard the counsel of “Caiaphas” in churches I’ve pastored before
· How it would be better for the church if we just got rid of this person or that.
· It makes me sad


Let’s move on to Verses 4-9
· Power Encounter
· Verses 4-9
Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?”

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.

Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.”
· So this band of betrayers and conspirators come at Jesus with torches, lanterns and weapons
· As if he were a fugitive on the run
· As if he needed to be captured
· As if their weapons would do any good
· Here we have Jesus with a handful of friends against a small army
· And the army is GROSSLY out matched
· I’m reminded of David’s words to Goliath in 1 Samuel 17:45
· “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty..."
· Here in John’s Gospel these armed men have come against Jesus
· And the powerful name of God knocked them off their feet!
· They ask for Jesus of Nazareth
· And Jesus responds “I am He”
· And they all fell to the ground
· I checked 24 translations and they all said:
· “fell to the ground”
· Vine’s Expository Dictionary defines “fell” as
· “Of persons in the act of prostration, to prostrate oneself in homage and worship.”
· They didn’t trip
· It’s not like they backed up and stumbled in some domino fashion
· They fell under the power of God
· The power of his name
· And if Vine’s is right…
· They fell face down before God!

· Philippians 2:8-11
· And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death - even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

· Commentator David Guzik said this of Jesus:
· Jesus was born as a humble baby, yet heralded by angels. He was laid in a manger, yet announced by a star. He submitted to baptism, then heard the Divine voice of approval. He slept when He was exhausted, but awoke to calm the storm. Jesus wept at a grave, then called the dead to life. He submits to arresting troops, then declares His majesty and knocks them over. Jesus died on a cross, but in it He overcame sin and death and Satan.

· They Fell!
· In Acts 9:4, on the Road to Damascus, The presence of God appeared as a bright light and Saul fell to the ground and heard the voice of God
· In Revelation 1:17 John fell at Jesus’ feet as though he were dead, when he turned and saw him
· In Revelation 5:8,14 the 24 elders and 4 living creatures fell down before the lamb before the lamb
· In Revelation 7:11 ALL the angels, the elders and the 4 living creatures fell down on their faces before the Throne and worshipped God
· In Revelation 11:16 the 24 elders fell off their thrones, fell on their faces and worship God
· In Revelation 19:24 the 24 elders and 4 living creatures fell down, worshipped God and cried out Amen and Hallelujah!
· And in John 18:6 Jesus said the words “I. AM. He.” And the all fell to the ground
· You do understand that falling down is entirely different from bowing down?
· Side Note:
· These men in John 18:6 fell to the ground involuntarily
· Much like Saul on the road to Damascus and the angels, elders and living creatures
· They weren’t faking it
· It wasn’t their flesh 
· And they weren’t seeking attention
· They were powerfully impacted by the power of God and their physical bodies reacted to that power.
· Much has been made in recent church history concerning physical reactions to a touch of the Holy Spirit
· I remember when things starting happening in Toronto 20+ years ago
· People were shaking, falling, yelling and so on
· Some people were very upset
· People came to John Arnott saying that these people are operating in the flesh
· To which John responded (and I paraphrase):
· “Of course there’s flesh mixed in. But there’s flesh mixed in every church service, no matter what your denomination.” 
· He said: “I’ll deal with some flesh if we can have this much of the Holy Spirit’s presence and power in our meetings.”
· I want to pastor that kind of church
· A place where the Holy Spirit will touch people in power
· And if it comes with flesh mixed in…
· I’ll take it over the absence of the Holy Spirit

· English writer, theologian, poet, and philosopher G. K. Chesterton, once said:
· "Men talk of the extravagances and frenzies that have been produced by mysticism; they are a mere drop in the bucket. In the main, and from the beginning of time, mysticism has kept men sane. The thing that has driven them mad was logic" 
· I want you to know, I couldn't agree more.
· Anyway, back to John 18

The Arrest of Jesus
· No one is taking Jesus’ life from him
· As he says in John 10, he is laying down his life
· Apparently, with the mention of his name, he could easily over take this army of armed men
· Hey, he could have just kept saying “I AM” and walked away from them
· Instead he chooses to drink from this cup
· So it’s fair to say that Jesus wasn’t actually arrested
· He laid down his life.
· He surrendered
· Because this crowd obviously lacked the power to take it from him by force.

· I AM
· Yet again Jesus declares that he is the great “I AM”
· The name God gave to Moses at the burning bush
· Exodus 3:14 “I am who I am”
· An unmistakable statement of divinity to any Hebrew

Verses 10-11
· Peter’s Passion
· Verses 10-11
Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)

Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?”
· Gotta love Peter
· Passionate
· Reactionary
· Maybe he’s trying to prove to everyone that, yes, he would indeed die for Jesus
· That he wouldn’t actually deny him
· So he pulls out a sword and cuts off the servant’s ear
· Knowing Peter he was probably going for the guys forehead and missed!
· Luke tells us that Jesus healed the man ear

· Peter has zeal
· Truckloads of zeal
· But zeal needs to be tempered with wisdom
· Zeal and Passion are great
· I’m a HUGE fan of Passion 
· I even tattooed the word on my left forearm
· But wisdom is absolutely required
· We need MUCH more passion in the church
· There MUST be passion between the Bridegroom and the Bride
· All too often the church has rejected passion in the name of order or cultural preferences
· Let’s NOT throw out the baby with the bath water
· Fire – fireplace analogy

Final Thought
· Love is self limiting for the sake of another
· Jesus is the ultimate example of this love
· To yield when it is in your power to strike… and win!
· Is a demonstration of extravagant love

· I want you to know today that the gospel is good news
· It is extraordinarily good news
· Scripture tells us that God is rich in mercy and love you with a great and lavish love
· We have a picture of that here today in John 18
· (worship team please come up)



· Let’s pray
· God helps us to see you for who you are
· The real you
· Help us know the power of your love
· And the power of your name
· And let the power of your presence continually fall on us.
	
Ministry Time
· If you need prayer for anything today
· Please come forward as the worship team leads us in a final song
· And please stick around for our “Family Meeting” following the final song.
