The Gospel of John 3:22-36

· Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 3:22
· Today we’ll finish up Chapter 3
· Read and pray: John 3:22-36

22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized. 23 Now John also was baptizing at Aenon (I-known) near Salim, (sa-lime) because there was plenty of water, and people were coming and being baptized. 24 (This was before John was put in prison.) 25 An argument developed between some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial washing. 26 They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan - the one you testified about - look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.”

27 To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from heaven. 28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ 29 The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 30 He must become greater; I must become less.”

31 The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 33 Whoever has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. 34 For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands.36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.

Competition
· Jesus begins doing the work of ministry and John the Baptist’s disciples feel threatened.
· Verse 26 They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan - the one you testified about - look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.”
· Why is this?
· Job security? Or should I say job insecurity?
· And it’s associated ambitions?
· Just watch what happens when a new church is planted in town
· Especially if it’s quickly successful
· Or a mega-church erupts
· Local pastors often respond like John’s disciples
· We see this dynamic in secular circles as well
· Watch what happens when a Super Walmart or Costco comes to a new location
· Some people love it, while other hate it
· I’ve seen moves of God come and go
· Typically the last move of God attacks the next move of God
· For some reason, those who made their name living out on the cutting edge in the last move feel it’s necessary to attack those willing to go out even further than then did in a current move.
· I think they forget what it was like when they started and the attacks they experienced

But not so with John the Baptist
· John, at least at this point, is comfortable in his own skin
· He knows who he is
· He knows what he’s been called to do
· And he’s at peace with it.
· Listen to his response
· John 3:27
· 27 To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from heaven. 
· By this John is saying that he knows what he’s been given from Heaven
· He knows the role he is to play is this great unfolding drama of redemption
· John 3:28
· 28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ 
· Not only does he know what his role is – he also knows what his role is NOT
· He’s not the Messiah
· The whole team is successful when everyone plays their role or their position well
· The whole body (to use a biblical metaphor) is healthy when each part does what it was created to do.
· Saint Paul says it this way in 1 Corinthians 12:15-20
· 15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
· John the Baptist knows well what part of the body he is,
· He’s the friend of the bridegroom
· He’s the best man at the wedding
· John 3:29
· 29 The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 
· John 3:30
· 30 He must become greater; I must become less.”
· Such a simple yet profound statement
· It makes me think of Shelf life
· When Nadine and I were dating I worked as a stock clerk at a local fruit and vegetable store
· I learned how to stock shelves 
· The importance positioning the labels face first
· And even more so, the importance of rotating the stock
· The new stuff went in the back so the older stock sold first
· Because the products had a shelf life
· Have you ever wondered if everything has a shelf life?
· I have
· The truth of the Gospel is eternal
· The “what” we believe is unchangeable
· Jesus Christ is Lord
· No one come to the Father but by him
· But the ‘how” we practice our beliefs
· The “how” of doing church has changed radically over the centuries
· 30 years ago the Vineyard was this radical cutting edge ministry
· Drums, electric guitars, the absence of hymnals
· People raising their hands in worship
· Blue jeans, flip-flops
· Ministry time after the service
· It was crazy radical stuff back then
· But heck – even most Baptist churches do most of that stuff today
· John the Baptist knew what few others do
· He knew his ministry had a shelf life
· It’s good to stop when God says stop
· Our country side is dotted with empty landmarks
· Empty church buildings
· Crumbling testimonies to what God once did
· People, listen to me, it’s good to stop when God says stop
· It’s never good to keep going after he has stopped
· Nothing good comes of it
· I’ve seen pastors make this mistake
· Be it fear, insecurity or resistance to change, they stay on a year or two longer than they should have
· And in those last two years undo much of the good they had accomplished prior
· I’ve seem prophetically gifted people make this mistake
· They begin to prophesy and it’s powerfully anointed
· But when God stops speaking… momentum and maybe a bit of adrenalin keeps their lips moving
· Everyone in the building seems to knows it, except the “prophet”
· Does that make his a false-prophet?
· No, it just makes him human.
· It’s good to go when God says go and it’s good to stop when God says stop.
· John the Baptist knew when to step up 
· John 1:29-31
· 29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”
· And he knew when to step back.
· John 3:30
· 30 He must become greater; I must become less.”
· If I could, I would challenge every church planter with this question:
· “What’s the shelf life of your new church plant?”
· Because you just know that in their heads this thing is going to last forever
· And it’s going to remain as a monument to their validation long after their life is gone.
· Or maybe not.
· What if life is just one grand cosmic relay race and our portion is to run the race marked out for us until it’s time to pass the baton on to another.
· That’s not failure
· Actually it is success
· And in the end we all share in the prize
· It’s both humbling AND liberating to realize that I was never intended to run the entire race alone
· No one person has what it takes to do that
· Rather we are all part of a greater whole
· With Christ Jesus as the head. 
· And it’s wonderful to know who you are and where you fit
· It’s taken a lifetime for me to know who I am
· To be comfortable in my own skin
· To be at peace with my personal convictions and beliefs
· I rarely feel the need to war over it
· I can humbly say - I like me
· I went through a terrible spiritual and emotional trial a few years ago that included deep rejection and some very painful betrayal
· Out of those ashes came this deep conviction…
· I like me
· I fit in my own skin
· I’m know what I believe and it works for me
· I fit in who God made me to be
· It’s good and I’m good with it
· I’m relational, I’m revelatory, 
· I’m pastoral and prophetic
· I’m a minister, not a business man
· I’m a pretty good minister and not such a good business man
· I like coloring outside the line
· I enjoy disrupting the status quo
· Because – well, I can’t help but see the possibilities of freedom beyond it’s limitations
· I understand dreams and I see visions
· And I actually think that’s normal Christianity
· I’m more comfortable planting seeds then harvesting them
· I’m much more interested in helping individuals grow spiritually than I am in helping the church grow numerically.
· C.S. Lewis said: 
· “True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less.”
· That’s so much easier to do when you’re at peace with who God has made you to be
· I think John the Baptist knew who he was and it worked for him
· It’s working for me too.
· How’s it working for you?

Back to the text
· For a different flavor let’s look at John 3:31-36 from the Message
· John the Baptist continues his explanation 

31-33 “The One who comes from above is head and shoulders over other messengers from God. The earthborn is earthbound and speaks earth language; the heavenborn is in a league of his own. He sets out the evidence of what he saw and heard in heaven. No one wants to deal with these facts. But anyone who examines this evidence will come to stake his life on this: that God himself is the truth.

34-36 “The One that God sent speaks God’s words. And don’t think he rations out the Spirit in bits and pieces. The Father loves the Son extravagantly. He turned everything over to him so he could give it away - a lavish distribution of gifts. That is why whoever accepts and trusts the Son gets in on everything, life complete and forever! And that is also why the person who avoids and distrusts the Son is in the dark and doesn’t see life. All he experiences of God is darkness, and an angry darkness at that.”

· John wants everyone to know where Jesus came from. 
· Jesus is different from everyone else because He comes from above
· Meaning Jesus came from heaven. 
· Not only is Jesus different, but he’s head and shoulders above every other previous messenger sent by God
·  Jesus is greater than everyone else.
· He’s Heaven-born and that puts him in a league all his own
· Jesus is a uniquely reliable revelation
· Because He has the Holy Spirit without measure
· In contrast to the previous prophets.
· Under the Old Covenant the Holy Spirit would rest on a person temporarily 
· Anointing would flow to speak or act in power and then the Spirit would lift
· Not so with Jesus
· He and the Spirit have always been one
· And this has profound implications for us under the New Covenant
· I love how Peterson says it in the Message: John 3:34-35
· The One that God sent speaks God’s words. And don’t think he rations out the Spirit in bits and pieces. The Father loves the Son extravagantly. He turned everything over to him so he could give it away - a lavish distribution of gifts.
· Extravagant love is shared among the Trinity
· Jesus has the Spirit without measure and in turn lavishly distributes his gifts to us
· Jesus said to his disciples in John 14:12
· Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.
· Joel prophesies of the day in Joel 2:28-29
· “And afterward,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your old men will dream dreams,
    your young men will see visions.
29 Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days.
· In Acts 1:4-5 Jesus gave his disciples these instructions concerning the Holy Spirit
· 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
· And we see this promise fulfilled on the day of Pentecost
· The Holy Spirit filled the gathered believes with so much power that observes thought they were drunk!
· Acts 2:13-15
· 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
· That sounds like lavish distribution to me
· It sounds extravagant
· It also sounds kinda messy
· But it’s in the book
· And it really is God
· I don’t know about you but I’m up for some lavish distribution
· Let it be so Lord
· Let it be here
· Let it be with us
· And please let it really be you!

Verse 36
· That is why whoever accepts and trusts the Son gets in on everything, life complete and forever! And that is also why the person who avoids and distrusts the Son is in the dark and doesn’t see life. All he experiences of God is darkness, and an angry darkness at that.”
· Here we have that word trust again
· We all on a journey, learning how to trust this God who is rich in mercy and loves us lavishly with a great love
· What Peterson communicates as Angry Darkness the NIV calls wrath
· Merrill C. Tenney in his commentary on John’s Gospel writes concerning “The wrath of God” in verse 36
· "The word does not mean a sudden gust of passion or a burst of temper. Rather, it is the settled displeasure of God against sin. It is the divine allergy to moral evil, the reaction of righteousness to unrighteousness."
· I’ve told you this before
· The wrath of God is never directed at his children
· But at the disease of sin ravaging their bodies
· God is NOT an abusive father eager to brutalize his children
· Rather he is an extravagantly loving Heavenly Father who reconciled the world to himself in Christ Jesus.
· As it says in 2 Corinthians 5:19
· OK, so that wraps up chapter 3

Ministry Time
· Let’s Pray
