Grace 3

Intro
· Open Bibles to Romans 6
· I’ve begun a new series on the topic of Grace
· In Grace 1 we looked at Ephesians 2:8-9
· 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9 not by works, so that no one can boast
· The classic grace biblical text
· Last Week in Grace 2 we looked at Romans 5:20
· “The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more…” 
· Grace increased all the more…
· What the Amplified Bible refers to that as “super-abounding grace”: 
· We all need this super-abounding grace
· And God, in his great love and mercy has provided it for us.
· Today we’re going to take a look at grace from Romans 6:1-14
· Read and Pray: Romans 6:1-14 The Message
1-3 So what do we do? Keep on sinning so God can keep on forgiving? I should hope not! If we’ve left the country where sin is sovereign, how can we still live in our old house there? Or didn’t you realize we packed up and left there for good? That is what happened in baptism. When we went under the water, we left the old country of sin behind; when we came up out of the water, we entered into the new country of grace – a new life in a new land!

3-5 That’s what baptism into the life of Jesus means. When we are lowered into the water, it is like the burial of Jesus; when we are raised up out of the water, it is like the resurrection of Jesus. Each of us is raised into a light-filled world by our Father so that we can see where we’re going in our new grace-sovereign country.

6-11 Could it be any clearer? Our old way of life was nailed to the cross with Christ, a decisive end to that sin-miserable life – no longer at sin’s every beck and call! What we believe is this: If we get included in Christ’s sin-conquering death, we also get included in his life-saving resurrection. We know that when Jesus was raised from the dead it was a signal of the end of death-as-the-end. Never again will death have the last word. When Jesus died, he took sin down with him, but alive he brings God down to us. From now on, think of it this way: Sin speaks a dead language that means nothing to you; God speaks your mother tongue, and you hang on every word. You are dead to sin and alive to God. That’s what Jesus did.

12-14 That means you must not give sin a vote in the way you conduct your lives. Don’t give it the time of day. Don’t even run little errands that are connected with that old way of life. Throw yourselves wholeheartedly and full-time – remember, you’ve been raised from the dead! – into God’s way of doing things. Sin can’t tell you how to live. After all, you’re not living under that old tyranny any longer. You’re living in the freedom of God.

· Let me present my premise and then explain it from Romans 6

My Premise:
· God didn’t come to make bad people good. He came to make dead people alive.
· He came to make us new creations
· He came to set captives free!
· The incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection and the second coming are not about improved moral behavior
· They’re all about improved intimate relationship.
· Jesus didn’t come so that we might have a better system of sin management.
· He came to give us life
· He came to make us new make us new creations
· Not an upgrade or improved version of the old
· But brand new creations
· What was dead is now alive
· And more than that…
· He came that we might enjoy the relationship he shares with the Father and the Holy Spirit.
· Christianity was never meant to be about performance, it was always meant to be about grace, trust and love.
· It has always been about relationship
· Let’s take a look at Romans 6

Verse 1
· So what do we do? Keep on sinning so God can keep on forgiving?
· If you remember from last week
· In Romans 5: 20 Paul introduced the idea that: 
· “where sin abounded, grace abounded much more”
· He now wonders if someone might take this truth to imply that it doesn't matter if a Christian lives a life of sin…
· Because God will always overcome greater sin with greater grace.
· From this point on in the text Paul explains how that way of thinking misses the entire point.

· In his commentary on the text David Guzik share this story:
· In the early part of the century, the Russian monk Gregory Rasputin taught and lived the idea of salvation through repeated experiences of sin and repentance. 
· He believed that because those who sin the most require the most forgiveness, a sinner who continues to sin with abandon enjoys more of God's grace (when he repents for the moment) than the ordinary sinner. 
· Therefore, Rasputin lived in notorious sin, and taught that this was the way to salvation. 
· This is an extreme example of the idea behind Paul's question 
· So what do we do? Keep on sinning so God can keep on forgiving?

· It’s this line of reasoning that creates concern about Grace in some Christian circles
· There are many in the church today…
· Especially pastors and leaders who prefer law over grace
· It’s easier to control people with law
· They wonder and question
· Is the plan of grace "safe"? 
· And, won't people simply abuse it? 
· If God's salvation and approval are given on the basis of faith instead of works…
· Won't people just say "I believe" and then live any way they want?
· Then how will I build my ministry?

· From a purely natural or secular viewpoint, grace is dangerous. 
· This is why many people don't really teach or believe in grace and instead emphasize living by law. 
· They believe that if you tell people that God saves and accepts them apart from what they deserve, then they will have no motivation to be obedient. 
· In their opinion, you simply can't keep people on the straight and narrow without a threat from God hanging over their head. 
· If they believe their position in Jesus is settled because of what Jesus did, then the motivation of holy living is gone.
· But who ever said that it was the pastor or leaders job to control people’s behavior?
· I can’t make you holy
· Only God can make people holy
· And, holiness isn’t the result of good behavior
· It the result of covenant relationship
· Nadine is a Zawacki because I’m a Zawacki
· And we’re in covenant relationship
· I’m holy because God is holy
· And we’re in covenant relationship
· You see when you begin with a performance based mentality everything gets distorted.

Verse 2
· In verse 2 Paul answers his own question:
· So what do we do? Keep on sinning so God can keep on forgiving? I should hope not! If we’ve left the country where sin is sovereign, how can we still live in our old house there? Or didn’t you realize we packed up and left there for good?
· Grace is positional, not conditional
· Grace is a whole new way of living
· Like moving to a new country
· I know what it’s like to leave one country for another
· Everything is different
· A different flag flies
· There’s different currency
· A brand new culture with it’s own unique identity
· Canadian’s are proud of their culture
· And definitively not American
· Not the United States
· Right?
· Paul is explaining that when you live under grace it’s like moving to an entirely different county
· How could you possibly live in that old house
· With all of it’s old ways
· You don’t live there anymore!
· You’re in an entirely different land now? 
· If we’ve left the country where sin is sovereign, how can we still live in our old house there? Or didn’t you realize we packed up and left there for good?
· Here Paul establishes an important principle. 
· When we are born again, when we have trusted in Jesus for our salvation, our relationship with sin is permanently changed. 
· We don’t live there any longer
· We have died to sin. 
· Therefore, if we have died to sin, then we no longer live in it. 
· We have left the country where sin was sovereign
· We no longer live in that old house
· We’ve packed up that way of life and left it for good
· We now live in a new house, in a new land called grace.

Verses 3-5
· Like any good preacher Paul uses an illustration to make his point.
· Here he uses the illustration of baptism
· That is what happened in baptism. When we went under the water, we left the old country of sin behind; when we came up out of the water, we entered into the new country of grace – a new life in a new land! That’s what baptism into the life of Jesus means. When we are lowered into the water, it is like the burial of Jesus; when we are raised up out of the water, it is like the resurrection of Jesus. Each of us is raised into a light-filled world by our Father so that we can see where we’re going in our new grace-sovereign country.
· Grace-sovereign country, I like that!
· The idea behind the ancient Greek word for baptized is 
· "To immerse or overwhelm something." 
· Baptism was a textile term for dying clothe
· Place white clothe into red dye and it comes out red through and through, completely and permanently changed
· It’s no longer white, it is now through and through, inside and out, completely red.
· In the same way we are changed In Christ 
· We were the old man and now we’re a new creation
· We once lived a land dominated by sin
· But now we have a new address
· We live in a new land! 
· The Bible uses this idea of being baptism in several different ways. 
· When a person is baptized in water…
· They are immersed in or covered over with water. 
· When they are baptized in the Holy Spirit
· They are "immersed in" or "covered over" with the Holy Spirit. 
· For example Acts 1:4-5
· 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
· Here in Romans 6 Paul is referring to being baptized "immersed in" or "covered over" in Christ Jesus.
· That’s what baptism into the life of Jesus means. When we are lowered into the water, it is like the burial of Jesus; when we are raised up out of the water, it is like the resurrection of Jesus. Each of us is raised into a light-filled world by our Father so that we can see where we’re going in our new grace-sovereign country.

· I have baptized people in…
· Church Baptismal
· Rivers
· Oceans
· Swimming pools
· Jacuzzi’s
· I’ve baptized people out in the desert with a bottle of water
· I’ve baptized the young and the old
· One guy’s wife told me…
· “Hold him down a little longer, he needs it!”
· It’s always such a privilege to participate in that part of a person’s spiritual journey.
· When we practice baptism today
· The believer's baptism is a dramatization or "acting out" of the believer's "immersion" or identification with Jesus
· It’s an outward expression of an inner reality
· It’s an identification with both Christ’s death and his resurrection.
· Baptism is an important illustration of a spiritual reality. 
· Paul's point is clear: 
· Something dramatic and life changing happened in the life of the believer. 
· You can't die and rise again without it changing your life. 
· The believer has a real, genuine and authentic spiritual death and resurrection with Jesus Christ.
· Verse 5 NKJV
· For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection
· The term “united together” expresses an extremely close union. 
· A oneness
· Concerning this phase “united together” Bible Commentator Henry Morris says:
· “The phrase exactly expresses the process by which a graft becomes united with the life of a tree… The union is of the closest sort, and life from Christ flows through to him.”
· It’s a wonderful picture of John 15:3-5
· 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
· We are “united together”, “graphed in”
· He is the vine and we are the branches
· We are one with Christ and his life flows through us
Verses 6-11
· 6-11 Could it be any clearer? Our old way of life was nailed to the cross with Christ, a decisive end to that sin-miserable life – no longer at sin’s every beck and call! What we believe is this: If we get included in Christ’s sin-conquering death, we also get included in his life-saving resurrection. We know that when Jesus was raised from the dead it was a signal of the end of death-as-the-end. Never again will death have the last word. When Jesus died, he took sin down with him, but alive he brings God down to us. From now on, think of it this way: Sin speaks a dead language that means nothing to you; God speaks your mother tongue, and you hang on every word. You are dead to sin and alive to God. That’s what Jesus did.
· Here Paul considers the implications of our death and resurrection with Jesus.
· If we get included in Christ’s sin-conquering death, we also get included in his life-saving resurrection.
· Our participation in the death of Jesus makes our participation in His resurrection certain.
· Too many Christians focus solely on the "crucified life," failing to see that it is part of a much bigger picture: 
· The Resurrected life!
· The Spirit filled life!
· The indwelling Christ, alive in us
· Consider these verses:
· John 14:19-20
· Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.
· John 17: 20-23
· 20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - 23 I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
· Galatians 2:20
· I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
· Ephesians 3:16-19
· I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge -that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
· Colossians 1:26-27
· The mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory
· Guys this is good news, this is very good news! 
· The good news of the gospel is so much better than you ever imagined!
· The mystery revealed to us is this:
· Christ, the hope of glory lives in you!
· God dwells in our hearts!
· The Holy Spirit lives inside of us!
· Grace is truly amazing!


A New Creation!
· Our old way of life has been nailed to the cross
· It is dead, buried and gone!
· We are new creations in Christ Jesus
· 2 Corinthians 5:17
· Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!

Verses 12-14
· 12-14 That means you must not give sin a vote in the way you conduct your lives. Don’t give it the time of day. Don’t even run little errands that are connected with that old way of life. Throw yourselves wholeheartedly and full-time – remember, you’ve been raised from the dead! – into God’s way of doing things. Sin can’t tell you how to live. After all, you’re not living under that old tyranny any longer. You’re living in the freedom of God.
· Verse 14 NIV
· For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.
· This is the path, the means, by which we can live in freedom. 
· It will never happen in a legalistic, performance oriented Christian life. 
· There isn’t any freedom via the law
· There is only freedom by grace
· It happens as we live not under law but under grace.
· Granted, the law clearly defined God's standard, and shows us where we all fall short of it. 
· But it cannot give the freedom from sin that grace provides. 
· Remember its’ grace, not law that provides the freedom and the power to live over sin.
· That’s exactly what it means to be born again
· We are no longer under the law but under grace
· It a clear way to describe this radical 
· For the Jewish person of Paul's day, living life under law was everything. 
· The law was the way to God's approval and eternal life. 
· Now, Paul shows that in light of the New Covenant, we are not under law but under grace. 
· His work in our life has changed everything.
· Paul has answered his question from Romans 6:1. 
· Why don't we just continue in sin so that grace may abound? 
· Because when we are saved, when our sins are forgiven and God's grace is extended to us, we are radically changed. 
· Our old way of life is dead, and we are new creations.
· Once the caterpillar has been made a butterfly…
· The butterfly has no business crawling around on trees and leaves like a caterpillar again.
· For most of us, our struggle with sin is this…
· We don’t know we can fly!
· We don’t know we were created to fly!
· We don’t realized that we’re no longer caterpillars
· We’re butterflies, we are new creations
· And there’s grace even for that
· God works the wonders of his grace uniquely in each of us 
· The process for you has been different than the process for me
· That’s why we ought not judge one another
· What if the first thing God redeemed in you is the last thing he redeems in me?

· Let’s pray!
· Oh God, by your grace, help us fly!
