New Beginnings 2011
I Intro

1 Open your Bibles to 2 Corinthians 5:17

A. I’ll get to it eventually

2 Today I want to share with you some revelation and what I believe it means for us 

A. I’ll share the revelation
B. My interpretation of it and 

C. How I see it applied - application
D. Let me begin by communicating my/our ethos

3 Ethos
A. Ethos defined: 
a.  “The disposition, character, or fundamental values peculiar to a specific person, people, culture, or movement.” (TheFreeDictionary.com)
b.  Or more simply…

i “The fundamental character or spirit of a culture.” (Dictionary.com)

B. My Ethos has become our/the Bridge’s Ethos
a.  Why – because of the affect a pastor has on his people
4 My/our Ethos: Freedom, Passion, Spirit & Destiny
A. Freedom

a.  Exploring the fullness of freedom we have in Christ

b.  “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free” (Galatians 5:1) 

c.  I want to live completely free and help others to do the same.

d.  I don’t own or control you

e.  Church as an airport

B. Passion

a.  For God, one another & life

b.  When describing what is most important Jesus told us to 

i “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength and the second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:30).  

c.  To me this sounds like an “all you’ve got” kind of love, 

i Now that’s passionate!  

d.  I want to be a man who loves God and people passionately.

i Passionate worship

ii Passionate relationships

iii Passionate outreach

C. Spirit

a.  Living supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit

b.  I’m not content to live an intellectual academic faith ONLY.  

c.  I want to experience God.

i Gal 5:16 & 25 “So I say, live by the Spirit… Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit”
d.  A day is coming when living by the spirit will not be optional

i Now we have the grace to practice, experiment & explore

D. Destiny

a.  Fulfilling our purposes & reaching our God given destinies

b.  We were created for a reason, I want to fulfill mine 

c.  And do all I can to help others fulfill theirs.

i That’s the essence of Ephesians 4:11-13

ii 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

· Are we there yet?

· No, not yet…

II A word about Sharing Visions

1 For me living supernaturally is a distinguishing characteristic, guiding belief and non-negotiable core value
A. But I’m a novice, not an expert
B. Follow me as I follow Christ but keep your eyes fixed on Jesus
a.  Those closest to me will tell you that I am just a man with feet of clay and a broken heart
2 John Paul Jackson say that when it comes to revelatory ministry he’s in kindergarten

A. If that’s so… I’m an infant, heck – I’m an ameba
a.  Especially when it comes to the supernatural
3 Please be patient with me

A. I’m discovering what I should and shouldn’t do with the revelation I receive

B. As mature adults we learn not to speak every thought that passes through our mind – right?

C. As I mature in the supernatural (the gifts of the Holy Spirit) I’m learning what is and isn’t appropriate to share publicly
D. I’ve swung to both extremes by sharing too much and too little

a.  Both extremes are usually rooted in pride

i Wanting to share because it’s exciting and makes me look good

ii Not wanting to share because I might be criticized or judged or but up against unbelief
4 I’m learning that I don’t have to share the full vision if I want to communicate a relevant piece of it

A. God grants me visions not because I’m good but because he’s good!
5 All that to say… I want to share with you part of a revelatory experience today
A.  supernatural strange event

B. Revelation, interpretation & application

III Recent Multi-faceted Revelation / Strange Event

1 Twilight

A. Just be sleep or awake
2 The Word

A. Meditation on word often the entryway to the supernatural for me
3 Vision

A. See with eyes of the Spirit
4 Trance

A. Varied degree of intensity

B. Aware of one realm but in another
5 Translation

A. Taken from physical to Spiritual realm

6 Visitation

A. Encounter with a heavenly being
a.  This and more covered extensively in the Streams 201 & 202 Courses

IV December 30th 2007 Vision
1 Revelation

A. Open eyes and saw digital clock 5:53

a.  Knew it was Isaiah 55:3

b.  But didn’t recall the words of that specific verse

c.  Got up to read it

i Give ear and come to me; 
       hear me, that your soul may live. 
       I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
       my faithful love promised to David.

B. Meditated on the word and saw a vision

a.  At one point in the vision I was a large American “bald” eagle

i God has a sense of humor

b.  I was in a very high place, mountain ledge

i I Can see very clearly from this vantage point

ii I’m (as this eagle) am making booming declarations and
iii Overseeing a nest filled with eaglets

c.  Next I saw a two headed pale green sake with clouded eyes

i I cut off both heads first the right and then the left

ii It instantly turns to sand and dissolves

C. Vision morphs into a trance
a.  Trances and visions overlap

b.  I’m not sure where one ends and the other begins

i Peter’s Experiences in Acts 10:9-11& Acts 11:4-5

· About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners

· Peter began and explained everything to them precisely as it had happened: 5"I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was.

ii Paul sharing his testimony to the crowd in Jerusalem in Acts 22:17
· When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple, I fell into a trance 18 and saw the Lord speaking. 'Quick!' he said to me. 'Leave Jerusalem immediately, because they will not accept your testimony about me.'

c.  Flying straight up

i Soaring a better word

ii Great freedom & great joy

iii Three keys in my left claw

· Old fashioned type keys

· Written on one side of each key

· Faith, Hope & Love

iv Many demons are shooting arrows at me from below but I’m flying so high the arrows can not reach me

D. Translation

a.  Trances and translations overlap for me as well

b.  An increased level of the experiences intensity

c.  I’m “in the Spirit”

i One second I’m not and then I am – for me it is like a switch is flipped

ii John in Revelation
· 1:10 On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet,

· 4:1-2 After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this." 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 
· 17:3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert

· 21:9-10 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." 10And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 

d.  So, I’m in the Spirit and Everything is white and sparkling

i No longer and eagle but myself, a man

e.  Spirits of Wisdom & Revelation are flanking me

i I’ve been aware of their presence since July 1st 2006

ii 30th anniversary as a Christian

iii Ephesians 1:17 “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.”

f.  We soar very high and very fast into the heavens

g.  We come to an abrupt stop on some type of heavenly plateau

E. Visitation

a.  Out of the clouds steps a very large heavenly being.  

i He’s golden in color and carries great authority

ii It clear that he’s about to make an announcement.  

iii He puts a long golden trumpet to his lips and plays

b.  As he plays I hear the declaration of a new day:

i “This is a new day, the old has passed away!”

“This is a new day, the new has come!”

“This is a new day, the old has passed away!”

“This is a new day, a new song to be sung!”

ii These phrases are repeated many times like a chorus
c.  At one point I see a djembe and I immediately hear a new rhythm. 

i It’s time to march to a new drum beat.

ii This drum beat is life giving and energizing.  

iii It’s the heartbeat of God.  

iv It resonates with my spirit and reverberates throughout heaven until it reaches the Earth.  

d.  Behind the trumpet playing golden messenger a curtain opens and reveals a heavenly orchestra two hundred strong, maybe more.  

i Together they are releasing the message of this new sound, for a new day

ii It’s full and clear – without distortion

iii It’s the heartbeat of the Father for a generation.
iv It IS a new day!

e.  I seem to know that this song like the Father’s heartbeat is never ending.

2 Interpretation

A. Isaiah 55:3 is an invitation
a.  Give ear and come to me; 
       hear me, that your soul may live. 
       I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
       my faithful love promised to David.

b.  All of Isaiah 55 is significant
B. The two headed pale green snake with clouded eyes is
a.  Double mindedness

i James 1 tells us that the “double minded are unstable in all their ways”

b.  The double mindedness is Deception, Jealousy & Envy

i We are to deal ruthlessly with it in our own hearts and lives
· not others live, they are responsible for their stuff
ii Once beheaded (dealt with) it dissolves (powerlessly removed from our lives)
iii I didn’t go higher in the vision until I dealt with it

C. Three Keys in left hand (claw) are three keys to taking hold of our destines
a.  Why? Because…

b.  If you remember nothing else today – remember these three verses

i “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. “ Galatians 5:6

ii “…hope does not disappoint…” Romans 5:5

iii “Love never fails” 1 Corinthians 13:8

iv Faith, hope and love will be required to gain entrance to what’s next in out lives
D. An Announcement

a.  This is a new day, the old has passed away!
This is a new day, the new has come!
This is a new day, the old has passed away!
This is a new day, a new song to be sung!
b.  This is very important
i And it’s very good news
· It’s a new day!  The Angel said so!
E. The Father’s Heart

a.  Part of this newness is a God initiated, God ordained Unity
i That heavenly orchestra played as one in perfect harmony!
b.  Unity is the Father’s heart

i He likes it when his kids play nice together

· Jesus prayed that we’d be one in John 17:11
· “Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one.”

c.  The Heartbeat of the Father

i We recognize the father’s heart, where there is harmony, when we are one
3 Application:
A. Unity in 2011
a.  Let’s agree to put an end to double mindedness, deception jealousy and envy in our lives
i They are also the greatest threat to unity

b.  Psalm 133 
i 1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
         For brothers to dwell together in unity! 
    2 It is like the precious oil upon the head,
         Coming down upon the beard,
         Even Aaron's beard,
         Coming down upon the edge of his robes. 
    3 It is like the dew of Hermon
         Coming down upon the mountains of Zion;
         For there the LORD commanded the blessing, life forever

ii Unity is a place of anointing

iii Oil = anointing

iv Unity is a place of commanded blessing

· Don’t we know that unity and disunity are both very powerful

B. New Sounds in 2011
a.  New worship

b.  Drums & rhythms are significant

C. Destinies unlocked in 2011
a.  Individual and corporate
b.  Hold on to faith, hope and love

i They are the keys
4 Fatherly Tips for 2011
A. Don’t Look Back in 2011
a.  Is 43:18-19
i "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.

· Forget, do not dwell & see.  He is making a way.

ii Behold him! Doing a new thing! Emphasized Bible
B. Fix your eyes on Jesus

a.  Hebrews 12:1-2

i “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith…”

ii Fix your eyes on Jesus
· It is the ONLY path to unity
C. You are a new creation

a.  2 Corinthians 5:17

i Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

ii The old you has passed away

iii You have been made new
iv 2011 is a new beginning

D. It’s a new day, it IS a new day, TODAY is a new day!
5 Let’s pray
