
Cache Worthy
What Price will you pay for true treasure?


What’s a Cache?

Noun - hiding place for something of value. (A Stash…)

· “I have a cache of candy in the top of the pantry hidden from the kids.”
· “I have a cache of jewels stored in an un-disclosed location.”
· “The soon to be husband discovered a cache of shoes that his fiancé had concealed in her guest room closet revealing her shoe obsession.”

· EX – Whatever our cache is – it’s hidden because it’s valuable! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





Jesus tells a story in the bible where He compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a cache treasure hidden in a field…and it’s from this story that I think we can learn what TRUE TREASURE IS and WHAT IT COSTS TO GET IT…



· Matthew 13:44 - “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Here’s a man doing something in a field…
· We don’t know why he was in the field
· Maybe: 
· Rented the field
· Digging holes to set corners - Building fence
· Field had rocks  - He was clearing it
· Taking a short walk across this field and just stumbled up onto the treasure
· But He obviously didn’t own the field.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Whatever he was doing – HE FOUND A TREASURE cache buried in the ground.

· And when he found it –he got really excited - and hid it again…
· And because the cache of treasure was so valuable he…
· …Sold everything he owned so he could buy the whole field – and get the treasure. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Every one of us treasures something.
· We have stuff hidden – maybe in a safe, lock box at the bank.

· EX. 
· Treasure handed down from your father.
· Gun
· Truck
· Saddle
· Jewelry
· Tractor
· And it’s ok to have some earthly treasures…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

But as believers…
· Our treasure changes the day we give Jesus our life! 

· We go from only having earthly treasures…
· To making JESUS OUR TREASURE!
· He becomes our reason for living.
· Our Savior!
· Our Friend!
· Our King!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




How do we know WHAT OUR TREASURE IS?

3 INDICATIONS:


1. We give up EVERYTHING for it.


· Matthew 13:44 - “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field.”


The man sold everything he had.

· EX – I’m sure the Man had some stuff
· House
· Donkey
· Camels
· Wife and Kids (Joking)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· But what we see from his actions is that the treasure was worth everything he had! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What was Jesus comparing this treasure hidden in the field to?

· Vs. 44 - “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What is the Kingdom of heaven?


· A Kingdom is “Anywhere a King rules!”

· Therefore the Kingdom of heaven or Kingdom of God…is anywhere God rules! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· So Jesus is saying, “the treasure is the Kingdom of Heaven”…where God rules over…
· Us
· Everything we HAVE
· Everything we DO 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Mistakenly…we think that when we are the ruler of our lives and in control and have the things of this world…
· Money
· Success
· Things
· These are the treasures of life!

· But true treasure is found in… GIVING UP EVERYTHING – AND ALLOWING GOD TO RULE IN OUR LIVES.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You may be thinking, “So nothing earthly can be a treasure.” 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



I honestly believe that anything we give God rule over – is a treasure! 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· EX.
· A Dating relationship that He rules over – can become a TREASURE.
· A marriage that He rules over -  – that marriage becomes a treasure – because He’s ruling over it. 
· Kids dedicated to the Lord and trained to love the Lord – can be a treasure – because Christ is ruling over them. 
· A job that He is in control of – becomes a treasure – because He’s in control of it. 

· These things become treasures – because we’ve given them up to God and we’re allowing Him to rule over every area!

· And every area that He rules over can be treasured because it’s all for HIM! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· Matthew 6:21 – “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”


Sadly, What happens is we sometimes we give OUR HEARTS to the person we’re dating, our job, our money, our marriage, even our kids – letting them rule our lives – and God is second or third.

· God says, “I want to be your treasure.”
· “I want to be your #1 in your life”
· “And anything you give up for me – I will bless and make it a treasure too.” 


How do we know what our treasure is?
1st – We give up everything for it.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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How do we know what our treasure is?


2. We find JOY in giving up everything for it.


· Matthew 13:44 - “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field.”
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------


EX – Fonzy is a Treasure 
· I’ve raised and started a few of my horses.
· Odus – bay / John Wayne – beautiful liver colored chestnut / Tucker / 
· I spent 100’s of hours starting these horses.
· I thought they were pretty nice.
· But I knew in my mind there was a horse far better than these.

· So I gladly sold them – so that I could get a horse that was hands down superior to them.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· I bought Fonzy (Pic: Hank riding Fonzy)
· Paid more money for this horse than my first 3 cars put together.
· Bred:
· Hancock on the top
· Shining Spark on the bottom

· HE IS THE MAN
· Everywhere I go people admire this horse.
· I’ve been offered money for him in the branding pen and the arena.
· He is special and I hope to own him the rest of my life.

· I GLADLY sold some things I valued – to get something greater
· I was happy to do it – because I knew that there was one way better! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· The man in the story…joyfully sold all he had to get the treasure.
· He was happy to give it all up.
· He was even willing to by the rest of the field – JUST to get the treasure. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


LET’S BE HONEST: GIVING UP SOMETHING CAN BE HARD! 

· But when Christ is truly our treasure and as we mature in our relationship with Christ…
· We begin to understand that true, lasting, joy is found in giving everything up for Him! 




What we joyfully give up to FOR HIM – reveals our treasure. 


Application: Having Christ rule over our lives is so valuable that giving up everything– to gain His Kingdom – is a happy trade-off. 


How do we know what your treasure is?
1st – We give up everything for it. 
2nd – We find JOY in giving up everything for it. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



3. We give all our ENERGY to it.


EX – I’M A NATURAL ACHEIVER – you need something done – I’m your man.
· If I’m in charge of it.
· We will work until the job is finished.
· I’ve been accused of being overly ambitious.
· I love getting a job done and will do anything to get it done.
· I love pastoring.
· I give it all my energy.

· But sadly I’ve at times in my desire to achieve big things – I’ve neglected the some true treasures in life – THE PEOPLE I LOVE!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I’m not proud of this story…but it is what it was…

EX – Missing my grandma’s funeral.
· While I was in college.
· When my mom’s mom died.
· It just so happened that she died just before spring break.
· I had committed to go as a sponsor on our Church’s Youth ski trip.
· I felt that it was important for me to not miss this trip.
· So I chose to go on the trip – and missed my grandma’s funeral. 
· My mom said, “it was ok, but it wasn’t.”
· It was one of my greatest mistakes and biggest regrets
· It hurt my mom - She revealed her pain to me at camp on year
· Caused resentment between my brother and me.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Listen friends: the relationships we have on earth are worth more than anything else on earth. 

· Loving God and making Him the ruler of our life should be #1.
· But loving others and being loved by others – is the greatest treasure that we have on this earth! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Jesus confirms it when asked what the greatest commandment was…

· Matthew 22:37-39 – “37Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest commandment.39A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As I look at my life now I want my treasure to be what really matters. 

Therefore – I want my energy spent on loving the Lord – and loving those He’s given me to love.


“Show me the recipient of all your energy and I’ll show you your treasure.”

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Closing:

How do we know what our treasure is?
1st – We give up everything for it.
2nd – We find joy in giving up everything for it.
3rd – We give all our energy to it. 

Don’t look back on your life and see that you treasured the wrong things!

Today’s the day to Give God rule over your life!
That’s the true treasure! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Bowheads:

What are you giving up everything to have?

· Are you giving up God’s plan – to follow your own?
· Are you giving up your family to gain earthly success?

There is no greater treasure in life – than knowing and living for Jesus Christ!

Lost:
Make Him the Ruler of your life – Prayer of salvation.

Christian: 
You’ve lost track of what truly matters.
You’ve been giving your energy to everything but your relationship with God.

Make Him the treasure of your heart and joyfully giving up your desires for His!

Commitment: Forgive me for the things that I’ve not allowed you to rule over. 
I’m giving everything back to you.
I want you to be the true treasure of my life. 
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